reading bank

Forget Hollywood and
Bollywood

5 ot showing respect fo sb f sth that ofher
peaple usually respect (paragraph &)

& wary brightly colourad in an unpleasont

wealy (paragroph 7)

describing o story. play, picture, ete.in

which each character or event is o symbol

reprasenting an idea or a guallty. such as

fruth, evil, death, et (poragraph 8)

B fo tell somebody about sth, especially sth
that you hove experenced (poragroph &)

1 You are going to read cbout two alternative
film industries. Befare you do, lcok at the
picture. Which country’s films do you fhink
the posters show?

2 Read the arficle, Match the peopie
mentioned in the text (1-4) with the correct
description (a-d).

1 Randoll Harper

~

2 loncelot Imasuan

3 Farcogh Famokzad Over to you

4 Dariush Mehrjui 1 Which foreign country’s films would you
a Director and poet most like fo see?

b Nollywood film director 2 What about your own country’s film

¢ Film-aficionado industry? Are there any recent musi-see
d films?

Vanice Filrn Festival winner
3 Answer the questions.
1 Why did the Migenan film industey starf 1o
orow in 19927
2 What is the main theme of Migerian films?
3 What wos Loncelot Imasuen's impression
ot filrmaking in the US?
4 What miokes lrenian filrm-making the
'perfect antidote’ fo Wesfem films?
5 How did lranian films chonge from its eary
beginnings 1o the 1960s7

6 How did the lslkamic revolution help lranian
fimmakers?

4 Find words or phrases in the article that
maleh the following definifions.

1 (of buildings. vehicles, furniture. atc.)
in a very bad condition and needing
repair (paragraph 1)

2 athing that develops from sth, espacially
@ small organization that develops from a
lerger one (paragroph 3)

3 (of goods. work, etc.) made or done badly
and with nal enaugh caore (paragraph 3)

4 (dinformal) a lot of noisy. excifing activity
fhat is intended to ottract people’s
oitention {paragroph 53
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Forget Hollywood and Bollywood

1 We all know ahout the modern 'film factories’
af Hollywood and Bollywood, but what about
ather film industries which are doing things
differently? Whers ave they based arnd what
Yind of films do they produce? Film-aficionado
Randall Harper tells us about two emesging
powers in the world of movie-making.

2 It'sa far ory fram LA or Mumbai but Surulers,
& mmishackle suburb of Lagos in Nigeria, is the
home 1o the third largest film industry in the
wiorld; Nollywood. With over Loeo filme shot
annually, generating revernies of S50 million
and an audienee of 6oo million spread around
theworld, the film industry is the second largest
employer in Nigeriaand is producing stars that
are recopnized across the globe.

3 Uniike Hollywsod and Bollywood, the
Nigerian film industry is a divect offshoat of
television drama and has provided an alternative
to TV for millions of Migerians. It is widely
agreed that Noilywood was borm in 1992 when
the state Tun TV company stopped making the
popular seap operas that captivated acdiences
across Nigeria: The first film. Living in Bonduge,
wias characterized by poor dizlogue, shoddy
acting, and terrible continuity, but its dirert-to-
DV release bepan to satisfy the derand for
easy-on-the-eye dramas, Althaugh preduction
values have frproved, the films are still produced
cheaply - costing about 15,000 — and quickly.
They get shot in about ten days: Each movie
will sell hetwieen o5 000 and 50,000 copies, and
vecasionally & lockbuster' will sell seo.000,

@ Fans of Nollywood wotld say the films cover
a range of issues dealing with family. religion,
conflict and carmuption but the main themes are
witcheraft and the triurmph of gond over evil

5 Leading Nollywood dirpctar Lancelot
tmasuen recertly made a film in the USA and
was shocked by the waste, amazed that a film
could take sixty days to make. T had the pleasure
of shooting 2 film in Holiyweod, Imasuen said
i an interview. ‘ind | told therm, T want you
te know that 75% of your budget and timeis

wasted | Sixty days to shoot a film! How:
many working hours are actusily in those
sixty days? it's all razzmatazzl Nollywood has
certainly stripped avway all that excess and
simplified the filn-making process.

6 Iran's film-making has long been sean
as being the perfect antidote to Western
Irreverence.: Due to palitical constraints, film
rrakeys had to find different ways of telling
thetr stories and used the country's rich poetic
heritage for inspiration. But Iran may be
unigue ncso far as the founding Tigure of its
film industry wias 8 woman, and government
trtervention has actually helped to improve
its Teputation

T Very early [ranian films were inflienced
by Bollywood musicals, amd characterized by
garish costumes and romantic themes. Things
changed in the sixties hawever, when poetsy
began to influence film-makers, Post Faroogh
Farrakzad's documentary about & leper colany,
The House Is Biack; iswidely percetved to be
the first example of Irans unigue cinems
tradition The film was released in 1962 and i

The main
themes in
Nigerian films
are witcheraft
and the
triumph of

‘good over evil

Iran's
film-making
is the perfect
antidote

to Western
irreverence

set the standard for documentary, fable-like ——

films. Howevear, it wasn't until the severities
that the West started taking notiee wher The
Cenw,a film by Dariush Mehrjul, won a top
prize at the Versice Film Festival

§ After the Islamie revolution, Iranian
cinerna hita golden age The restrictions the
new regime put on film-makers freed them
of market prassures and allowed them tobe
mare allegorical in their work, The contrast
with the West was noticeable. Where s the
Friend’s House? — Abbas Kizrostami's account
af an eight-year-oid schoalboy trying to
return his classmate’s noteboak — was miade
in 1086 when Western cinema was arguably
at its rost superficial Kiarostami continues.
to be one of the big names ir Iranan cinerma,
along with Mahsen Makhmalbal whose
Mament of Innocence recounts the stabbing
that put him in jail for five years.

9 lrarsan films continue to stand out.
Twenty Fingers, starring and directed by
Maniia dkbari, won the best digital film at the
2004 Venice Film Festival showmg thal what
Irandan film-makers have lacked in money
they have more than mmade up for in creativity.
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