4 Malch the words or phrases (1-10) with the

definitions (a-).
1 shunning
2 promaotional stunt
3 hurtle
4 cope
5 freight
& shiff competition
7 grumblings
4 Recent figures suggested China carred 8 key sector
26% of the world's passengers and freight ¢ ossemble
on just &% of its raiways. 10 heavyhitier
5 In mality the frains are mainky built abrood on
the basis of technalogy ransfer ageements a sth that is dane in order fo aftract people’s
& Now Chinat s joining in: affention o adverlise sih

: b o dedl successfully with sth difficult
2 Read the arficle agdin and mark the {

sentences true (T) or false (F). Z am”i"ri:" / 31:1 O
1 y goods are fronsporte s,
Tn}:gd?gd:dmms & chﬁm&’ Lo planes, traing. of lares / rucks; the sysfem
2 ; ; o of transporting goods in this wey
2 Until the new trains wene infroduced info H
Ching, the jourmey between Shanghai £ N Remairiostin copodictior diecion
and Beijing ook nine hours, 1 fo fittopether all fhe seporate parts of sth
3 Trains are seen as one answer 1o Ching's g asiluation in which people or
growing transport problems, organizations compete with each ather
4 % of ol world possenger frovel fokes stiengly for. custorn
place in China. h  protests about sth that come from a
5 I the future the new Chinese trains wil number of people but that are nat
have infernet Gooess. exprassad very cloory

i the most imporant part of an area of
activity. especially of o country's ecanormy
(in politics or business) o person who s
powsarful

Over to you

1 How quick, safe, and reliable is train travel
in your country?

2 Do you aver have to work on the traln - if
50, how comfortable do you find it?

3 Complete the summary with the words below.
hoped  odvontoge  overcrowded i
faster image improved  outweighs
both  increased leod
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The new age of the train

They say that trends always come full dircle. First, it was the
train that heralded the golden age of travel Then the motor

car, and then the plane. Socould it be that we're abaut
o see a revolution in travel with more and more people
shunning the airways for the railways again?

a

A French trairwith a:25 coo-horsepower engine and
speciai wheels broke the world speed record recently for

conventional rail trains. reaching 3572 mph (574.8 kph) as it
shel through the countryside to the applause of spectators
The tripwas a promotional stunt by the French rail industry,

showcasing theirwares to the rest.of the world, and
establishing themselves as market leaders in a new era of
high-speed train travel

Haweever, it's net just in France where rail travel is

reinventing itself. In thie UK, new pe ndoline-style trains are

being marketed as cleaner, greener, and just as efficient as

ather forms of transport —allowing you time to yourselfas
you hurtle through the courtryside: These Italian-developed

trains, made by the French-owned company Alstom, are
speeding across 3 range of European countries including
Finland, Pertugal, and the Czech Republic

Glossary

herald: o b2 o sign that 8 s going fo hoppen

horsapower 0 unit for measuring e powes ol an ssgine

wares 1hings ihot-sb is.ssfiing. especially in fhe streaet or of @ morker
pendulino-style i ihe shyis of the Pendoling froins mede by he
Histam company

slogen o'word or phiose that is eqsy i remember offer used by

o galiticel party of in odvertising 1o offroct prople’s anenfion or o
“suggest an idea quickly

b -The Chiness state railway company Ras
recently faunched its awn high-speed rail service linking
Shanghai with the nearby city of Suzhou, making the 53-
mile trip i just thicty-rnime minutes. As the nev sysiem
develops, it is hoped that on some routes top speeds will
climb toiss mph, cutting two hours off the trip between
Shanghai and Beijing. making it possible to do the journey
Irvas little as nine hours. However, far the time being there
will need to'be speed restrictions on same sections of tracks
which are unable to cope with the new high speeds. ‘We
were facing a logistical nightmare,' a spokesman for the
company said, 'we were struggling to cope with increasing
transport demands so the trains are seen as a way to boost
passenger capacity

(4 The Chingse Xinhua news agency quoted
officials as saying the speed increase would raise passenger
capacity by mare than 18% = in-ather words, 300,000 more
train seats daily and freight capacity by rore than 12%:

The new trains have a futuristic element and in keeping
with this high-tech mage, the trains support internet wi-fi
services far those with lapteps and other mobile devices
wanting ta keep in tauch.

The upgrade was seen as essential as the rilways hava
been facing stiff competition from the growing road system
and increasingly inexpensive, more convenient air travel,
meaning passengers are preferring these ather farms of
transpert to the overcrowded railways. d

Alreacy there have been grumblings about the fares on

the new services which are nearly 50% more than current
express Lrains But the spokesman claimed that as more
séats become available, the prices will leve| off.

China, home to the world's fourti-largest economy, is
keen to shaw off the new bullet trains as evidence that it
can develop Its own technology in key sectors, and is not
simply where the world comes to assemble products.

e . with industrey heawy-hitters such as Japan’s
Mitsubishi-Kawasakl, Canada’s Bombardier, German giant
Siemens, and France’s Alstam.

Back in the 1g70< in the UK, the state-run rail company
proudly declared in an advertising slogan that it was the
‘Age of the train’ Maybe they were thirty years too early —
f
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