
SPEAKING 

PART 1 

E=Examiner(5i\~'g) C=Cand idate ()¥:!J%1' } 
E: Good morning. Could you tell me your full name, 

please? 
c: My name Is Manabu Otsuka. 
E: Can I see your identification, please, Manabu? 
c: Here you are. 
E: Thank you. That's fine, thank you. Now in this first 

part I'd like to ask you some questions about 
yourself. Let's talk about where you live. Do you 
live in a small town or city area? 

c: I live in a large city, Tokyo. 
E: Is there anything you don't like about living there? 
c: Yes, I don't like commuting on a crowded train every 

morning. Sometimes it is so bad that station 
attendants have to push passengers onto the trains 
and so we are packed like sardines. It's so stressful. 

E: Do you think you will continue to live in this city 
in the future? 

c: No, I plan to move to Canada as soon as possible. 
That's why I'm taking the IELTS test. I hope to make 
a new life for myself. 

E: I'd like to talk about sports centres now. Are there 
a lot of sports centres where you live? 

c : Near where I live? No, not really. There is one ~I?~~~ 
~~~~. a small one, near my house, where people can 
go and do aerobics or lift weights, I think. It's ~ 
5 minutes' walk from my house. For other sports 
facili ties, I have to go to the next town. 

E: Is it important to have sports centres near where 
people live? 

c: Yes. I think so. It is important for people to be able to 
access sporting facili ties - it provides oeportunities 
for eeo,ele to play sports and keee fit. Without such 
faci lities, it could have a negative impact on the health 
of citizens. The more sporting facilities, the better, I 
think. 

E: Do you think people seend enough time doing 
sport in your country? 

c: Um ... In general, I don't think they do. Most people 
are just too busy or lazy to do any kind of sporting 
activities. There are exceptions, of course. For 
example, I hear that it's popular to jog around the 
Imperial Palace right in the centre of Tokyo. So, I 
think that the 9ap is widenin£1 between those who 
spend a lot of time doing sport~ those who don't. 
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E: Are people in your country today more interested 
in sport than in the past? 

C:Um ... ~ithink !!_ 
~ sport. People are more 
Interested in some sports than they were in the past, 
especially !t?_CI!~~-1!, or ~.CI9.C!~~. as it's called in Ja~. 
I think the main reason is that in some sports 
Japanese players are more~ 
than they used to be. 

E: Now, let's move on to talk about !'!~~~~~- Do you 
often stay in hotels? 

c: I wish I could, but unfortunately 1 rarely have a chance 
!£stay in a hotel ~ I don't have to. 1 
work at my desk most of the day, and so ... I don't 
make a ~':!~!!]~ trip either In Japan or abroad. So 
the only occasions 1 can stay in a hotel are when 1 
!@~~!for sightseeing about once a year, which makes 
me very happy. 

E: Does your country have a lot of big hotels? 
c: Well, there are a lot of big hotels, yes. We have most 

of the major International hotel chains like ... um ... 
Hilton and ... Hyatt, and also some large Japanese 
hotels like the New Otani Hotel, for example. One of 
the main reasons should be ... that Japan is a popular 
destination for tourists. The number of foreign visitors 
has been increasing dramatically in recent years. 

E: What sort of hotels are the most popular for 
business people? 

c: As you may know, Japan is quite well known for its 
capsule business hotels, which are usually in big 
cities like Tokyo where business people can, urn, or 
anybody really can, stay overnight in a very small 
capsule which has enough room for sleeping only. 
And these are popular with business people simply 
because they're very inexpensive. 

E: Which do you prefer, small local hotels or big 
international hotels? 

c: Well, it depends, really. If I'm on business and in a 
large city, I prefer to go to the familiar large hotels. 1 

guess 1 prefer them because 1 understand their 
systems, and ~these hotels are run. But when 
I'm on holiday, whether in Japan or overseas, I often 
like to go to the smaller, ah, cosier and friendlier 
hotels. 

E: Thank you. 
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TEST 2 • SPEAKING 

PART2 *fffi: p.103 19 

[!] - . @l~f§IJO)~ 

E=Examiner (~~-g) C=Candidate (~~;g) 
E: Now I'm going to give you a topic. I would like 

you to talk about it for one to two minutes. You'll 
have one minute to think about what you're 
going to say before you begin talking. Before you 
talk you can make some notes if you wish. Here 
is a pencil and some paper. Do you understand? 

c:Yes. 

[1 minute] 

E: I'd like you to talk about someone you know who 
takes ~ood ehotos. Remember, you have one to 
two minutes for this. Don't worry if I stop you. I 'll 
tell you when the time is up. Can you start 
speaking now, please? 

c: I'm going to talk about someone I know who is really 

good at R~~~<?9!~1?~-~. and that is my brother. My 
brother has a DSLR semi-professional camera. I 
can't remember the brand but I'm pretty sure it's a 
Japanese one, Canon, maybe. He often uses it when 
he travels or when he meets friends and family. 
Whenever he goes to different places, he likes to 
take pictures of the people there. He also takes 

pictures of beautiful ?.~E?~-~1)'. interesting buildings or 
anything that he finds interestin!;J when he's out and 
about. Um, when he's finished taking his pictures, 
he usually saves them onto his computer and he 
likes to use software like Photoshop to, um, you 
know, rearrange and adiust his photos and or_Qanise 
them . Oh, and one thing he's been doing quite 
recently, actually, is printing out the photos and 
putting them into attractive little frames and giving 
them to people as gifts for birthdays or for visits -
it's such a nice thing to do, I think. The software he 
uses to improve his pictures seems real ly 

S::.<?r:']P)~~~!~!=!· but he knows how to use it really well. 
I think that he's a really good R~~t_<?9!!3:1?~-~~ because 
he has a !;JOOd exe for detail, and he has a Q_OO~ 
sense of sha!Je and balance, so his pictures often 
look quite professional. I think he really enjoys 
