Learning vocabulary

Study ti
Read the notes and choose words from the box to ey P

complete them.

Beginners

s oftenprefertousea’  dicrionary.

Advanced students
® should use a dictionary that does not rely on *

Reasons for using an English-English dictionary:

e Using a dictionary is the first step in learning new words.

o Youcan®’ __ upthe meaning of a word or phrase.

e You can check the *_ of a word and if it has double lerters.

¢ You can learn the correct — of words in English, ideally on a
recordingor fromche®_ seripr.

Fi of a good dicti H

® Language is graded and aimed specifically at ESL/ELT learners.

e The’”  cxplain the meaning of the word in a simple way.

o Therearealso®  thar clearly contextualise the word.

® It helps you learn new words by telling you theword® _ and ifitis
an adjective, noun or verb,
Ierellsyou™ _ information (e.g, plural form).

® It warns you if a word is taboo, i.e. too impoliteortoo ' tousein
a formal situation.

e Treellshow®™  the word is and if it is mainly used for speaking or
writing.

e It contains useful ** of academic words, prefixes, word families and
idioms.
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Learning vocabulary 2 1

@ Look at the definition of the word practice taken from the Cambridge Advanced Learner’s

Dictionary and answer the following questions.

1 Which meaning of the word doesn't -
have a plural form? What tells you this? Peecticn MR LTRN It pric ocs Ty
2 What can you consult to find a list of words 5. M [u] acten rather than thought o idees
with a similar meaning? ety S e B o e o et 8
- = :::":;;;v?w Mﬁm :‘:‘;‘EWM Mohamed ?
3 Which form of the word collocates with 2l
dental, medical and legal? R
4 Isthe phrase make a practice of common? PEFEcn Rt AR Fr Pl e S i
5 Which three adjectives collocate with practice 2 W [ or ) samathing that s ususly o requiay dies, oflen a1 & KBS, tradnion or cutton
S What can European companses iearr: frm Japansae business prachices !
(regular activity)? IFs comman i h Gt 9 19 e harkvase. |
% Saned
6 Look up the same word in a different it i it Syt A O
dictionary to compare the information. =
5 m-pm:i':lrdamm L
ta du somel regulary
| i e ﬂ&yu:mﬁquﬁhwhmmwMwamn(m
m Use a dictionary to look up the e s 3
words in italics and find the following.
4 practice e usgs 2 Fprak o won TRADNG
1 the noun form of assume
s . ¢ o U} when you 9 something regulery or repsatedly o inprove
2 the opposite of import phect e biloredantinn' S sion St canileduis iy
At you COMIng (0 Cricket Hractos ths eveningT
3 the correct spelling of the past tense of occur i i TR TN SO N J0 D 1 ot A ot preiion.
Ml&ﬂ’mfvfmwww?m!mﬁbﬂ o play.
4 another noun form of the word method "':“""‘"“"""‘**"‘"“ et i
5 a phrasal verb with factor which means ‘to
include something’ when you are doing a "";“?2,‘";:' At bl o o s
Ca]CU!anon Wﬂmu reponTible for about fve thousand peoents,
- g 5 " 1 Sha's decided o pave the Hoakth Sorvice and ok 3 private SracTice.
6 an idiom with labour which means 'to work

hard because you enjoy it not because you
will receive money for it

Use a dictionary to help you choose the words in the box to complete the sentences below. You
need to change the form of the words.

ultimate: mantain

(5]

w N G ! kL

The government are planning to introducenew — that will set a minimum wage for all,

Researchersfoundapositive _ between computer access at home and student academic
performance.

Many people spend a great deal of moneyinthe —_ of happiness without ever finding it.
Theschoolgavemean — because | had been absent for 40 days that year.
Thesurveyfoundthata — number of politicians send their children to private schools.
Older houses generally requiremore __ than more modern houses.

The students immediately fell quiet when they heardthe —__ voice of their principal.
Botoxisaproteinwhichis _— from a live bacteria.
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2 1 Learning vocabulary

{11 In the following reading passage, three groups of words have
been identified by underlining, bold or italics, and the rest
are normal type. Read the passage and then match the types
of words (1-4) in the key below with a-d.

