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: Wow, look! There's a roof over the ring!

: Yes. The sumo ring is called 'dohyo' in Japanese.

'Rikishi' or sumo wrestlers compete in dohyo.

: 1 see. How big is dohyo?!

: 15 feet in diameter. It's made of miniatures of rice

bags and clay. Look! Rikishi are throwing salt.

: Salt?

: In Japan the salt is sometimes used for purification.

It's an idea of Shintoism. Dohyo must be made pure

~MEATE

with the salt before match.

: Oh, I see. They're just looking closely at each other.

Why don't they start to battle at once?

: They're doing so in order to raise their own fighting

spirits or mood. They need reach the peak of their

feeling before 'tachiai' or charge.
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