Necessary Skills

¢ Stating your opinion or thesis clearly
* Stating clear and strong toplc sentences that support the thesrs

Strategies

HNEER RS LI ST

¢ Make your thesis statement clear and concise. , o

® For your thesis, do not write, I agree with this opinion.” Restate the guestion when
giving your opinion, such as | agree that when people reach a certain age, they
- should no longer be able to drive.” - _

¢ Make your topic sentence a summary of all the points you will cover in the paragraph.

* Write clear topic sentences that will naturally lead into the rest of the information in

the paragraph

Example: _ _

Weak topic sentence = | think cows are more useful than horses. _

Strong topic sentence ~+ Cows are more useful than horses for two main reasons.
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TheSlS Statements

S LI SR (e LR

) Step 1

Read the followmg prompts and sample the5|s statements. Underllne ‘words in the thesis
statements that are also used in the prompts.

T Y

Prompt 1:

Some people feel that celebrities are overpaid. Other people think they. deserve the
money they earn. Which is your opinion? Give specific reasons and examples to support
your answer. :

Thesis Statement 1:

Desp|te the popularity of certa:n celebrities, | feel that celebnttes earn much more money than they
deserve for several reasons.

Prompt 2:

I

If some tourists wanted to travel to one city in your nation, which city would you recommend
for them to visit? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Thesis Statement 2

If fourists were to ask my opinion on Which city in my nation to visit, | would suggest that they visit Los
Angeles because of three major attractions that can be found there.

Prompt 3

; What are some gualities that you think a good role model should have? Give specific |
! reasons and examples to support your answer. '
. _

Thesis Statement 3:

In my opinion, good role models are people who are caring, likable, and above all, ethical.
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; Do you agree or dlsagree with the followmg statement'»‘ Employees should always try to

_seek advancement at their jobs. Why do you feel thls way? Give speclflc reasons and
: examples to support your answer. o

 ONDIVAdS H;'euma.r.sn', ONIQVIY

Thesis State‘rnent 4

gree that employees should always try to seek advancement at their jobs because of all the benefits
hat job advancement can offer.

ead the following prompts. Decide if each prompt asks you for your experlence or your oplnlon
hen write a thesis statement in response to each prompt

rompt 1:

How have your parents formed you into the person you are today‘? Give speclflc reasons
z;,qnd examples to support your answer.

TEA L E
s

Dogs thi.s question ask you to explain your opinion or your experienca? Select one.
opinion D experience D

_Th_esis. statement;

- Prompt 2:

Do you feel that students should be requlred to participate in physical education in
schools? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Tk A o oA A s 4k 3 2 3 4 o A sttt e ee e 188 1 e sas A AL et b b e
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Does ihis question ask you to explain your opinion or your experience? Select one.
1 . .
- opinion D © - experience D

Thesis statement:

Prompt 3:

‘| Some people prefer to take notés_ using a computer. Others prefer to write out notes by
hand. Which do you think is better? Give specific reasons and examples to.support your
answer, . : .

Does this question ask you to explain your opinion or: your experience? Select one.

~ opinion D ~ experience D
Thesis statement:
Prompt 4:

What was the most memorable place you have ever visited? Based on your experiences,
would you recommend this place to others? Give specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

Does this question ask you to explain your opinion or your experience? Select one.
opinion ]___I " experience D

Thesis statement:
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Toplc Sentences

BT R ea e T, e T

Read the prompts and three sentences that could be used in a response to each prompt. One
sentence is a thesis statement. Another is the topic sentence of a body paragraph. The last

follows:

" Thesis statement (1)
Topic sentence - o (2)
Reason, example, or detall (3)

: Prompt 1:

Do you belleve that followers are just as lmportant as Ieaders" Give specific reasons and
examples to support your answer :

~ around to follow the president's laws. - 7 _
) Inmy opinion, the leader needs his followers just as much as the followers need the jeader. |
) First of all, followers are important because without them, leaders would not have any power.

Some people feel that humans should be able to dig for oil anywhere, as Iong asit beneflts
mankind. Others believe that certain areas of land should be reserved for animal use.

Which do you think is better? Give specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

| ) Imaglne how many species we would lose if we dug for oil in important animal ecosystems

( )} First, we have a responsibility as humans to take care of our fellow creatures on the planet,

{ ) Though | realize that benefits are lost by resennng certain areas of land just for animal uss, |
feel that this is the best course of action for several reasons.

' Prompt 3

v |

i
! Do you feel that computer games are good entertamment or do you think that they are
a waste of time? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

sentence is a reason, example or detall used ina body paragraph. Number the sentences as

' ONDIVIdS ‘omuz-usrl “ONIavR |
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). For instance, the whole office of the presdent would be useless lf there were not any people
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| ). Fknow that computer games can be abused but | stlll feel that the advantages of compute
games are greater than the disadvantages. -

activities.
1 I }  For example, whenever | had a bad day asa child I could S|mp1y tum on a computer gam_
and immediately fee! better. '

Prompt 4:

In your opinion, which do .you_think was the better invention: the automobile or the
computer? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answet.

