Ways and means

"7 Look at the photograph and write as many adjectives as you can think of
to describe the scenery and location. Do not use nice, lovely or beautiful.

| [uﬁ] Listen to a description of the place and note the adjectives you
hear which describe these nouns.

place area buildings accommodation views landscape

i_gigj_li Read the passage about a new tourism development in Bhutan.
Are the statements on the opposite page TRUE, FALSE or NOT GIVEN?

From government ministers ro rice farmers, every Bhutanese you speak with will declare chat his country

is in constant, imminent peril, Bur the invading armies they fear are those of tourists, and the threat is to
their traditional way of life. After taking the throne in 1974, King Jigme Singye Wangchuck instirured a

| number of policies designed to preserve the country’s cultural identity. While making education a priority,
he restricted corrupting influences like television (which was introduced only in 1999) and required cirizens
to wear the nation’s traditional kimono-like garb.

Looking with horror at the many negarive social, cultural and environmental effects that virtually
unrestricted tourism was having on nearby developing countries, the government instituted a ‘low-volume,
high-value’ tourist policy in the 1970s that continues to this day. The only way to visit Bhutan is on a
pre-arranged package deal that includes hotels, food, guide and driver. The packages cost a minimum of
$200 a day, although this is arguably not bad value, considering everything that comes with it. The policy |
succeeds in keeping the backpacking hordes away; only 7,000 rourists fly into Bhutan's one airport — which |
is serviced by just two planes — every year.

Bhutan is thus a place where travel still feels like an adventure, where the illusion of true exploration is
occasionally still believable. Go to Bhutan, and you may well find yourself driving for hours along terrifying,
winding mountain passes and then climbing to a monastery perched on a cliff that seems to defy all laws

of physics. If you are lucky, you may be granted permission to enter the primary temple in the centre of

the courtyard. Stepping over the high threshold and into the inner sancruary, you can barely see, because
the room is dark and the air is thick with a mixture of smoke from the gas lamps and incense. Bur slowly,
brilliant murals reveal themselves, along with an elaborate altar, behind which a group of finely detailed
gold and bronze Buddhas seems almost to glow. For a split second, it is possible to feel that you are the first
non-Bhutanese who has ever seen such a sight, That feeling, of course, is solid travel-industry gold. And a
new luxury resort is set to capitalise on the fact that until now, even at $200 a day, no accommodation in
Bhutan could be considered international quality. Even in the country’s very best hotels, the best that can
be promised is thar the showers will probably be hot, the toilets will probably flush and the electricity will
probably work. |
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1  The local people are worried about the future of their country.
2 The king was keen to change his country to attract more tourists, . —
3 The local people were unhappy with the restrictions on their dress, . .
4 The Bhutanese government was impressed with developments

in nearby areas.
5 Visitors are unable to visit Bhutan without prior planning.

& Children would find visiting Bhutan a boring experience.

7 The new resort will be similar to existing accommodation.

[ Complete the sentences below with the words in the box.
You may need to change the form of the words.

pleasant world convenient

traffic  intermational long

1 There are no cars allowed on the island so the area is completely
-free.

2 Ourhotelwas. |ocated near the beach.

3 The outside looked very basic so we were
surprised to find our room had a private bathroom.

4 The custom in this area is to dine late at night so the restaurant

was_ emptywhen we arrived.
5 Wefinally departedforour —__-awaited holiday.
6 Wecouldntwaictotrythe  famous deserts,
7 Thehotelchainis —_ renowned for its luxurious setting.
8 Ourbudgetroomwasvery _ furnished but adequate nevertheless.

“I! The following extract from an answer to an IELTS
Writing Task 2 contains common errors made by candidates.
Choose the correct alternative to improve the accuracy of the answer.

Many more people travel nowadays than in the past. What impact does this increase in tourism have
on the countries that they visit?

ourism / Tourists has brought a lot of benefits *to / in many countries around the world. In fact, in

many countries it has become one of the most important *ressources / resources and the main source

of income. But what negative ‘effects / affects does tourism *have / do on a country and its people?

The greatest impact is on the land. In order to “attract [ persuade more tourists, areas that were once
pristine are suddenly filled with luxury hotels and resorts. The need for a clean water supply and good
Ttransports [ transport takes its toll and inevitably leads to environmental *damage | damages. The
tourists themselves may pollute the area with their litter while their ignorance of local culture might
“cause [ result offence. However, "in / from my view, the benefits of tourism far "overweigh / outweigh the
drawbacks, and many of these countries would not have survived without the “tourism / tourist industry.,
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: EE Listen to a talk about the history of air travel in the
USA and complete the timeline below with NO MORE THAN
TWO WORDS for each answer.

1903 = The Wright brothers flew for the first time.

Ravel NG
Y

trip thm wasﬁng; or : shqn:stax a

1923 e« ' planes were introduced. business trip; or a hohday' I'm gmng
* Planes were owned by the Post Office, which away of a mP»
added?’ _ toincrease e
income.

e Planescouldntcross®
so people made part of the journey by train,

1927 = Charles Lindbergh flew non-stop from New York
to Paris.

* People were emotional on hearing abour his a1 docun ;
4 .in the French capital. travel destination, travel r!smcthns.

Late 1930s = The DC-3 airplane cut costs but train travel was sill
cheaper and more °

1940s o Events of The Second World War led to the growthof® |

. Developments in plane design meant better
for travellers.

1960s ¢ Only® _ flewregularly.

1970s and 80s » A:rlmes were deregulated so airlines could set their
and . themselves,

~ Look at the question from Part 2 of an IELTS Speaking test and the extract from one candidate’s
answer below. Choose the correct alternative to improve the accuracy of the answer.

Describe a special trip you have been on, You should describe:
e the place you visited

* the journey

= what you did there

e why you chose to go there

and explain why the trip was special to you.

One "travelling / trip | remember really well was crossing Australia, | had read an article about it in a
*travel { travelling magazine so | thought | knew what to expect, but the *journey / travel was so long
that | thought it would never end. | stayed in Australia for three weeks and during the ‘travel / trip | saw
lots of amazing things. My favourite place was Sydney, though, because it has so many *tourist / tourism
attractions that "passengers / travellers never feel bored there. | wished | could have stayed longer.

Eﬁ Decide how you would answer the questions in 2.3 and 2.2 yourself.
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Test practice

Writing Task 1
‘You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The pie charts below show the most common advantages and disadvantages of Fairmont
Island, according to a survey of visitars.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.

Most common disadvantages Most common advantages
12%
O weather O the people
B high cost of living B the scenery
O entertainment O good accommaodation
W food quality M culture

Write at least 150 words.

Show the ‘examiner you can

""" paraphrase the figures in the )
Use just under half of, a third of and a

""" fifth of instead of 47%, 33% and 20%.

‘Remember not to repeat the ‘words in

the quesuon too many times.

] 1ld find different words and

ean the same thing. Use
plus points and benefits in place of

""" ‘advantages and drawbacks or pmblems

in place of disadvantages. You can

also use longer phrases to mean the

same thing, e.g advantages = things

that penple liked about; disadvantages =

what visitors claimed to dr,slihe about.

Plan your answer here:




