How to tell a story

In this lesson you
expressions for

~ Expressions
01 Listen fo three colleagues falking about their

listening o an biokiei bbby sphieabia 53
1 Roberto's story fook place when he was a
Starter student.
1 Putthe i : 2 Roberio deliberately threw a drink over the
an anecd OWNET'S SOM.
a 3 The owner's 50N was very angry,
b 4 linda quickly found a job in the legal
aesistant. inclustry.
c It wiae abaut a month later 5 She had fo loke some files iInfo court.

d 1 onmyfist doy af work

& The shredder caught fire.
including a guy doing some a

photacopying, 2 Which situation do you think was the most
i the ‘phalocopying guy’ kept saving i 2, embarrassing and why?

hetio. o 3 The listenars fo the anecdotes used some
g Afterwards, whenever | sow him expressions fo show inferest, Which two of

- the following didn't they say? Listen again
]

1.1 was intreduced fo lots of people, to K yOuIr Gnswers.
i whien | realized he was the CEO! S
f Siohes « How comea? = You must be joking!
i | didn't pay too much atention ot i 2

e trre » That's great! « What o nightmare!

5 i you famenibar o 6 iy el + Mo wonder! « How embamassing!
current job? What was it iike? Did anything + Goonl + What hoppened nex?
unusual happen? « Sharnal

o Speaking Language box
E 1 Use the prompts below to tell your The past simple describes completed actions in
ﬁ te:echer_u story. Try to use language from the past and past states:
= Expressions and fhe Language box. We had fo make twenty people fedunden
» |ob interview laist veaon,
» prepons by leaming about compary / Ciur previows factony was really old-fashionad.

by 2
L When teling a story we use the past simple to

.
Q
o]
73

s fake wrong bus show o sequence of events which happened
+ fake anather bus one after the ofher:
= armve late | teok a deep breath, smiled ot the audience,
« interviewer iendly and started fo speak.
. mferviev.pq seems to like shirt becouse The paost confinuous describes actions in
lacks ot it often progress al a particular time in the past:
» interview goes well In the eary 50s | was studying economics
» go home after infarview university.

=« s2e a lurge coffee stain on front of shirt
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Hint

Wihen telling stones we-con use the presen! simple
and present confinuous fenses i order 1o make
Ire shary more lively ond dramuotic:

S, I'm sitting of my desk, wriing on email, when
suddenly | hear this huge bong and oll the lights

ga outl
| Writing
4 Match the expressions used by the ! 1 Write an email fo a friend telling them about the

storytellers to their functions. bad day you had at wark yesterday. Use the pictures
I'lt never forget .. showing that something i o help you write your story and try to use languoge

was on accident H frorm Expressions and the Language box.
To cuf a long introducing an |
story shawt ., angcdols i
Ididn'tdoiton  introducing the final
purpose (ond worst) event
It wasn't my faull.  introducing an obvious

slatement i
Neecliess fo say ... bloming somecne else i
That wasn't the intreducing something !
woorst of it, new and surpising
Litthe did | know ... intreducing o summarny
Totopital .. introducing something

Ven wWorse

Look

i Look at listening script 231 on page 131. Find more
examples of past fenses.

Lesson record

We use the past continuous with when, while, 4 new words 3 useful phrases
and as fogether with the present simple to from this lesson from this lesson
show that one event happened while another 1 1

Wwas in progress:
My boss walked in as | was talking about
nim ta my colleagus.
While our company was exponding we
took on sevaral new employees.

The past perfect shows that an action fook

place before something else in the past
When we arived, the meefing had already
started,

The past perect continuous describes actions

in progress before another event in the past:
Security was improved becouse o member of
staft had been stealing company products
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