When the automoblle was 1nvented people could travel Iong dlstances ina relatlvely short
amount of time.

e e
r—
——

{ ) Today, while computers allow us to communicate with other people the automobile actually
. lets us see them in person.
;3 ( ) | believe that the automobile is deﬂnttely a better invention than the computer.
f '
g
bStep 2

| examples that you would use to support each thesis in a response.

Prompt ‘1 :

‘Do you believe that it is just as beneficial for children to lose at g-ames as it is for them |
to win? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

-~ Thesis statement: It is my belief that losing at games

. Reason/Example 1

Reason/Example 2:

Reason/Example 3; ' - | . o

3 Choose one of the ideas you listed above. Rewrite the idea as a full sentence that could be
used as the topic sentence of a body paragraph

| Topic sentence

3
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( ) Computer games provide a much needed escape from the hardehlps and stress of life’s dally ;

Read the following prompts. Complete the thesis statements. Then prowde three reasons or -
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rompt 2: EERS T R R

) Some people prefer to take multlple cho:ce tests, while others prefer an essay wrrtmg
~format. Whlch do you prefer? Give spec|f|c reasons and examples to support your -

hesis statement: I prefer to take tests that

eason/Example 1

eason/Example 2:

;Rea'son/Example '3:

‘ ONDIVAdS DNINILSH ONIav3y
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hoose one of the ideas you listed above. Rewrite the idea as a full sentence that could be
sed as the toplc sentence of a body paragraph.

Topic sentence:

1531 IOV

Prompt 3:

z;;?The government has decided to donate some money for a construction pro;ect in your
i} city. Would you prefer the money be used to create a park, or would you prefer it be used
o build a mall? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Thesis statement: | would prefer the money

- Reason/Example 1: -

Reason/Example 2:

- Reason/Example 3:

‘Choose one of the ideas you listed above. Rewrite the idea as a full sentence that could be
used as the topic sentence of a body paragraph.

Topic- sentence:
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Prompt 4: : S o

‘Do you feel it is better to study hard the night before a t_as'_t,‘ .or do you feel that studying' |
should be spread out over a period of time? Give specific reasons and examples to support
‘your answer. ' ' ' '

Thesis statement: | feel that it is better to study

Reason/Example 1:

e Reason/Exampta 2:

Reasan/Example 3:

Choose one of the ideas you listed above. Rewrite the 1dea as a full sentence that could be
used as the toplc sentence of-a body paragraph

Topic sentence
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Strategies

R T TN T Sy “{sr\ Qs

e Do NOT try to say everything in the mtroductlon save details and examples for the

body of your essay.

e Do NOT start with 2 statement that is too general; a more specific statement better

sets up the lnformatlon to follow.

Characteristics of a good introduction:
- ¢-one-paragraph (three to five sentences)
¢ an-introduction to the general topic of the essay -
* includes the thesis statement and a restatément of the questlon
* includes poxnts that will be drscussed or elaborated on in the body

® Wite an accurate and clear topic sentence for each body peragraph.
® Make sure thers are logical connections betwesen etatemen_ts.

Characteristics of a good body paragraph:

+ one to threé paragraphs

* a topic sentence that states the main idea of that paragraph

* has specific examples, reasons, or other details

* includes other sentences that link ideas or show transitions between ideas

® Do NOT use the same words and expressions in your conclusion that you used in
your introduction. - : :
# Do NOT introduce new !deas or concepts that belong in a new body paragraph.

Characteristics of a good conclusion:

* ane paragraph (three to five sentences)

¢ a restatement of your thesis in different words

* has a summary of your main points

@ includes one or both of the following: a consideration of the opposite opinion
and a recommendation
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“pStep1 BRI TN
Read the prompt and think of ideas to list in the blanks.

Some people believe that it is important to know about one’s heritage. Others feel that knowing
about one’s family history is unnecessary. Which do you believe? Give specific reasons and
examples to support your answer. '

e R

Knowing he'ritage is important: | Knowing heritagé is not important:
- provides greater sense of identity - ~ - not impartant for today’s society
. - generates appreciation for one's roots - discourages unity among people
- creates closer bond with relatives © - records not always available
»Step 2

Read the sample response. Think about the role of the sentences in each part of the essay. Look
for any transitions that link the ideas and underline them. Then put the sentences in the right

order.
Introduction: | ' multicultural:
' involving or consisting of
- : people from differsnt
. ' , C : ~ cuitures -
(A) Perhaps for this reason, less people are interested in knowing . heritage:
about their heritage. ' the history and traditions of
(B). In fact, my recent attempt to discover my own heritage has led 0 @ prected'”g genorafions
. . - . . , - - rools: L
- greater sense of identity and a closer connection with my relatives. 4 persons famlly background

