
LESSON 144 

809 “By" and its many uses 

90 past nearby 

There are many expressíons ín Englísh that ζontaín the word "by". Here 

are some examples: 

1) "The traffíc passed by my house" means that the traffíc went past 

my house. 

2) "Mr WíUíams líves by hímself" means that nobody líves wíth hím， 

whereas "Mr Wíllíams díd the job by hímself" means that he díd ít 

wíthout any help‘ 

3) "He worked by níght and slept by day" means that he worked duríng 

the níght and slept duríng the day. 

4) "Thís play wぉwrítten by Shakespeare" means that Shakespeare 

was the wríter of thís play. 

5) "He worked ín the town and líved ín a nearby víllage" means that he 

I íved ín a ví Uage that was near t he town. Notíce that weξannot say 

"a near town"; we must say "a nearby townへ

Now， I will saya sentence and I want you to make a similar sentence with 

the word "by": 

I saw him going past my house yesterday. I saw him passing by my 
house yesterday 

Hen ry sat alone in the room. Henry sat in the room by himself 

Henry did the translation without help. Henry did the translation 
by himself 

810 Cats prefer to hunt during the night. Cats preferto hunt by 
night 



My sister was the painter of thís picture. This picture was painted by 
刊1y slster 

Is it correct to say "The man lived in a near townつ No， ít isn't correct 旬、.

What must we say instead? We must say 
"The man lived in a nearby town" instead 

in season out of season 

Are apples ín season or out of season at the moment? Apples are… 
season at the同10刊1ent

thread needle sew compass injection 

What am 1 pretendíng to do? You're pretending to thread 
a piece of cotton through the eye of a needle 

About how long does a thread of cotton have to be to sew a button on a 

shirt? A thread of cotton has to be 
about ... cm long to sew a button on a shirt 

What other kínds of needles are there besides sewing need les? 

agent 

Besides sewing needles， there are 
compass needles， injection needles etc. 

agency 

Why do professíonal actors have agents? Professional actors 
have agents to help them find su itable wor k 

811 When you go on holiday， do you prefer to let a travel agency deal with 

everything for you， or do you prefer to make all your arrangements 

yourself? When I go on holiday， J prefer to ... 

title champion 

What was the title of the last book you read? 

boxer 

The title 
of the la訂st book I read wa出s .. 

Who， at present， holds the title of world heavyweíght champíon boxer? 

At present， .• holds the title of … 



enor町、ous

Would it cause enormous problems if all the traffic lights in this town 

suddenly stopped working? Yes. it'dcause.. 

- No. it wouldn't cause 

belief 

00 you think that religious belief is increasing in the world generally ，  or 

becoming less important? I think that 

religious belief is ... 

e何o同 stay in touch with 

Is it an effort for you to get up in the morning? Yes. it's an 

effort …- No. it isn't an effort .. 

00 you make an effort to stay in touch with any of the people you used to 

go to school with? Yes. I make. 

- No. I don't make. 

812 tolerate 

げ you lived next to an airport， do you think you'd be able to tolerate the 

noise of the planes? Yes. if I lived .... I think I 'd . 

- No. if I lived . . . . I don't think I 'd… 

90 ahead just the same 

When you were a child and your parents forbade you to do something， 

did you use to go ahead and do itjustthe same? Yes. when I was 

a child and 川I used to…- No. 

when I was a child and … I  didn't use to . . 

What were the consequences? The consequences were that… 

bath bathe sunbathe 

The difference between "bath" and "bathe" is that "bath“ is generally 

used as a noun， whereas "bathe" is generally used as a verb. We have (or 

take) a bath in a bathroom， whereas we bathe in the sea， in a river， in a 

swimming pool etc. 



What's the difference between "bath" and "batheつ

The difference between … 

Other uses of the word "bathe" are， for example， "to sunbathe" I "to 

bathe a wound wíth w剖er" etζ. 

Why do people sometímes bathe their eyes? People sometimes山because
they have something in their eyes that is 

causing irritation， or because their eyes feel tired 

813 Do you enjoy sunbathing? 門wd
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cheat 

What do you think ought to happen when a student ís caught cheating ín 

When a student is caught 
cheating in an exam， I think they 

should be sent out of the room etc. 

Can you name me a well-known cheat from the world of sport or politics? 

an exam? 

Yes， I can…一No， I can't 

Who? 

dip horizon horizontal 

Do you thínk it's bad manners to díp bíscuits into a cup of tea or coffee? 

Yes. I think ... - No. I don't think ... 

What's my hand doíng? You're hand's m.ωIng 
in a horizontal directlon， then 

suddenly dipping and coming up ayaïn 

Does the sun rise over the horízon in the east or the west? The sun 
rises over the horizon in the east 

feed - fed - fed 

lf a dog sits looking at you while you're eating a meal， do you feed it 

while you're eating， or do you leave a little bit of food on your plate and 

feed it to the dog after you've finished? If a dog sits ...， I .. 



814 hay straw stem 

The difference between hay and straw is that hay is dried grass， whereas 

straw is the stems of wheat or other types ofωrn after it has been ωt. 

What's the difference between hay and straw? The difference ... is 
that hay is .. 

The possessive apostrophe 

For people and animals， we almost always use the apostrophe to 

ωmmuniωte possession. For example， we say "Mr Johnson's tie"， "my 

unde's house"， "the horse's tail" etc， We sometimes use it for thingsお

weU. For example， weζωan s持ay

which i陪s the s持amea部s s持ay折ing "吋The main purpose of the book is t旬。t恰ea抗ch". . 

Howeνve剖z丸" for th川in吋9併s， we generallyωmmunicate possession by using the 

word "of"， and we say， for example， "the door of the house"， or "the 

smell of the food"， 

When do we use the apostrophe to communicate possessíon? 

We generally use the apostrophe 
to communicate possession for people or animals 

Give me some examples， please. 5teven's house， the dog's nose 

How do we generally communicate possession for thíngs? 

Gíve me an example， please. 

Idiom 45 

We generally communicate 
possession for things by using the word "of" 

the streets of London， 
the peace of the cou ntryside 

the last straw = the last of several bad things that have happened， which 
makes you realize you cannot stand a situation anymore 

e.g. I've tried very hard to tolerate the noise from our neighbours but this is the 
last straw. I'm going to say something to them. 

815 What does the idiom 吋he last straw" mean? The idiom ... 
"the last of several 



Gíve me an example， please. 

development 

/ oictation 98 

Aher all the other diffi亡ult陪3
we'd had with the house， the problem 

with the heating system was the last straw 

The storm had causedj a lot of damage on the beach，j which took a lot of tidying 
Up.jlt was the first timej he had ever spoken in public.j and it was clearj that the 
poor manj was suffering from stage fright.j Our plans were atj a very advanced 
stage of developmentj when we suddenly had to change them entirely.j and in 
doing so receivedj a stream ofemailsj protesting about our decision.j They all went 
to the railway stationj to wave goodbye to their guest 

l-�� 00 Revísion Exer仁ise 65 


