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853 beyond wild fantastic expectation 

If you faιed south and could look at the horizon from where you're 

sitting now， which village， town，ζity or country would be just beyond the 

horízon? If I faced … slttlng now，…would be 山

Has anything ever happened to you which has been beyond your wildest 

dreams; that is， beyond your most fantastiι expectations? 

Yes， somethíng has happened 10... 

- No， nothíng has ever happened to ... 

What? 

Who would you say was beyond doubt the greatest person alive today? 

I'd say that ... was beyond doubt the ， . .  

coarse 

What do we mean by ζoarse ζ10th? By coarse cloth， 

we mean cloth that feels rough 

What do we mean by a coarse person? 8ya coarse.吋

approach 

we mean somebody who has poor manners and 

behaves ín a way that míght offend some people 

When you're on a traín， how ιan you怜11 when it's approaching a statíon? 

854 firm 

When you're ...， you can tell 

because the train begins to slow down 

mattress 

Can the quality of a person's sleep be affeζted by how firm the mattress 

on their bed is? Yes， the quality of ... 

Do you have a firm ídea of what you want to do ín life? 

Yes. I have a firm idea of … 

- No. I don't have a firm idea of “ 



Whích is the bíggest firm ín your home town? The bíggest fírm ... ís… 

smart 

Do you thínk you need to be smart to run a suζζessful business? 

Yes， I thínk ... - No， I don 't thín k 

Do some restaurants only allow people to enter if they're wearing smart 

clothes? Yes， some restaurants only .. 

rot rotten 

Where does meat rot more quíckly: in the heat or ín the cold? 

Meat rots more quíckly ín the heat 

Do rotten vegetables smell horrible? Yes， rotten ... 

sheet blanket 

Do you prefer to sleep under a sheet and blanket， or do you prefer to use 

a duvet? I prefer ... 

Whích is normally thinner: a sheet of paper or a sheet of steel? 

A sheet of paper ís normally … 

855 ray 

At what time of day are the rays of the sun at their hottest at this time of 

year? Theraysofthe sun are 

fever 

If a fríend of yours had a fever， what would you advise them to do? 

If a fríend of míne …， I'd advíse them to ... 

ski 

Is ít possible to go skiing in your country? Yes， ít's possíbl e to 

- No， it isn 't possíble to ... 



sauce 

What's your favourite sauζe? My favourite sauιe IS ..• 

veil 

Do women wear veils when they get married in your ζountry? 

Yes， women wear ... - No， women don't wear ..・

glvem mug 

Would you give in without a fight if a thief tried to mug you on the 

street? Yes， I'd give in without ... 

- No， I wouldn't give in without … 

Why orwhy not? 

856 stretch 

The basic meaning of the word "stretζh" is "extend'仁

What's the basic meaning of the word 、tJelchつ The basiι… 

Do you stretζh when you get out of bed in the morning? 

Yes， I stretch when I 

- No， I don't stretch when I 

If someone borrowed a pullover of yours that was too small for them and 

they stretζhed it， would you be annoyed? Yes， if someone ...， 

I'd be annoyed - No， 

if someone …， I wouldn't be annoyed 

How far does the road outside this build ing stretιh? The road outside 

stretιhes as far as . ー

earnest 

What do we mean by an earnest person? 8y an earnest person， 

we mean someone who's serious and sincere 



run short of 

What do you do when you run short of money? When I run short 

857 altogether 

Taking things altogether， do you think this town is a good pl沢e to live? 

Yes， taking、， I think ... 

- No， taking…， I don't think . ・

Can you think of a fì l m that you've seen that was altogether terrible? 

Yes， I can think of ... - No， I can't think of ... 

Whìζh? Why? 

model representatio n 

What do we mean by a model aeroplane? B y a  model 

aeroplane， we mean a small 

representation of a real aeroplane 

Do top fashion models earn a lot of money? Yes， top .. 

How often do ζar ζompanies ζhange their models? 

Car ιompanies change their 

models about onιe every … years 

Were you a model student when you were at school? 

Yes， I was山- No， I wasn't 

in time on time show 

The phrase "in time" means "before it's too late"， For example， "We got 

to the theatre in time to have a quick drink before the show'ぺ The phrase 

"on time" means "at the ζorrect， 01' arranged， timeぺFor example， "My 

flight from London to Paris left on time"， 

What's the difference between勺n time" and 、n time"? 

The differenιe ... is that "in time" means 
"before it's too late"， whereas もn time"

means冶t the ιorrect， or arranged， time" 



858 Gíve me an example of the dífference， please. Unfortunately， I dídn't 

confidence 

self-confiden ce 

arrive on time for the start of the ιoncert， 

but 1 did get there in time to hear my favourite song 

secret keep a secret 

in confidence in secret 

Is there anyone you can thínk of ín whom you have suζh confídenι.e that 

you ζould trust them to keep your greatest secrets? Yes， there's 

someone 1 can ... - No 

there isn't anyone I (こan ... 

What do we mean when we say that someone ís full of self-confídence? 

When we say that ...， we mean that 

they are Sure of themselves and their abilities 

How would you feel íf you spoke to somebody ín ζonfídence about 

somethíng but they then told other people what you had d íscussed? 

If 1 spoke…but they ...， I'd feel.. 

Would you be happy íf your fríends organízed a bírthday pa代y for you ín 

seιret? Yes， I'd be山- No， 1 wouldn't be ... 

drag figurative 

What does the word "drag" mean? 

mean to say 

The word "drag“means 

to pu 11 something heavy along 

the ground， often with some difficulty 

We ζan also use the word "drag" in a figw討ive sense; for example， 

"Whatever you do. don't drag me into the argument" 

859 Gíve me an example of the word "drag" used fíguratívely， please. 

You mean to say you dragged 

me all this way just to show me that! 

What would 1 mean íf 1 saíd "The fílm was quíte good， but ít dragged a bít 

ín the míddleつ If you said "The film was ..."， you'd mean 

that it was a bit slow and bor川9 in the middle 



i Díctatíon 704 
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While the patient was unconscious，j a special powder was appliedj to his wound j 

We cannot call him a liar，j as we have no means of checkingj the truth of his 

statementj The actual salary for the jobj is based on a fixed 5calej which gives the 

employeej an in crease each year，j with the exact amou ntj being determ ined by 

the government.j I'm anxious about how idlej that boy is  becomingj as he grows 

up/ When she woke up，j she was forbidden to eat for twelve hoursj a代er leaving 

hospital，j and was advised to remain at homej for several days.j Poison is still often 

usedj to get rid of rats in buildings.j Pass me that padj of cotton wool， please 