{C) Despite this thinking, | believe that it is very important for someone overlook: _
to know about his or her heritage. 7 to tal o notice somelting

O} In today’s multicuttural society, it is becoming harder to keep track ;";‘;;;n ot i rtetec] oy
of where we come from. ' _ blood or marriage

B

-'{e-—-—— 592 Chapter 6

o

N




‘Body paragraoh 1:

'._'(A) 'Since taklng the tlme 1o explore these Flusetan roots | have come to

“(B) - | discovered that my family had erigrated from Russia. l
(C) After this dlscovery, | took some time to explore Russian literature.
(D) Two years ago, | attempted to discover my own heritage so | could
.. better understand and appreciate where | came from,
(B lfound many of the books to be interesting and significant to me.
P Consequently, my new appreciation for my Russfan heritage has
. allowed many mteresttng paths of knowledge and passron to- open
~up for me.

'Body paragraph 2:

(A) I also grew closer to many of my relatlves and learned a number ot
lnterestlng things from them. - , ‘ :
B). These lessons helped me realize that comlng to understand one's
_ herltage creates. special bonds between refatives.
{0 came away from these discussions with a greater knowledge of
- my own herltage
Dy We both have somethlng an ongln ~that is shared between us.
(B). Insplred by my etudy of Russian literature, | took the time to sit
- . down with somg of my older relatives and dlsoussed what they
knew about our hentage ‘ :

Co'nclusio'n: '

(A) | continue to find meaning in the roots ! discovered and explored.

B) ltisa process that can be rewarding to all people if they are open
toit.

(©) Ultimately, learning about my hentage has been a truly :nterestlng
process.

- appreciate an aspeot of the world of which | was prevrously unaware._

DNIQVIY

| DNINILSIT
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b Step 3 | |
Look back at the ideas you wrote in the blanks for Step 1. Write your own response to the
prompt using one of your own ideas or another idea from Step 1.

i’ -
i )
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Read the prompt and think of ideas to list in the blanks. | - 7 | &
':compa'niés usually offer their émployee's‘bénef-i'ts in addition to their pay. What type of benefits . |0
would you prefer at your ideal job and why? Give specific reasons and examples 'to'support _ § -
your answer., SR S o z

- Paid time off from work: - " . Other benefits: 5

- ~more time to spend with fa_mily - . - friendly work environment 5

- - able to take time off when sick - . -flexible work schedule ' § -

- chance to take long vacations .. - able to take short vacations 3
PStep2

»I";?Read the sample response. Think about the role of the sentences in each part of the essay.
‘ikook for any transitions that link the ideas and underline them. Then put the sentences in the
right order.. . S _ :

Introduction: S . ' o overtime: s

' _ . - extra hours that peogle; . -

: - Waorkat their jobg- .
: . o o . ' P Cvalue: ,
(A Vacat[o.n tlme.lSICk Iea.ve. Iovert;rple——all of these are benefits that to consider Sornething to 65
‘many companies provide in addition to pay. : veryimportant . -

(B) However, now companies are offering many other bsnefits to their essentlal: . - -

. workers ) . - absolutely necessary; S

o , ‘ extremely important. -
{G) Yetin my opinion, the best benefits that a job can offer me are a " fendency: .

5 ~friendly work environment and a flexible work schedlule, ZZ&?S’SE??QJ" actha
o (D) It used to be that companies simply concentrated on how muchto (e
pay their employees. | - ' * the suroundings or -

conditions around a person
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~ (C) First, 1think that companies need to create a fnendly wark environment

(B) Ineed this friendly work environment because | am the kind of

(D) - Aflexible schedule allows employees to make unexpected changes

Tt

(C) I'hope to find both these benefits in the job that | choose as a

Body paragraph 1: _ y . .. ' fundamental:

(A) These go’od' conversations make the time at work go by faster.

(B) | realize that | will not always be able to have conversations with
the nicest of employees, but | beligve that companies can help |
make a place where employees can easily interact.

for their employees. - :
(D) This interaction between my coworkers and me is somethlng that I

value very much at a job.

‘persdn that enjoys having a good conversation with a person while
working.

Body paragraph 2:

(A} Inmy case, | enjoy going en short vacations on the weekends.

(B) This typically requires that | have thres days off of work.

(C) Without this ﬂe)ublhty | have a tendency to become unhappy with
a job.

to their plans without having to worry about formally taking time off
from work.

(E) Inaddition, | fm_d that having a flexible schedule at my job is an essential
part of enjoying the job. '

Conclusion:

(A} These two elements are a fundamentat part of me enjoying any job
that | have.

