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: No. We_: re supposed to read books.
: Oh, Ienvy you.
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Summer vacation has just started here in Japan. I
hear summer vacation is 2 months or more in the
U.S. Is that right?

Yes. 10 to 12 weeks.

How long! In Japan we have only 40 days. And We
have a lot of assignments such as drill papers,
painting pictures, Japanese calligraphy, woodwork

and so on.

: Poor boy, Ryuji.
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PART 2

Bob : Do you have Christmas holidays in Japan?

Yuri  : Yes, but we don't call them 'Christmas holidays'.
We call lhem 'winter vacation'. They're from
December 25 till January 7.

Bob : I see.

Yuri : We celebrate New Year's Day more than Christmas

in Japan, you know.

Ryuji : On Christmas we enjoy eating a big cake and get
some presents. Then we also get New Year's gifts on
New Year's Day.

Bob : What're the New Year's gifts?

Ryuji : Usually money. Parents and relatives give children
pocket money in a small paper envelope. Children
buy something they want or save the money in a

bank. The money is called 'otoshidama'.
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