Pronunciation

1 Vowels

1 Ja:/ far,start; Iargel: father. 7 o/ saw; more; four.

2 (& have, fat; bad. 8 [u/ could; good; would.
3 (e/ egg bed; head. 9 J/af but; cut; blood.

4 (1] sit; glve; sing. 10 ju:/ you; use; fool; do.

5 [ii) me; eat; agreed; piece. 11 (a:/ learn; third; word."

6 o/ het; lost; long. 12 [a/ mother; about; forget.

13 i/  city; very; jockey.

A Find these words in the list above and write them down

1 jhav) _have 6 flost) 11 jget) 16 /abaut/
2 ffazf T ffoget) 12 fgud/ 17 jgvf
A flany 8 /batf 13 /blad/ 18 /pis/
4 fMfwlf 9 fsayf 14 fdu:f 19 /sta:t/
Sl . - 10 fsrtf 15 jwad/ 20 fagrid/
2 Consonants

14 b/ bed; big; brother. 26 [s/ see; hits; mass.

15 /d/ did; dog; bed. 27 jt/  time; put; winter.

16 [f} five; if; coffee. 28 v/ wvan; have; lovely.

17 g/ good; leg; pig. 29 [w/ with; white; woman.

18 /h/ hat; have; who. 30 /z/ zoo; nose; runs; easy.

19 [j/  you; yellow; young. 31 ([} ship; sugar; wish.

20 [k/ can; Kicking; lucky. 32 3/ pleasure; measure.

21 /1 leg; yellow; old. 33 /n/ sing; running; singer.

22 /m/ me; money; summer. 34 [t]/ cheap; watch; reaching.

23 /n/ no; money; can. 35 /8 thin; thick; bath.

24 [p/ put; happy; up. 36 (d8/ then;weather.

25 [r/  run; hurry. 37 /d3/ Joy; judge; general.

g Find these words in the list above and write them down:

1 fwebaf _Weather 7 jdog/ 13 leg/ 19 Jsige/
2fjagf— Bjmanif__ 14 fharif 20 fsitf

3 flaviif 9 wmtaf 15 /brada/__ 21 [kofi/

4 fhetj A0 jkekig/ 16 fsama/ 22 |hepi/

5 (d3ad3/ 11 ok A7 feamigf 23 [rictfig/
6 /pleza/ 12 fwotf/ 18 franz/ 24 jwuman/

@ Can you write out these words and put them in the right order?

1 [seven/ __ SEVEN 3 [siks/ 5 [faf 7 Jori/
2 (wan/ 4 [ten/ 6 Jtu:/
Which three are missing? and

*in standard British Engltsh the (r/ is nat heard in these words. In most American accents and some British dislects you would hear the fr): ot/ fsta:ri) /lairdz/
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3 Diphthongs

38 fai/ five; nine; alive; why 43 [ea/ there; hair; where; bear
39 /(ad/ fire; higher 44 [1a/  hear; nearly

40 jau/ out; down; sound 45 Jow/ going; so; slowly

41 [ava/ flower; sour 46 [a1/  Dboy, toilet; coin

42 [erf say; eight; paint; again 47 [ua/ poor; sure

D Find these words In the list above and write them down:

1 [Bes) _there 5 /flavs/ 9 /haro/
2/pemt/_____ 0 6 /goun/ 10 [fuaf

3falarvf 7 [saund/ 11 fagemn/
4ol 00000 8 jkam/

E Match the words in list A with the words in list B, the words in list C with the words in list D
and the words in list E with the words in list F:

A B Cc D E F
flandan/ [fostretlja/ [red/ fkofif [bred/- ftfips/
[p=r1s| l,{i:djxpl," /gri:n/ /era:s/ [solt/ \_—,fb,-\laf
Jmadrid/ Jmgland/ [braun/ Jmulk/ [fuzf Jigk/
[lizban/ [fra:ns/ Jwart/ [Ba skay/ /pen/ /pepa/
ftoukjou/ Jeris/ fblu:/ Jigk/ il /soks/
/mpskou/ /mdani:zjaf /blzk/ /82 san/

Jwofigtan/ Jitalif fjelou [a tama:tou/
[efanz/ /dzapeen/

froum/ /d3za:dan/

[ema:n/ fpa:tjagal/

[damaskas/ frafaf

[k&nbra/ /spein/

[karrou/ [siriaf

Jdzaka:ta/ [Ba ju:nartid steits/

4 The schwa

The commonest vowel in English is /2/, which is often called schwa.