(B) Inconclusion, | know that rhy ideal job would beina placs with a
friendly environment-and a flexible schedule.

career.

. being centrally important - .-




Step 3 o =

ook back at the ideas you wrote in the blanks for Step 1. Write your own response to the e é

rompt using one of your own ideas or another idea from Step 1. o : Y-
s
&
-
o
)
3
Q .

Making Ideas Flow 597 =




P Step 1 A |
Read the prompt and think of ideas to list in the blanks.

" Should the government enforce a limited number of hours per week that each citizen can

‘Opinion

R AR T T R S

work? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

—
For government law: : Against government law:
- fimit corrupt business practices . - infrihge on people’s rights
- help overworked employess - have not worked in past -
- monitor companies mare ctosely - - create unemployment
b Step 2

Read the sample response. Think about the role of the sentences in each part of the essay.‘Look
for any transitions that link the ideas and underline them. Then put the sentences in the right
order. ' '

introduction: - : _ regulate; L
- to impose.contiols upon a-
behavior

s ey it i - boundary: _

(A) | strongly believe that it is not right for the government to regqiate the it of a subject

~ the number of hours a person can work, ' infringe: ~.*

(B) In support of this view, | think it is important to recognize the rights to break a rule or agreement

of workers and businesses. favor:

. . : : in an attitude of approval
(C) Additionally, | do not believe that we should give the government : :

so much control over something that will not succeed.
(D) it is important to recognize the boundaries of where the government
* should and should not be involved.

i
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"'Bodyparagraph TR '_ '- | .' L

A Moreover people should not be !rmlted in the number of hours | :
 they work because of a law. , : :
- (B) Firstof all, allowing the government to contror how much t|me an

- owners and workers
(C) Given the nature of the employee/employer relatlonshlp, | don’t
" believe thers is need for government regulation. '
D) If workers are not satisfied with the hours they are asked 1o work
_ they can aiways look for another ;ob - :
-{B) " In my opinion, only busrness owners understand how muoh Iabor
- they need from their workers

- Body_paragraph _2:

(&) Unemployment rates in these countries are high, which seems to
- indicate that government mterventron in this business practloe is
not working. S : o
% (B) They did thisin an attempt to help the workers, but thre arrangement
- s achieving the opposite effect,
(€). In addition, government regulation in this area is not beneficial to
society. - -

“|.{0) For example,.some European gover_nrnents_ have already passed
" restrictions on how many hours each citizen can work.

- this area,

Conclusion:

(A} As aresult, | am not in favor of the government passing such a
law. . | '

{B) The law gives the government too much control.,

(C) In conclusion, | see very few reasons for a law controlling houre
worked.

emptoyee could work would |nfr|nge on the rlghts of both busrness

| ® Theretore, it seems reasonable to limit the government's power in o

oNlavay | -

ONINILSIT
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~ . Look back at the ideas you wrote in the blanks for Step 1. Write your own response to the
~ prompt u_sing one of your own ideas or another idea from Step 1.
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ead the following p.rompt.' :

fhat are some important qualities of a good friend? How have these qdélities'cliénged as you

‘have gotten older? Give specific reasons and examples to support your answer. Sl

ONDIVIdS

ow read two ideas for possible responses to the pfd_mpt. Write'_on_e mdre':ide'a of your own.

: '7 Good friends are people who listen té_yo'u_.-

INILINM

. My beét friends are t'hcise who | can have long 'convérsations with,

.LS‘ELLHDI.I.)Wd] ;

Read the 'sam'ple introduétign below. Then, in the space provided; write body paragraphs for
two of the ideas above. Try to write three to five sentences for each bhody paragraph. Then.
readﬁthe_s‘ample'conclusion paragraph. - ' T i} L
Introduction: S , o _ :

 Good friends should have many qualities which show that they are trustworthy and true. They
should be loyal, interesting, and enjoyable to be around. Yet | have realized that as | have gotten older,
~the qualities that I'believe a good friend should have come down to two important features, | find that

he friends who | value the most are those who are willing to listen to me and those who have something |
to teach me. ‘ - '

‘Body 1:
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. Body 2:

- Conclusion: N |

Overall, these two features are what | find most important in my friends. They might not have been

as important to me when | was younger. However, they are now the foundation of nearly every friendship
that | have. - '

D Step 3 , |
Write your own respOnSe to the prompt in Step 1. First, think of two or three ideas for body
~ paragraphs. Then write a response using your ideas.

e G2 Chapter"o‘




paragraphs you wrote?

jow read the sample response helow. What 5|mllar|t|es and dlfferences do you see W|th the

trustworthy and true. They should be loyal, interesting, and enjoyab!e to

“be around. Yet | have realized that as | have: gotten older, the qualities
that | believe a good friend shouid have come down to two important
"features I find that the friends who } value the most are those who are
warling to listen to me and those who have somethrng to- teach me.

with my friends. However, as | have gotten older, I enjoy hawng longer

of my idea of friendship. Without this willingness o listen, | have an

*highly value in my current friends.