photography and works really hard to try and make 

his R~~t_<?9!!3:1?~-~ look good after he has taken the 
picture. 

E: Thank you. Have you told anyone else about your 
brother's photography? 

c: Um, no, not really. I think I mentioned to my wife that 
he is 9ood with his cameras and that's about it. 

E: Do you like to take photographs? 
c: Yes, I do. Especially when I travel. I often take pictures 

of my family and print them out and put them on the 
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wall. 
E: Thank you. Can I have the pencil and paper back, 

please? 
E: ;J;IJ:IJ>t?~;!l.\~l..tco illltfi;fflii!:lt"CI.\t.:.t.:.lt~Y 
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PART3 

E=Examiner(~~'B') C=Candidate (:¥l:~:l.') 
e: We've been talking about someone you know who 

takes good photos. We are now going to discuss 
some more general questions related to this topic. 
First, let's consider photos in general. Do you think ! 

people today take more photos than they used to? 
c: Um, I think probably they do, yes, since these days 

most people in the world have ~!!l.~r:tR~~~~-~ which 
have very high-quality cameras. They can replace 
stand-alone cameras. This means that people take 
more and more photos because they're always 
carrying the phone, and therefore, they're always 
carrying a camera around. Another reason wh~ 
people are taking more photographs now ~ 
there are lots of ways that people can share their 
.ehoto!;!raphs online with programs, I mean um, 

applications, like !~~t_<!9!?.1'!1. and .f.~~-~~~C?.~ and 
J:..Y!!t.~~ where people can upload pictures as soon as 
they've taken them and share them with friends and 
family. 

E: What kinds of photos do most people like to keep 
or send to other people? 

C: People like to send photos of themselves, called 
'selfies', and their friends and things that they like 
around them. I think people usually send photos of 
themselves together with friends a lot these days. 
They might keep these pictures on their phones or 
computers and never send them to anyone, though; 
that's what I tend to do anyway; I really should do 
something with my pictures. 

E: Do you think people should take lessons to learn 
how to take professional photos? 

c: I think there is so much information online these 
days that they probably don't really need to. I mean, 
there are instruction videos on YouTube and there 
are websites designed specifically for the .eurpose <?.! 
teaching people how to do good photography. ~ 
is more, a lot of the smartphones these days have 
instructions and guides within photo apps that give 

you guidance on, um, white ~~~-~!}~-~ and whether 
we should use a flash or not, for instance. Certainly, 
though, taking lessons in anything can improve the 
way you do it. 

E: Let's move on now to talk about media and 
photography. What are some of the differences 
between written news stories and news stories 
with photos1 
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c: Well, I think having photographs in a news item can 
help the reader to kind of develop an image of the 
situation - the context in which the-r19WS event 
happened. Most people will prefer to read a news 
article with a photograph to get a description of the 
place, the atmosphere and the kind of people 
involved, like the expressions on people's faces. 

E: Do you think it is okay for news organisations to 
ask people to send in their own photos of news 
events as they are happening! 

C: Yes absolutely, why not? 1 think that a lot of news 
agents do this already, because everybody carries 
around a camera with them these days just by 
having their smartphones, so news organisations 
can ~ this, by potentially having 
them as photographers anywhere something is 
happening in the world. They can get photos and 
videos of a particular news event and get them 
instantly. So, yes, I think it's invaluable for news 
organisations to get people to send them photos. 

e: Photos can now be sent immediately from one 
side of the world to the other within minutes, 
How has this changed journalism? 

C: I think in some ways it has really changed, urn, 
journalism. The speed at which events can be 
reported and photos of those events can be 
presented to the public has, kind of, revolutionised 
journalism. Now, a news organisation can have 
IJ_I?9.~!~_s_ with photos as news events unfold. For 
example, the BBC and other large news organisations 
have live updates with .e.ictures o~websites £.1: 
~when very significant events are happening 
- it's very impressive, I think, and of course, it's 
important as a service for the public. 

e: Thank you, our time is up now. That's the end of 
the speaking test. 
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about 5 minutes' walk from ... I keep fit I the more ... the 
better I spend ... doing I In general I as it's called ln Japan I 
Internationally competitive I simply because SV I the way SV I 
whether in Japan or overseas I whenever SV I find ... interesting 
I for tl1e purpose of doing I what Is more I the context in which 
SV I take advantage of ... I the speed at which SV 
1> rn .•JJ 1-rs •-tx 
It provides opportunities for people to do I There are exceptions. 
I The gap is widening between A and B I It's hard to say really 
because ... I It depends on the type or ... I I wish I could. but 
unfortunately ... I I rarely have a chance to do I It's such a nice 
thing to do I Another reason why SV is that SV ... 
.. i, ~>I nG r •· ~ld:clc J'!l 1 

take good photos I adjust (organise! one's photo I a good eye 
for detail I a good sense of shape and balance I good with 
one's camera I share one's photographs online I be sent from 
one side of the world to the other within minutes /live updates 
with pictures on their websites or via Twitter 
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sports club, football. phot6graplly, complicated, 
photographer, fnstagram, Y6uTube, balance, update (!tb~ii.JI;J: 
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" ~··?~~~-~~~1-M~·~~~ 
hotel crmJ <:'t&:< ril,<JJ) , photograph U7:>tJ 1:'t&:< r7>t 
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