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PREFACE
TO THE REVISED 3rd EDITION

The new Japanese forBusy People is made up of three volumes: Book I (available in both

romanized and kana editions), Book II, and Book III. Japanese for Busy People Iwas first
published in 1984. Itwas based on materials used by AJALT teachers with more than ten
years of experience teaching Japanese at every level from beginning to advanced.

The series was first revised in 1994, when Japanese for Busy People II was divided
into two volumes, Book II and Book III. Only a minimum number of modifications were

made to Book Iat that time. This 3"j Edition, then, constitutes the first major revision of
Book I. It involves a wide variety of changes, including the adoption of a unit-basedstruc
ture, notesabout Japanese culture, newand expanded exercises, and updated dialogues.
The authors have made every effort to apply the results of the most recent research in

Japanese-language education to ensure that learners acquire a clearer understanding of
the situations in which Japanese is actually used, and gain increased confidence in their
communicative abilities.

It is our fervent hope that this book will inspire people to learn moreabout Japan and
the Japanese language.
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