‘; passionate about subjects that | mysslf know very little about. I enjoy
dlscussmg subjects with people more knowledgeable about them than
..l am. Moreover, | find that this is a key part of making someone a good
friend. This process of shanng knowledge on subjects that we are
‘passionate about is something | really appreciate. On the other hand, |
have had friends in the past who seem to have no passion about any’[hmg
“In these last few years, | have grown distant from them. :

Overall, these two features are what 1 find most important in my
friends. They might not have been as important to me when | was
younger. However, they are now the foundation of nearly every friendship
that |-have. - :

Good frlends should have many quaimes which’ show that they are - i

Heving a friend that can listen is, in my opinion, the most essential part'
of a good friendiship. When | was younger, | rarely had long conversations. " feslings

talks. As such, having a friend who is willing to listen to me is a core part - i#

“incredibly hard time bécoming close to someons. | am more inclined to L
feel closer to someone who will hsten to me, and’ thls is. somethmg I

' -foun&éii'd'n.

‘Additionally, ! find-myself particularly drawn toward people who are

ONDIVIdS { ONINALSIT { _oNIavay

l- 1S31 DUV |

* the mast baslc oF imp
part of something
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Opinion
» Step 1
‘Read the followrng prompt

that scientists contribute more to a society. Which opinion do you prefer? Give specific reasons
and examples to support your answer. :

Now Ir_.mk at the outline of a possible response to the prompt. Then write the thesis and the
conclusion.

Thesis:
Key point 1: Artists are able to un'rte_peéple within a society.
Key point 2: The work of artists captures the spirit of a particutar time period.

Key pornt 3: Artists have a specral connection wrth society that allows them to spot changes and give
them meanrng through their art.

Conclusion:

P Step 2

Now write an intraduction and a conclusron for the prompt in Step 1. Use your thesis and
conclusion from Step 1. Try to write three to five sentences for each paragraph

Introduction:

Rk

- Some people believe that artists are just as important to sdéiety as scientists are. Others feg|

e




Write your own response to the prompt in Step 1. First,
paragraphs. Then write a response using your ideas.

think of two or three ideas for bo'dy. |

| Body Paragraph i

‘Body Paragraph 2;

Body Paragraph 3:

Making Ideas Flow 605
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PStep 4 - o :’
Now read the sample response below. What similarities and differences do you see with the
paragraphs you wrote? : ' , S

Without a doubt, scientists are extremely important to a soclety.
However, while | value the role of scientists in a society, | now believe that
artists are just as important. | feel that artists bring three major contributions
to society. : '

First, 1 think that artists play an important role in uniting people.
Works of art can act as a common point of identity for all citizens within
a soclety. It seems that nearly any nation in the world has at least one
artistic work that its people can identify with. In.the US, the Statue of

 Liberty is something that brings people together and creates a shared
bond. | believe that art does a wonderful job of blndlng citizens together
within a society. _

Additionally, | fee! that artists contribute to society by creating timeless * betwesn the 147 and 16"

. . - - canturies “when there was
works that capture the spirit of a particular time. For instance, my favorite - an increasad inferost in ar
painting of the 18" century French emperor Napoleon on his horse and ltorature -

-expresses the glory of the period. The figure of Napoleon dominates the - :‘;';‘:;;hst . parﬂcular
painting and gives one an idea of French attitudes toward their ruler. In- - branch of study -+~
this way, artists create important pieces of art that ‘help eXpress the -‘_='gi::;g:'::de'mndm o
period in a way that history books cannot. " thirking about sorristhing

Flnaiiy, | think that artists have a special connection with the society =
around them. This connection allows artists to spot new changes in

* society and give them meaning. Many of the artists of the Renaissance,
for example, expressed the changing attitudes and views long before
scholars expressed these concepts. This cultural connection allows artists
to play a key role in shaping public perceptions that may be changing in
a society.

These connections to culture and society give artlsts an lmportant
role. While artists may not be curing diseases or creating new inventions,
they are creating works of cultural expression that are mnportant socially
and historically.

1hé period i in Europe
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PEMEACA Pt

Some people believe that fifst impressions are very accurate. Othersf'get to know someone
before forming an opinion. Which do you think is better? Give specific reasons and examples.
orsupport your answer. B

ﬂow look at the outline of a possible response to the prorhpt. First, idéntify which side of the

rgument the responses support. Then write one more idea of your own that supports that
ide of the argument, - : : : - .

