
LESSON 96 

511 a few few 

feel sorry for someone 

The difference between "a few" and "few" is that "a few" simply means 

"not many"， whereas "few" often expres書出the idea of "not enough" or 

"fewer than expectedぺIf somebody says that they have �型 friends，

they mean "not many， but some"; they are probably happy with the 

number of friends they have. Howevel二if somebody says that they have 

few friends， they mean that they don't have enough friends and that 

they would like more. If we say "There were few people at the party last 

n ight" I we mean that there were not enough people at the party， or that 

there were fewer people than we had expected. 

What's the dífference between 百few" and吋ewつ
The dífference between "a few" and "few" ís that 

"a few" símply means市ot many九whereas "few" often 
expresses the ídea of "not enough" or "fewer than expected" 

What do we mean íf we say there were few people at the party last 
níg ht? If we say ...， we mean that there 

were not enough people at the party. or that 
there were fewer people than we had expected 

Would you feel sorry for someone who saíd that they had few fríends? 
Yes. I'd feel . 

Would you feel sorry for someone who saíd that they had a few fríends? 
No， J wouldn't feel... 

In thís town， are there主主'!. good restaurants， a few good restaurants， or 

E豆旦ygood restaurants? In this town， there are ... 

512 a little little 

The difference between "a Ii制e" and "Jj制e" is the same as that between 
"a few" and "few". 



"A li制e" simply means "not much"， whereas "little" often expresses the 

idea of "not enough" or "Iess than expected". If somebody says th剖 they

have記出!主money， they mean "not much， but some"; they probably have 

enough. However， if somebody says that they have笠tle moneμthey 

mean that they don 't have enough money a nd that they need more. If we 

say "There has been little rain this monthヘwe mean that there has been 
less rain than we had expected. 

What's the difference between "a little" and "littleつ
The dífference between "a líttle" and "Iíttle" ís 

that、líttle" simply means市ot muchぺwhe(eas "Iíttle" 
often expresses the ídea of 市ot enough" or '・less than expected" 

What do J mean if J say 1 have little milk in my fridge? 
If you say you have líttle milk ín your frídge， you 

mean that you don't have enough mílk ín your frídge 

00 you th ink you have巴tle free time， �出le free time， or記竺of free 
time? I thínk I have 

press control such 

What am 1 doing? You're pressíng your thumb on the table 

What d oes th i s se ntence mean: "1 had to press h im for the money l' d lent 
himつ That sentence means 

that I had to keep askíng hím for ít back 

Can we always believe everything we read about famous people in the 
press? No， we can't always ぃ

513 00 you think there should be some control over what the press writes 
about such people? Yes， I thínk …- No， I don't thínk … 

step step off 

About how many steps would you have to take to walk from one end of 
this roomtothe other? I'd havetotake 

about ... steps to walk from ". 

What might happen if you stepped off a bus while it was still moving? 
If I stepped off …， I míght fall 

00 you have to walk up any steps to enter this building? Yes， I have to… 
- No. I don't have to ". 



Would ít be a big step for you to go and líve in another country? Yes， i 
t'd be ... - No. it wouldn't be… 

bill cometo per quarter 

p ass (a l aw) act 

If a couple go to a restaurant together， do you th ínk they should each pay 
halfthe bill? Yes， if a couple .... 

Why or why not? 

I think they should ... - No， 
if a cou ple ...， J don 't th i nk t hey should ... 

About how much does your phone (or electrìcìty or gas) bìll generally 
come to per month (or per quarter etc.) My phone bill…about …perリ

514 What happens to a bìll after ít has been passed by parlíament? 
After a bìll . ，  it becomes an act 

used to 

We use the words "used to" for a habit or repe剖ed action i n the past， 
especially when the action is now finished. For example， the sentenξe "1 
used to go to the cinema every Saturday afternoon" means that I was in 

the habit of going to the cinema every Saturday afternoon， but not now. 

When do we use the words ヘJsed to"， and what does ìt mean? 
Weuse…for a habit or repeated action in the past， 

especia Ily when the action is now finished 

Gíve me an example， please. I used to 90 to the 

cinema a lot when J was a child 

Dìd you use to speak Englísh better ìn the past than you speak ìt now? 
No， I didn't use to ...; I used to speak it worse . 

Dìd you use to eat a lot of sweets when you were a chíld? 
Yes， I used to ... - No. I didn't use to .. 

B.C. A.D. Christ Lor d 

The letters "B.(." mean "before Christ"， and the letters "A.D." mean "anno 
domini" (in Latin) meaning "in the year of our Lorぜ" although we usually 
think of this as meaning、fter Christ". For example， "500 B.(." means 

500 years before Christ， whilst 500 A.D. means 500 years after Christ. 



What do the letters "8.(." mean? The letters…"beforeζhríst" 

515 What do the letters "A.D." mean? The letters . . .  "anno domíní" 

(from the Latín) meaníng山"afterζhríst"

t rial 

When someone ís on tríal. do they have to promise to tell the truth in 
court? Yes. when someone ...• they have to 

Is it wise to judge something before we give ít a tríal? No. ít ísn't wíse ... 

Why not? 

introduce from abroad 

What'd you líke to see íntroduced ínto your country from abroad? 
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I'd líke to see . . .  introduced ínto my ... 

Before they仁ould ríde the horse.j they had to catch ít.j Smokíng ís a bad habít.j He 

walked ínto the lívíng room，j loosened hís jacket.j sat down and took out hís diary.j 

Although he ís a Member of Parlíament，j he ís not a memberj of any polítícal dub，j 

even though he should bej íf he wants to succeed.j "At once" means ímmedíately，j 

whereas "soon" means ín a short tíme. 
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