
SPEAKING 

PART1 

E=Examiner(Ai\:~'!!r) C=Candidate (~~;&') 

E: Good morning. Could you tell me your full name, 
please? 

c : My name is Akiko Suzuki. 
E: Can I see your identification, please, Akiko? 
c : Here you are. 
E: Thank you. That's fine, thank you. Now in this 

first part I 'd like to ask you some questions about 
yourself. Let's talk about what you do. Do you 
work, or are you a student? 

c : I'm a student at the moment. 
E: And what do you study? 
c : My major is English literature. 
E: Why did you choose to study English literature, 

Akiko? 
c : Well. I enjoyed studying English at school, so I wanted 

to learn more. I also like reading books, especially 
English books, so I chose English literature as my 
major. 

E: I'd like to talk about f"!l.onex now. Is money 
important? 

c : Yes, I th1nk it IS Important, though it depends on how 
important it IS for you to have lots of th1ngs in your 
life. Of course, we all need money to survive, but how 
much each of us needs depends on the individual. 
Some people want to have more than others. 

E: Do people in your country save their money? 
c: Some people do, yes, but perhaps more people 

should. I personally try to save as much as P.C?~-~i-~1~ 
of what I earn from my part-time job, but some of 
my friends don't save at all. No one knows what will 
happen in the future, so I'd say that everyone should 
set aside some money for a rainy day. 

E: What sort of things do young people spend their 
money on? 

c : Well, it depends on the type of person; younger 
people tend to spend their money on ~~!~~~[~~~~!· 
like going out for drinks, going to r~~ta~:~~~I:t.~ or 
buying ~'?.~ or DVDs. But actually, these days, many 
young people are more thrifty than their parents 
~ ~ be in their youth and do not spend much 
money, except perhaps on their ~.l!l!~'!P.~-~~~-~-

E: How do you feel when you don't have enough 
money to buy something you want? 

c : I feel pretty disappointed when I can't buy something 
that I really want because I don't have enough money, 

but after that init!?! disappointment I often think, 
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well, maybe I didn't really need that thing or maybe 1 
can save up and buy it if I really want it -I should be 
able to wait. 

E: Now, let's move on to talk about food and meals. 
What's your favourite meal, for example, breakfast, 
lunch or dinner? 

C: Well, I suppose my favourite meal would have to be 
dinner, because that's when 1 get to ~!! down with 
family and eat a more substantial meal, and some of 
my favourite dishes are served during dinner like 
nikujaga or tonkatsu, which are, ah, two very common 
Japanese dishes eaten for dinner. 

E: How important do you think it is to have three 
meals a day? 

c: Urn, well, I think it would be recommended to have 
three meals a day because that ~your body~. 
urn, receive an adequate amount of calories 
throughout the day, and eating one or two meals a 
day can make you eat too much at one time, when 
you should eat smaller amounts three times a day. 

E: Who do you think enjoys cooking more, older or 
younger people? 

C: That really depends on the individual of course, but 
perhaps, urn, younger people enjoy cooking more 
because it's still something ~ new to them 
and cooking ~ quite trendy these days 
compared to what it was in the ast when cooking 
was considered more of a chore. 

E: Do you think more people will eat !!l!~.':t:'~~-~~ 
meals in the future? 

c: I think this is something that people used to think 
years ago when microwaves were first introduced 
and they thought that people would start using them 
for general cooking, but now that microwaves have 
~for a long time, I think they're considered 
supplementary to normal cooking tools like an oven 
rather than a complete !'1.~~~!1_<~:!iy_e;. 

E: Thank you. 
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PART2 

E=Examiner(Q'B') C=Candidate ( 5¥:~:\t ) 

E: Now I'm going to give you a topic. I would like 
you to talk about it for one to two minutes. You' ll 
have one minute to think about what you're 
going to say before you begin talking. Before you 
talk you can make some notes if you wish. Here 
is a pencil and some paper. Do you understand? 

c :Yes. 

[1 minute] 

E: I'd like you to talk about a wedding you have been 
to. Remember, you have one to two minutes for 
this. Don't worry if I stop you. I'll tell you when the 
time is up. Can you start speaking now, please? 

c : I'm going to talk about a wedding that I have been 
to - I went to my !'J~!~!:s wedding, umm, the wedding 
was in a small town in the north of Japan, in Hokkaido, 
and she had this wedding about five years ago. I 
think it was during the summer and it was quite a 
nice Saturday afternoon, quite a warm day. At the 
wedding I met many of my family members includin9 
my immediate family and my sister and her friends, 
and my sister's partner's family and his friends as 
well , so I met a lot of different people there. Ah, this 
wedding was important because it was my sister's 
wedding, and she had actually been together with 
her partner for about five years before they got 
married, so we already knew him, and it was a very 
happy moment for her. It was also the first time for 
me to go to a sibling's wedding, so it was also 
important for that reason. I remember that my sister 
seemed happier than I had ever seen her, and she 
looked really beautiful with a large white wedding 
dress. Unfortunately, she didn't like her makeup; she 
thought there was too much. But that was the only 
thing that she didn't like. I think overall it was a 
wonderful experience for everyone there - a lovely 
wedding and very memorable - certainly one I'll 
never forget. 