*hielp us determing whether"to talk to someone ageain in the-future

establish how a person is viewed by others

') Step 2. | | ,_
ead the sample introduction below. Then, in the space provided, try to write body paragraphs

1‘_fbr two of the ideas above. Try to write three to five sentences for each body paragraph. Then
tead the sample conclusion paragraph. . '

Introduc_tion:

| know that sometimes first impressions of people can be wrong. Yet | believe that it is important
to rely on these first impressions. First impressions play a key role in futurs interactions and can be an
* important part of nearly all relationships. -

~ Body 1:

ontavay | -

ONINALSH
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- Conclusion:

Given the way a first impression affects my own perce'ption of a person, | believe that it is véry
important. While | might talk with a person again many times after that first interaction, the first impression. -
| had of that person always stays with me. ' '

> Step 3 | I

_ -Writt_é your own résponse to the prompt in Step 1 _fro'm- the opposite side of the argument,. First,
think of two or three ideas for body paragraphs. Then write a response using your ideas.

toemem— 508 Chapter 6
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P_Stepﬂ4_ | R : ‘

Now read the sample response below. What similarities and dlfferences do you see with the
paragraphs you wrote" ' :

4 Sample Response

[ona [

ONINALSIT

| know that sometimes first i impressions of people -can be wrong.
“Yet | believe that it is important to rely on these first impressions. First
Impressions play a key role in future mteractlons and can be an important
part of nearly all relationships. : : -

One reason why | believe that flrst rmpressmns are lmportant is that
-+ they usually determine whether you will interact with a person again. For
example, if | get a bad first impression of someone | have just met, | am
likely to avoid interacting with that person in the future. As a result, first
impressions for me are what usually lead to any future encounters.

Even if two people interact aiter their first meeting, it is likely that the
first impression will remain with them over the course of their. relationship.
In my own experience, | once met a person at a party who spoke
negatively about a friend. This made me think that this person was not
trustworthy. | have spoken with this individual several times since then,
“and | have never heard him say anything else that was negative,

* However, because of that first impression, | stil cannot bring myseif to
“trust him,

- Also, first impressions of people are often used to describe them to
--others. This has happened with me many times. If, for instance, | mest
- aperson and she is very quiet initially, | am likely to describe her as quiet
- to others, Even if the person later opens up and becomes quite talkative,
I am still inclined to describe her as quiet because of my first impression
of her.

Given the way a first impression affacts my own perception of a person,
| believe that it is very important. While | might tallk with a person again
many times after that first interaction, the first impression | had with that
person always stays with me.
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Instructions: Choose the best word or
phrase to complete each sentence. -

1. Carolyn takes the in the
morning so she doesn’t have to drive her
car.

(A obligation
B) traffic

(C) subway
(D) congestion

2. My uncle has a gloomy
~on life, but my aunt is a very posntlve
" person.
{A) option
(B) schedule
(C) discipline
(D) outlook

3. I've never been a fan of
art because | can never tell what the
subject really is. '
(A} abstract
(B) appealing

({C) comprehensive

(D) efficient

4. It's important for people to keep their
in order, so they know
how much money they have.

(A) psers

(B} theories

(C) finances

(D) excuses

5. They found a great house in the
north of the city.

(A) crisis
(B} preferences
{C) traffic
(D) suburbs

i

‘ .
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6.

IVIy hlstory professor is very
about ancient

-cwmzatlons, 80 his lectures are very

interesting.
(A) knowledgeable

-~ (B) structured

(C})- efficient
(D) practical

Steve is taking chemistry
this year, but he’s always been good at
science.

@ lked

 (B) renewed .

- as a stuffy nose.

{C) advanced

(D} structured

Usually when people catch coids, they
have nasal , also known

(A} obligation

10.

B) option
(©) congestion

(D) disruption

The school board is making changes to

the . that will be taught

next year.

(A preference
(B) schedule

(C) productivity
(D) curriculum

‘Sometimes it is hard to a

person’s true character right away.
(A) ensure

(B) flow

(
({C) discern
{D) shift




1. She has been Iookrng for _.

-found a job. |
(A) obt_rgatron L
B) peers
(C) shortage

{D) empfoyment

12. Hank is very mtellrgent academrcally, but
he doasn’t make very
decrsrone _

(A structured

- (B). practical

- {C) comprehensive
(D) fatal

13. I dldn t see how todaye lecture was

assigned.

(A} relevant -

B) } disruptive

©) efficient
(D) civie

14 in order to become a doctor you have to
alot of thrngs about the

human ,bo_d_y.
(A) vield
B memotrize
(C) design ‘
(D) minimize . -

- 15. Gas inmany places
around the world are makrng it too
expensive 1o drive vehicles,

(A) outlooks

{B) theories

{C) shortages
(D) excuses

“for about four rnonths now but still hasnt

to the reading that was l

- . Instructions: Cheoee the WOrd_elo'sest'in e
- meaning to the und_erli_ned word or-phrase.

16, Not wearlng a seat belt can increass the

chances of a eady injury occurrrng ina
car accrdent

(A) fatal

B) key

(C) comprehensive -
(D) entire .

