How to understand different Englishes

In this lessol .. Challenge
ways in whic i o1 Listen to the same senfences being said
diﬂers ' e e . by a British speaker and an American

- g speaker. What differences can you identify in
and othe 'arneties of | pronunciation? In each case, you will hear

the British speaker first,
1 He'sanew clerk
1l just get a glass of wafer.
| can't do thal advertisement.

2

Starter i a
world. Do 4 The malls foo hot.

| 5

&

1 ‘English is the language o

you agree? In your opinion s this a good
thing or not?

Is the garage on route 637
What's the address of the leisure park?

. s
2 Would :,'oulprsfer 10:Reak Infermlloncll o2 Listen fo two diclogues. They are almost
Eng: :I:isgn g Bt ?ﬂsrm sP::g W'T it idantical except that the first conversation
smiﬁg Er%ﬁ:m:::«l::; Icw::v '::;1 as is in American English and the second is in
the UK, the USA, or Australia? % British English. Find one imporant plece of
' factual information that is different between
7 the two dialogues.

T2 3 Listen again. Make notes of different words in

American and Brifish English that have the
% same meaning.

o 4 Listen fo fen different people af a conference
giving their opinion of the talk advertised
opposite, Which people feel positive about
the specker?

w Language box
o American English grammar differs from British BiE:  Bhe's finally got an answer.
(@) English grammar in a number of ways, although AmE: She's finally gotten an answer.
=i increasingly. American or British native speakers BrE:  The new part has fithed wall,
Q may understand and use both varieties. BT e P
o The present perfiect fense is often used in :
(o] Brifish Engiish fo falk about events that have Heve gareing faveaii tREeHteialcabo
s i passession in bath British and Americon English,
= happened close to now. In American English s S B e
0 the past simple is also possible, and already, gol | :
yet, and just can be used with the past simple: BrE;  Have you got @ webcam?
AmME and BrE: He's just token the visitor nesxt AmE: Do you have o webcam?
cloar, Preposition use sometimes varies between
AmE; He just took the visitor next British and American English:
doar: BrE:  Well do It at the weskend.
The post participle of got is gotfen in American AmE: We'l do it on the weskend.
English, although this is not used fo talk about BrE:  I'd hote that to happen.

possession. Some other past participles differ in

eolloguial American English: R L RS I el s ST

BrE:  Plecse writa to Helen.
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Hint Hint

Spelling somesimas differs in BrE ond AmE: Write short dabas o5 day / mondh / yearin

Br Eng: colour, publicise, defence, cenire, drought BE but monih / day / year in AmE:

Am Enig: color, publicize, defense, center, draft 25/12/2009 in BE is 12/25/2009 In Amé
Practice

1 Lock of the sentences by a speaker of British English.
What words would change in the senfences if thay
were spoken by o speaker of American English?

1 ‘We're importers of biscuits and sweats.

2 The shop's low on aubergines, courgeties,
lomatoess, potatoes, and crisps.

3 Ifit's mot in the boot of the caor. check under the

1400 Mr, Brendan Dennis discusses his
draft proposals for the new center
to develop food dyes and colorings.

= bannet,

f"’n 5 Listen again. Can you identify which accent 2 look ot the sentences by a speaker of American
each persan has? For each one, decide English. What words would change if they were
which of the two countries below they come spoken by o speaker of British English?
from. 1 A round-trig ficket downfown, please.

1 the USA England 2 Il wrife you when 've gotter home.
2 Awustrolio Iredand 3 We've got fo poy the check. Do you hove any bills?
3 Russia Karea
4 lomaica the USA
5 India Brazil
& South Africa the US4
7 Canada Australia
B Gemany Spain
9 France Monwery
10 England Scotland
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Lesson record

AmE: Please write Helen, 3 new words 3 useful phrases
In certain coses in British English, shall is used from this lesson from this lesson
for will ar should when making guestions and o o T
sentences with | and we, Shall is rarely used in S -
modem American English: Y
BrE:  What shall we da? vt e M. F A G o s o o SO ot

AmE: What should we do?

In British English, the structure go / come
and do something is usually go / come do
something in Amercan English:

BrE:  lats go and speak to him now.
AmE: Lets go speok to him now.

Look

Look af listening script 44.2 on pages 137-138.
Find rmore examples of differences betweaen
British and American English grammar.

Things to emember
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