E: Thank you. Would you like to have a wedding like 
your sister's? 

c : Oh, I sure hope so - but I would need to have a 
steady boyfriend in the first place. I couldn't get 
married without a partner, I'm afraid. 

E: Thank you. Can I have the pencil and paper back, 
please? 

( ~~i ) 
o sibling R.ml!5~(o:> 1 A> 
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PART3 

E=Examiner(8iti\ll1"§') C=Candidate (5¥:~'ii) 
E: We've been talking about a wedding you have 

been to. We are now going to discuss some more 
general questions related to this topic. First, let's 
consider weddings and marriage in general. 
When is a person truly ready for marriage? 

c: Urn, it's hard to say reall;t because there doesn't 
seem to be any, urn, cultural ru les about when people 
should get married any more. Traditionally, people got 
married quite young, between the ages of, say, 18 
and 24 or 25, but these days more and more people 
are getting married later. Here in Japan, for example, 
it's not unusual to hear about people getting married 
in their earlx_ to mid-30s - ah, starting fami lies at 
that age is, practically speaking, better because §! 
this stage in life people are more prepared for 
something like marriage and starting a family. They 
have a certain amount of financial securitx_ and 
some life exeerience, and, urn, they have become 
experienced with having relationships and living 
!9.Q~~~~~. so I think that, 9.enerally speakin9., for 
practical purposes, and to ensure that marriages are 
successful, it's probably better to get married in their 
30s. 

E: What kinds of things should young people do 
before they get married? 

c: I think before people get married there are certain 
experiences that they should have. Urn, generally 
speaking, it's probably better for people to have 
several relationships with different partners to learn 
about the different types of people and really 
discover the kind of person that suits them before 
they get married. And I think it's important to be 
adventurous and travel and experience as many 
things as possible, and enjoy yourself before getting 
married. Not to sax. that getting married means you 
can't enjoy your life, but there are some things you 
can't do so easily ~ you're married; you should 
do the kind of things that you really want to do with 
your life without having to worry about somebody 
else, before you get married. 

E: Do you think people should get married again if 
their first marriage is not successful? 

c: Yes, I think so, but it 's also important to not~ 
on a marria~ - people should really commit 
themselves to their marriage and the relationship. 
Marriage is something that you often have to work 
hard at, and you shouldn't give up easily. But I think 
that in cases where you have worked hard, and tried 
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to get the relationship to work, but failed, it can be 
better to seek a different partner for the happiness 
of everybody, especially if there are children involved. 

E: Let's move on now to talk about marriage and 
society. The roles of men and women are 
changing. How has this impacted on how people 
view marriage in your culture? 

C: Well, in Japan, traditionally, like in any other culture, 
men and women have had very ~; ah, the 
man is responsible for, you know, brin~ini:J home th~ 

~while the woman is responsible for~.~~~~~?!~. 
!'!<?~.~~?_r_~ and cooking, and those sorts of things. 
These roles have changed to some extent. especially 
in Western society with marriage roles blurring. In 
Japan, however, the change is not so much because 
of changing roles but more because of a shift 
towards self-reliance and living by oneself. Japanese 
people are becoming less and less interested in 
relationships and marriage altogether. 

E: The media often highlights celebrity marriages 
and contracts that are agreed on before marriage. 
Is this a practical attitude towards marriage? 

C: Right, so I think you're talking about 'prenuptial 
agreements'; they are not very common in Japan 
and, um, I have heard about them in America - 1 
think they're popular among Hollywood stars. I 
personally don't think they are a good idea because 
I believe that a relationship should be built on, um, 
trust, so if you're going to have a relationship 
without trust in the other person, then I think that the 
person you are marrying is not the right person. !! 
~. though,~ one person is a lot 
wealthier than the other. 

E: Changes in attitudes to marriage and family 
responsibilities have resulted in increasing 
numbers of~- How will this 
impact society in the future? 

C: I don't think there will be any si nificant impact on 
society, umm, ~ children are brought up in a 
loving and supportive environment. ~ 
~ there is one parent, two parents, same-sex 
parents; I don't see that it makes a difference. It 
could be that, urn, there could be extra pressures 
put on single-parent families, and this is where the 
government can step in to make sure that single­
parent families are sufficiently supported financially, 
and also that they have caregivers available ~ 
necess~!t· It is no doubt more difficult to bring ue 
~ alone, but not ~~P_<?~:>.i!J:I~ if the society is 
supportive. 

E: Thank you, our time is up now. That's the end of 
the speaking test. 
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considerecl ... I compared to (what it was in the past) I have 
been around I including I in one's early to mid-30s I generally 
speaking I to ensure that SV I not to say that SV I once SV I 
to some extent/ when necessary 
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It would be recommended to do I It's hard to say really 
because SV / It's not unusual to do I A relationship should be 
built on trust. /It could be a good idea if SV / I don't think there 
will be any significant Impact on ... as long as SV I II doesn't 
matter whether SV /I don't see that it makes a difference. 
~ ~~~- 7 &~9~~~~~T~~-
start a family I at this stage In life I financial security I life 
experience I give up on a marriage I comm1t oneself to ... I 
have clear roles I be responsible for ... I bring home the money 
I a shift towards ... I single-parent families I bring up children 
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