17 There s something very attractrve about a

- hig slice of chocolate cake

(A} discerning
{B) relevant -
 (C) appealing
D) productlve

18 Strange weather patterns in the 18"
- century werg related to a volcanic
eruption, :

(A) acquired
(B) linked - _
(C) constructed
(D) exposed

19, He coutd 'net_com_e to lunch with us today
because he had a commitment at work,

(A) obligation
(B) preference
(C) shortage
(D) insight

20, Peopie usually take aspirin to reduce pain,

but it is also good for preventing heart
attacks.

{A) renew -
(B) congest
(C) minimize
{0) discern
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21. lce cream stores now have a lot of flavor-
chojces to suit anyone’s taste.
theories

" 99, The whole family went on vacation this
: year to Hawali, and they all had a good
i time.
R (A) entire
I (B) potential
- (C) various
' (D) structured

{ 23. The company decided to-change their

marketing strategy to make their products !

more appealing to customers.
(A} flow
- (B) shift
(C) acquire
(D) expose

e e L L

: 24, There are different ways to prepare for a
; - test, soitis good to find out what works
best for you.

(A) "relevant
(B) appealing
(C) various
(D) disruptive

25, Farms producs the majority of fruits,
vegetables, and other foods that we buy
at the store.

(A} vield
(B) injure
(C) memorize
(®) construct

—— ol T
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- 26.';"1 was able to get the latest video game

‘console before the store sold out of them.,

(A} produce
(B) acquire
-{C) oblige

(D) discern

27. She offered no reason for why she did not
attend class the past two weeks.
(A) schedule
(B) behavior
(C) shortage
(D) excuse

28, The coach thought it was easily understood
what he expected from his players, but he
was mistaken.

(A efficient

(B) .obvious -

(C) - comprehensive
D) key

29, When there are a lot of things going on at
once, sometimes it is easier to make
plans to stay-on track. '

(A) appeals '
(B) outskirts

(C) insights

(D) schedules

30. Molly revealed Susan’s secret,'so now
Susan feels like her best friend has
betrayed her. ‘

(A} ensured

(B) disrupted
(C) abstracted
(D) exposed




of Cairo, Egypt’s capital -

. center. It was

. over 5,000 years ago

and is the only one of the Seven Wonders of
the Anclent World that is stil standlng !t is |

41 believed 0 have been 34, - -

for the pharaoh Khofu by his grand vizier, It is

i estimated that it took twenty years and the

constant 35. of about

200 000 workers to complete the Great Pyramid.

Many people have 36, - about

how it was built, but nobody knows for

certain. It is the main building in a well

ar. complex that contains

several other pyramids, as well as the Great

- Sphinx. The interior of the pyramid is very.

. 38, » With a grand gallery, the

~king’s chambers, and the queen’s chambers.

- Although 39. were taken to

guard against 40. __thieves,

- criminals were able to get in and vandalize

Khofu's tomb. -~

: Instructlons. Choose one word in eaoh group

that does not belong.

a1, important - key .
~main-.©  obvious
42, crisis disaster -
- relevant emergency
43, hut damaged
injured fatal
44. fight -~ conflict
congestion disagreement
45, action . performance -~
behavior . insight

. Instructions: Label each pair of words as

similar {S) or apposite (O).

46 .appropriate  suitable

- 47. - efficlent Iinoapa'ble
48, fléxﬂoility stiffness
49, __ . preference f'ondnessA_
50. flow . stream
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Instructions: Choose the best word or . - 6. Sometimes when you arein a hurry, it is

phrase to complete each sentence. ' - easyto small detalls.
: . (A) overlook
1. Shehasa__ __toforget (B) identify.
things, so she writes lists to remind herself (C) dominate
of what she needs to do. D) infringe
(A} origin _ - - .
(B) tendency : o 7. Recently, a lot of people are interested in
(C) heritage ' : tracing their family trees and discovering
(D) perception ; L their
| _ . (A) scholars
2. |haven’t known him very long, so | don’t (B) processes
* really know how he is. . () favors |
~{A) linked - S (D) -roots
B) timeless " : - o 1‘
(C) multicultural - . 8. Carol's boss asked her to work
(D) trustworthy : : tomorrow, so she won't
be able to go to the movies with us.
3. Leonardo DaVinci is afamous artist and - - (A overtime '
inventor who lived during the (B) individual
era. '_ (C) distance
(A) Wilingness (D} origin
B) Individual ' '
(C) Renaissance 9. Many countries place a lot of emphasis on
D) Timeless ' ‘ preserving their cultural ‘
. : (A) scholars
s 4. Aaronis going to visit his ' (B) heritage
, in Italy this summer, and he’s really exolted (C) essentials
- about going. (D) boundary
5— {A) relatives . o _
| (B) impressions : - 10. When taking a multiple choice test, ~
j (C) boundaries - sometimesitishardto =~
f _ (D) regulations_ the correct answers. - '
' (A) unite
5. My sister always gets in trouble at school {B) infringe
because she’s so . She {C) interact
just can't stay quiet during class. (D) determine
{A) binding ' '
(B) essential
(C) talkative

)
(D) scholarly
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about- -

. A) tlmeress
“(B) multicultural
C) passionate
D) trustworthy

12. | ke being around my friends and family,
but | also
-to spend alone.