F Look at these words. You have read them all before. Can you write them out?

1 /bana:naf M_ 6 /plesa) — 11 fsama/ 15 [hizban/
2 siste) T fepelf 0 12 /mezs/_____________ 16 /dzsp®n/
3 flesenzf 8 ffada/___ 13 /bradaf 17 jwedaf
4 felfantf 9 ftargs/__ 14 /mada/ 18 /mista/
5 flandan/ 10 /ostreilja/

215



Pronunciation

G Read these sent Ifa t Is true about you mark it with a tick. If it is not true
mark it with a cross:

1 jamm 2 ti:tfa/ 6 famm 2 stju:dant/ 11 /a1 v mn landan/

2 Jamm 2 boyf 7 famm 2 ga:lf 12 /mar nerm 1z pi:ta/

3 Ja1 om mernd/ 8 far am not marnid/ 13 /a1 hev 2 brada/

4 /a1 hev a sista/ 9 /a1 hev 2 brada and sista/ 14 /a1 v m o flet/

5 (a1 liv in 2 haus/ 10 far lask myghf lesanz/ 15 /a1 dount latk 1pglif lesonz/

H Arrange these words in six groups with three words in each group. Copy down one word from
each group in phonetic symbols. Give them to a friend and see if he or she can read them:

fkao/ [desk/ jtremn/ [epal/ jtaigal [fa:t/ [(tfea/ jelifont/ [ha:s/
/bana:na/ [dzmkit/ [teibl/ /bas/ /orindz/ /ka:/ [blavz/ [laen/ [[i:p/

5 The definite article

The definite article, the, has only one form in writing:
Give me the money. This is the end.

But there are two ways of pronouncing it:
Give me the money. /a/
This is the end. [8i/

Before a consonant the is /8a/:
/82 mani/ /0o bana:na/ [Ba dog/ [Oa ket/ (82 laran/ [Ba taiga/

Before a vowel the is [8i/:
/Bi end/ /81 &pal/ /Bia:nsa/ (81 ivnin/ /81 aidis/ [Bi ofis/ (81 ould man/
I Divide these words into two groups, those with 35/ and those with /3i/:

[8af (8if
the name the ink

elify, " ka: der

orindz e ad
koin 228

at men Ik

Can you write them out?
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6 The indefinite article

The indefinite article has two forms: a /a/ and an /an/. (3/ Is used before consonants and /an/ before
vowels.

j Divide these words into two groups, those with a /o and those with an /an/.

faf fomf
a glass an_apple agn
11
epal bay enas
baik
glas zkta hays
ofts cg
Can you write them out?
7 Stress
In English words with more than one syllable, one syllable is ted. The position of the may be:

On the first syllable:

famous (fermas/ person /ps:sen/ secretary [sekratari/ yesterday [jestader/  difficult fdifikalt/
definitely /defmatli/

On the last syllable:

behind /brhaind/ before /bify:/ understand /andastznd/ cigarette /sigoret/

On the syllable before the last :
important fimpa:tant/  excitement /eksaitmant/  decision /disizen/  determined /dita:mind/

Words ending in -tion /[an/ have the accent on the syllable before last:
nation /nerfan/  examination /egzemineifon/ information /infomeifan/  repetition [reprtifan/

K\N‘rlta out these words:

1 fmafy €nough 5 jendzoment] 9 [keafal/

2 feksplongtfan/ 6 fjumwvasati/ 10 /disemba/
Jjdgenralf 0000000 7 /mtenfem/ 11 wensder/
Ajeviibg/ 8 |tfildron/ 12 fga /

L Mark the accented syllable in these words and write them out:

1 [borou/ borrow  5jevebodii g Jomertkan/
2 fumpotens{ B /nesasari/ 10 /probabli/
3/ imn/ 7 /fagotan/ 11 [septemba/

djpomfon) 00000 Bijmksent/ 0000 12 [silabal/
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8 Putting words together

