
LESSON 153 

866 Comparatives: big and small differences 

As we know.ζomparative forms are used to ωmmunicate that there is 

a difference between two people or things. For example. when we say 

to somebody "John is taller than David". they understand there is a 

difference in height. However. they do not know how big the difference is. 

If we want to communicate this information. we need to put other words 

before the ζomparative. 

To ζommuniωte that the d ifferenζe is very big. we can put words suζh 

as "muζhぺ"far" or、lot" before the ζomparative. and say. for example. 

"John is far taller than David". To ζommunicate thatthe difference is very 

small. we ζan use words suζh as "slightlyぺ"a li校le" or "a bit". and say. 

for example. "John is slightly taller than Davidぺ

When we're using a comparative form， how can we communicate that 
the difference between two people or things is very bíg? 

Give me an example， please. 

When we're using . . ，  we can.. 

by putting words such as "much"， 

"far" or“a lot" before the comparative 

My new phone is a lot better than 
my last one 

And how can we communícate that the difference between two people 

or things is very small? We can ... by using words 

Give me an example， please. 

Is China slightly bigger than England7 

su ch as "sl ightlγ， "a little" or "a bit" 

The weather today is slightly 
colder than yesterday 

No，ζhína isn't ...: it's far 

bigger than England 

Are you a lot older than you were two weeks ago? No， I'm not .. . ;  I'm 

a little older“ 

867 Is travelling by taxi much more expensíve than travelling by bus? 
Yes， travelling 



If a haírdresser cut your hair slightly shorter than you wanted， would you 

complaín? Yes， if a hairdresser ...， I'd仁omplain

- No， if a hairdresser . . ，  I wouldn't complain 

If we wantto emphasize a superlatíve. we ζan use the words "by far". For 

exam ple. "She is by fa r the ta Ilest mem ber of her fam i Iy". 

Is Russía by far the biggest country in Europe? Yes， Russia's 

by far 

sorrow tragedy 

Do people feel great sorrow when a tragedy occurs? Yes， people feel 

fond of 

Are you fond of chíldren? 

Are you fond of travelling? 

carpet rug 

Yes， I'm fond of children - No， I'm 

not fond of children 

Yes， I'm fond of travelling - No， I'm 

not fond of travelling 

mat 

The difference between a carpet and a rug is that a carpet is large. usually 

ζovering the whole floor of a room. whereas a rug is smaller. and only 

ζovers pa代of the floor. A mat is something we put in front of a door for 

people to wipe their feet on before entering a house. 

What's the difference between a carpet and a rug? The difference 

between a carpet and a rug is that . 

868 What's a mat? A mat is something we put . 

npe unnpe overnpe sour peel 

What happens to mílk íf we leave it for too long before using it? 

If an apple is unripe， how does it taste? 

If we leave milk for too long before 

using it， it goes sour (or turns sour) 

Jf an apple is 

unnpe， It tastes sour 



How can we tell íf a banana ís rípe or overripe wíthout peeling it? 

appoint 

We can tell…without peeling it by 
1001くing at the skin. The skin of a ripe banana 

is yellow with only a few dark spots， whereas the skin 

of an overripe banana is brown， or has many dark spots on it .  

position 

Would you líke to be appoínted to a top government position? 

Yes， I'd lilくe to be …- No， I wouldn't like to be … 

surf 

Is it possible to go surfing íf the sea is totally calm? No， it isn't possible 

to... 

If you were a company boss， would you allow your employees to use theír 
work computers to surf the ínternet? Yes， if 1 were . .， I'd allow 

- No， if 1 were…，1 wouldn't allow ... 

869 deaf 

00 people normally become a little deaf ín their old aョe? Yes， people 

normally . .  

blame 

In road accidents， who or what do you think is to blame more than 

anythíng else? In road accidents， I think 

court rectangle 

Oescribe a tennís court， please. 

tame 

rectangular net 

A tennis court is a flat， 

rectangular piece of ground with 

white lines painted on it， and a net stretched 

across the middle from one side to the other 

What's the contrary of a wíld anímal? The contrary of _. is a 

tame animal 



wax 

What do we use for makíng candles? We use wax for making 
candles 

bank 

What do we call the sídes of a river? We call the sides of a 
river the banks 

870 at last in the end 。utcome

When we are talking about positive outcomes. weζan use either "at last" 

or "in the end". For example. "At last. I managed to open the window". 

or "In the end. I managed to open the window". However. when we are 

talking about negative outωmes. we ζan only use "in the end". and not 

"at lastぺFor example. "In the end. I didn't manage to open the window". 

Can we use the expressíon "at last" for negative outcomes? 

No， we can't use the expression 

、t last" for negative outζomes 

What do we use ínstead? We use "in the end" instead 

Make a sentence usíng the words 、t last"， please. After searching all 

day， at last we found the keys 

Make a sentence wíth the words勺n the end". We searched all day 

but， in the end， we realized 

we were never going to find the keys 

left 

About how many pages ofthís book are there left for us to study? 
There are about …pages of this book left . 

spare puncture 

What would I mean íf I saíd "He can't spare the money to buy himself a 
new suítつ If you said . 吋you'd mean 

that he has some money， but needs to use it for other 

things and has none available to buy himself a new suit 

What do you do in your spare time? 1... in my spare time 



871 Why do we carry a spare wheel in a car? We carry… 

50 1hat if we gC!t a puncturE. 
we can change the wheel imm�diatel�' 

What do we mean by a spare room ín a house? By a spare . . . ，  we 

J DklälÍun 106 
.......... �ち

円lean an extra rOOm 

which we keep empty for guests 

Although it was freezing coldj outside the hut.j inside we were all sweating with 

the heat.j We found that we could grind the cornj with reasonable easej between 

two stonesj and produce enough flouげfor several loaves of breadj which， when 

they had been baked，j we piled neatly one on top of the other.jlt was clear that 

they were rivalsj for one仁ould see that.j beneath their politeness to each other，j 

they suffered from a bi廿er jealousyj and envy.jl was given my pint of beeげin a 

thick glass.j which felt as heavy as leadj and had a large handle .j The path turned 

at an anglej of ninety degreesj and passed between rows of flowersj which gave 

off a strong scent. 