Study tip

| A recent experiment by Shigeru Watanabe showed thar the uggerly
un-artistic pigeon could be raughe o identify ‘good’ and ‘bad’
children’s artwork. How was the pigeon able to perform this feat
and why should we care that it did?

Re: d1 and Listening tests. Versions
Step back for a moment and look around your environment. ef:he?stm avm'lablge S

Perhaps you're sitting at a desk, by a table, or near a window.
Ourside, you might see trees, grass, other people, birds, and Aowers.
Despite the fact that you're probably receiving only a small amount
of visual information about many of these stimuli, it seems to be
an effortless and unthinking process to classify these objects into
their respective categories. Categorising these patterns of visual
stimulation allows you to make sense of an often complex and

I chaotic world.

It might very well be the case that much of our substantial neural \
machinery is built to address this complex problem of object
recognition; nevertheless, identifying so many different kinds of
objects must surely be a difficult computational task. After all,
we rarely sce the same version of any of these objects again. Still,
the task may be simplified by constraints on the appearance of
these objects. Most birds have beaks and wings; most trees have
mll bmwn trunlrs ﬂnd BIECI'I m bl'a.l'lfhcs. CIc. AS WC“, El'lC trecs, |
flowers, and grass will stay relatively still, whereas the birds and |
people will move in ways that are true to their biological nature. |

Remarkably, when pigeons are suitably trained, they too can learn

a variety of visual categories. We train the animals to report these

visual categories by placing them into an aperant conditioning
chamber or Skinner box, a common psychological testing apparatus. |

Anatherl,ang

| Key ..
1 high frequency words a upderlined ;I;‘e.g:n;mmp}o t&tgg?:nmma
2 low frequency words b bold
3 academic words c italic

| 4 technical words d normal type

;. | Lookat the passage again and answer these questions.

1 Which kind of words are most common?

2 lsitimportant to understand the meaning of the technical words?
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Learning vocabulary 2 1

|| Look at the extracts (1-5). Decide what the words in italics mean based on their context.

1 making pseudoscientific claims which are a You can compare the word to others in a list.
unsupported by scientific evidence b The word can be defined by an adjective.
2 these products give skin a healthy glow ¢ The word may be part of a cause and effect
3 are more help than hindrance sentence.
4 pharmacists, doctors and dermatologists d  You can see if the word is compared with another
5 the use of white lead to cover the face resulted in o,
hallucinations and c lsii e The word can be defined by a relative clause.

Working out a low-frequency word from its context can be done in a number of ways. Match the
methods (a—e) with the extracts (1-5).

| There are many ways to learn vocabulary. Tick the methods that you already use.

(VU U W]

1 __ Choose words that look familiar first — you may remember them better.
2 __ Choose the words you learn from a list of frequent words.
3 _ Repeat words aloud so you remember the oral as well as visual aspect of the word.
4 __ Use a mind map to link words together into a topic.
5 __ Use aweb browser to make a note of how a word is used.
6 ___ Ask other students or teachers about the word.
7  — Practise using the word with native English speakers.
8 ___ Look for the words in exam practice materials.
9 Use a variety of techniques so you don't get bored.
10 __ Use a system of index cards with a synonym, antonym and translation on the back.
11 Use new words as often as possible.
12 Use diagrams and pictures to illustrate new vocabulary.
13 __ Use physical actions to help remember the words.
14 __ Play games with words.
15 ___ Listen to recordings of words or make them yourself.
16 __ Cover the words you learn and guess them from their synonyms and antonyms.
17 __ Remember whether the word is formal, informal, positive or negative.
18 __ Learn vocabulary in lists of 18 or 36 words and revise them before you learn the next set.
19 ___ Read English language newspapers and journals every day.

20 __ Read factual passages on unfamiliar topics. N

| Are there any other things you can add to the list of methods in 3.17
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