When we put two words together the sounds of the words sometimes change.
nf = fm{ /braum bred/ (brown bread)

[nd| — [m/f /brauvm bred am bata/ (brown bread and butter)

M = |nf Jteny grizm botalz/ (ten green bottles)

fdf = /b Jgob bor/  (good boy)

Jd=+jf = jdz/  [|wodzu:/ (kodsu:y didzu/ (would you, could you, did you)
L+ = i) jwauntfaj [deuntfa/ (won'tyou,don't you)

ft+m{ = [pm/ [lep mi/ [pop mi davn/ [gep ma buk/ (let me, put me down, get my book)

V¥ Ty to read these sentences quickly:

1 /& wa tengri:m boptalz hegig on 8 walf (There were ten green bottles hanging on the wall)
2 jwodsu: latk sam braum bred am bate?/ (Would you like some brown bread and butter?)

3 /&1] Jop selz gub bravm bzgz/ (This shop sells good brown bags.)

4 jka:ntfa lem mi 2 pavnd?/ (Can't you lend me a pound?)

5 /kan jo gep mi » kapa ti:?/ (Can you get me a cup of tea?)

9 Weak forms

Some very common words in English have weak forms which are normally used in connected speech.
Sometimes these weak forms can be shown In writing:

lam tired — I'mtired  She is not here — She's not here — She isn't here
She did not know — She didn't know  They have gone —They've gone
We will come tomorrow —We'll come tomorrow  He would help — He'd help

Most of these weak forms use the schwa /3/. Words commonly used with the weak form are:

Auxiliary and modal verbs: Pronouns:
| was there. fa1 woz Bea/ | was there. a1 woz dea/
They were friends. [Ber wa frenz/ You can go. /ju: kan gou/
I could come. Jan kad kam/ Tell them a story. Jtel Bam @ stacrif
She would know. /fi: wad nou/ Prepositions:
You can’go. fju: kag gou/ A glass of water, /o pla:s 2 wocta/
What have you done? Jwot av ju: dan/ I'm from England. Jami fra mglend/
Is that for me? j1z Bt fa mi:f
I'm going to bed. jaim gouin) ta bed/
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N Match the sentences in list A and list B. Read out list B:

A B

Who was that?
Where were you going?
‘What do you want?
Could | have a cup of tea please?
Do you know who it is?

Would you like a glass of milk?
We were waiting for a bus.

You can go if you like.

Jwuodsa latk 2 gla:s » milk?/
Jkud a1 haev 2 kap o ti: pli:z?/
Jwi: wa wertin far a bas/

fja kan gou 1f ja lark/

fwodza wont?/

Jwea wa ja gouin?/

/d3a nou hu: 1t 2l

Jhu: waz dat?/

0~ 00 s WK
T m 0 Q0 o0

10 Common phrases
Some phrases in English are so common that the words are run together and pronounced very quickly:

Would you mind — /wud3zsmamd/. Doyoumind — [d3smamnd/. Do you think — /d3a81pk/.
Don't you think — [dantfafmk/. 1don’t know — jardanou/. Did you know — /did3zanou/.
Where's the ... — /weaza .../, What's the matter — /wozomata/.

What's the matter with you — /wozamatawrju:/. Who's that — [hu:zaet/.

Iwant to —+ /ewpna/. I'm going to — [2mgana/.

0 Can you read these sentences? Can you write them out in full?

Where do you live?

1 [wea d3za vl 1
2 [wotfa gana du: tamora/ 2
3 [tel am ta kam at foir 2 klok/ 3
4 (a1 wona gouv houm/ 4
5 (a1 didn nou woda du:/ 5
6 /wo d3s wona du:f 6
7 far denouv wotfs mi:n/ 7
8 /[hu: z&t ouva deaf 8
9 /a1 hefta gou houm nau/ 9
10 fja kan du: wotfa wont/ 10
11 /amv gota Ipta mani/ 11
12 jamm gana geta kapa ti:/ 12
13 /hu: d3» wona si:/ 13
14 /a1l tel j» wot a1 wont/ 14
15 [hav d3e nou/ 15
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