(A} value

(B) overlook

(C) .process

(D) identify

*13.- The most pbpular Classic literature: usually
has themes, which .
anyone can relate to.

= (A) distant

(B) wiling

* {C) timeless

D) negative

1'4 The - of fortune cookies
was in California, not in China like many
- westerners think.

(A) percept:on
(B) core
(C) origin
(D). favor

15, Many countries nowadays are .
o , which | think makes
visiting. places more interesti_ng.

(A). perceptive

(B) muiticuttural

(C) essential

({0) original

cting. He wants to attend a performlng |

| Instructlons- Choose the word closest in = é
meaning to the underhned word or phrase Z
o _ S @

-16. The gOvem’ment Qntrol' what kind of g

business practlces are legal i in order to g

the time | get -

" 17. We must start taking care of our

- protect consumers, -

(A interacts
(B) unites _
(C) infringes. -

s
=
=3
=
Z .

(D) regulates

surroundings before it is too late to uhdo
the damage '

1531 DIV

(A) environment
* (B) boundaries
(C) foundations
)] hentage

18 My frst hough whenlsaw the palntlng
was that | didn't like it, but it's realiy not
that bad.

(A} passion

(B) impression -
(C) process -
(D) domination

19. Melanie does not really support one team
or the other because she-dossn't care for
football.

(A) favor

(B) regulate
(C} percaive
(O trust

20. It is very important that students arrive on

time when taking the college entrance-
exam.
(A) negative
(B) timeless
(C) essential
(D} original
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21. My younger brother often pushes the
limits of my patience, but | love him
anyway. -

(A) cores

(B) scholars

(©) individuals

(D) boundaries

22, They were not willing to loan Mark any -
more money because he never pays them
back.

(A) united
- (B) favored
(C) inclined
D) valued

23. At first, | didn't want to o to the party,
but once | was there l had a really good
time. -

(A) initially

~ (B) - essentially
(C) regularly
(D) distantly

24. Schaols have begun to teach children
about central values to help them become
good citizens.

{A) impressible

- (B} talkative -
)

My roommate says she feels like she has
become emotionally far away from her old
friends,
_ {A) united
- B) distant

(Cy fundamental -
D) willing

25,

|
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26. In the past, the basics of learning were
~ considered to be reading, writing, and
math.

(A) foundations

" (B) scholars
(C) relatives
D) origins

27. Each person needs to submit an
application to be considered for the
" position of manager.
(A inclination
(B) tendency -
(C) individual
(D) perception

~ 28. A person is considered an academic in a

field of study when he or she specuallzes
-in.that subject.

(A} processor

(B) environmentalist
{C) relation
- (D) scholar

- 29, When learniﬁg- anything new, it is

important to get the basics down before
moving on to the next level,

(A interactions

(B) heritages

(C) fundamentals

(D) origins '

30. When askad to n ecognlz e who he had
seen at the scene of the crime, Bryan was
no longer sure what the man looked like.
(A identify -

} infringe
) bind
D) impress

B
C
(




Her official title was Marchesa of Mantua,
It due to her noble 32.

she was related to nearly every ruler in Italy
at the time. lsabella was well educated and
33. learning. Due to her
!nﬂuence many artists, 34, ___ ,

( with Rena;ssance ffgures
as’ Raphael Da Vm0| .and Tltan It is said
hatshewasa36. . collector
of ancient coins and Roman sculptures.

; Isabella was also 37, toward
oltics. In fact, she ruled Mantua in her husband's
~absence whils he was being held hostage in
“Venice. 38. » upon his returm,
‘he acted 39. toward her for
-being a better ruler than he. Isabella was such
“a remarkable 40. : that she is -
“sometimes called the First Lady of the
Renaissance.

AR R G A e i S T e s

-Instructions: Chaose one word in each S

group that doss not belong.

1. readiness _
' trustworthiness

-42. infringe

violate

43. connect
interact

44, view

~ opinion:
45. process
regulation

opp08|tes

46. overiook.

47. unite

48. timeless
49. favor
50. talkative

B
(

eagerness

~ - willingness

‘unite
breach
attach

- bind

perception
identify
method

' procedure

_' Instructions: Match the words that are

(A) separate
) silent
0) dislike
(D) dated

{E) notice
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