
LESSON 146 

823 Modal auxiliaries for probability 

logical 

In order toωmmunicate our ideas about how probable we think 

something is， we often use words such as "sureぺ"probably" 01''' perhaps'ヘ

However， anotherζommon way ofζommuniωting these ideas is by using 

modal auxiliary verbs suζh as "mustぺ "might" etζ. For example， instead 

of saying "Perhaps David is Australian"， we ζa n say "David出辿t be 

Australian'ヘ

Tell me a common way of communícatíng our ídeas about how probable 

we th í nk som eth íng ís， besíd es us í ng wo rds lí ke 11 su reぺ下robably" or 

"perhapsつ A common ...， 
besides…， ís by usíng modal auxílíary verbs 

Give me an example， please. r may buy some new 

clothes next weekend 

The modal "must" ζan express the idea that we are sure something is true 

because it makes logical sense in a partiωlar situation. For example， if 

somebody says "John has just run 30 kilometres"， we can reply "He must 

be tiredぺThis is similar to saying "Judging from what you've just told me， 

I'm sure he is tired"‘ 

Which modal can express the íd ea that we're sure somethíng ís true 

because ít makes logical sense ín a pa代icular situation? 

Give me an example， please. 

The modal μmust" can… 

Alison must have a lot of money because 

she owns ho回目ín four dífferent countries 

The modals "should" and "ought to" ζan express the idea of "probably'ヘ

For example. we ζan say "The train should arrive soonぺThis means the 

sa me as "1 thi nk the train will proba bly a rrive soon". 

824 Whích modals can express the ìdea 01 "probablyワ The modals 

μshouldμ and "ought toμιan… 



Gíve me an example， please. They just said on TV that it 

ought to be nice and sunny tomorrow 

The moda Is "may"， "mig ht" a nd "cou Id" ca n express the idea of "perhaps". 

for example， if somebody asks us "00 you know where Sarah is?"， we 

ζan answer "Sheζ。uld be in her officeへThis is similar to saying "Perhaps 

she's in her offiζe'・-

Whích modals can express the ídea of "perhapsつ The modals "may"， 

汁nig十t" and "could" can ... 
Give me an example， please. QUlckll' you run， you might 

catch that busl 

The modal "ζan't" expresses the idea that we are sure something is 

竺ot true because it makes no logical sense in a particular situation. for 

example， if somebody says "This is Peter's jacket"， we can say "No， it 

can't be Peter's jaζket; it's too small". 

Whích modal expresses the ídea that we're sure somethíng ís not true 

because ít makes no logícal sense ín a pa代ícular situatíon? The modal 

"can't" expresses 

Give me an example， please. Amy can't be in her flat. ['ve仁alled there 

three times and nobody's answered 

When we use modals in this way， we put the word "have" and a past 

participle after the modal when we are talking about something that 

happened in the past. for example， "John ran 30 kilometres yesterday. 

He must have been very tired when he finished" 

When we use modals ín thís way， what do we do when we'r陀e tallくín

about som】e杭thíng t怜ha拭t happened ín the past? When we use .山 ..吋.， 
we put the word "have" and a past 

particip le after the modal when we're t allくing about山

Give me an example， please. [ can't find [くim anywhere 

[ think she may have gone home 

825 Now， I will gíve you a senten仁e， and you say a sentence wíth the same 

meaning， but wíth a modal: 

She runs every day， so l'm sure she's fít. She runs every day， so 

she must be fit 

Perhaps he knows the address of th e pa代y. He might 

(or mayj亡ould) know the address of the party 



I'm certain that he isn't in his office because the lights are off. He仁a n't 

be in his office because . 

1 think thecakewill probably taste very good. The仁alくe should 

(or ought to) taste very good 

I'm sure h e studied hard for that exam because he got th e high est 

possible grade. He must have studied hard 

for that exam because… 

Th ey left hom e two hou rs ago so th ey've probab Iy arrived by now. 

They left home two hours ago 

so they should have arrived by now 

I don't believe she's gone home yet beζause her仁ar's still here. 

I think perhaps I forgot to lock the door. 

826 climate 

She ca n't have gone home 

yet because her car's still here 

I may (or might) have 

forgotten to lock the door 

Which country do you thin k has the best cl ímate in th e world? 

r think ... has the best 

Why? 

shade shadow projector 

beam 。Id-fashione d 

What's the opposite of "to sit in the sun"ì The opposite of "to 

sit in the sun" is "to sit in the shade" 

When you buy jeans， what shade of blue do you tend to buy: a light 

shade or a dark shade? When r buy jeans， r tend.. 

What am I pretending to do? You're pretending to shade 
your eyes from the sun 

At the cinema， when someone passes in front of the projector and cuts 

the beam of light， what do we see appear on the screen? 

At the仁inema， when . ，we see the 

shadow of the person's head appear on the screen 



Can you s ee a ny s hadows on th e wa Ils of th ís room? Yes， I can see ... 

Where? 

00 you líke old-fashioned cou ntry houses where the ceílíngs are 

supported by big wooden beams? Yes， I líke … 
- No， I don't like .. 

Would you 1 íke to live in a house líke that? Yes， I'd like to ... 

- No， I would n't li ke to . 

827 cheer cheer upf 

Wh at do peopl e d 0 at a con cert wh e n th e perform an ce has been very 

good? People cheer at aιon仁ert when . 

What does ít mean: "Cheer up! Thíngs aren't as bad as they seem"? 

direct 

curve 

current 

"Cheer up! Things aren't as bad 

as they seem" means that we should 

try to feel happier， bec争use the sítuation that is 

making us unhappy ís not as seríous as ít appears to be 

channel English Channel 

course off course 

directly 

Oirect me to the nearest post office from here， pl ease. 

Go out of the build ing， turn 

00 you th in k you' d be 9 ood at d irecting a la rg e bus ín ess? 

Yes， I think I'd be…- No， I don't think I'd be … 

When swimmers swím across the English Channel， d o  they swím ín a 

direct line? No， when swimmers ...， 

Why is thís? 

they don't swim ín ...; they swim in aιurve 

8ecause íf they tried to go ín a direct line， 

they'd be仁arríed off course by the strong current 



What do you do dírectly after the lesson ís over? 1... dire仁tly語fter t守ぞ

lesscl1 is o\.e' 

828 ./ Oictation 700 

The boy whistled to him児Ifjぁhe cycled down the empty street.j The evil deed 

has been donej and 仁annot be undone.j so we should accept the factj and stop 

thinkìng about it.j Every now and again.j r get my car仁he仁kedj by a professionalj 

so that 1 know it will run properly./ The 9げI sat on the stepsj仁川ting up the pink 

c10thj into small pieces.j In the dis仁ussion that followed，j Arthur lost his temperj 

and began to quarrel violently'; My essay was criticizedj for not仁ontalnlng proper 

paragraphs 

品


