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LESSON 129

Verb + infinitive

Sometimes in English, a verb is immediately followed by another verb. For
example, "l enjoy swimming” or "l want to swim"”. The second verb must
be either an infinitive with “to” or a gerund ("-ing” form).

Some verbs, such as “promise” and “fail”, are always followed by an
infinitive. For example, “The children promised to behave”, or "I failed to
notice the sign abovethe door”.

Other verbs, such as “consider” and “finish”, are always followed by a
gerund. For example, “Oliver considered taking the train”, or “Elizabeth
finished reading the newspaper”.

There is no rule to tell you which verbs are followed by an infinitive and
which ones are followed by a gerund; they need to be learnt one by one.

In English, if a verb is followed immediately by another verb, what form
must the second verb be? In English, if averb ..,
the secend verb must be
either an infinitive er a gerund

Tell me some verbs that are followed by an infinitive, please.

ask, agree, refuse, manage
Tell me some verbs that are followed by a gerund, please.

deny, aveid, practise, miss
[s the verb “promise” followed by an infinitive or a gerund?

The verb "premise” ... an infinitive

Give me an example, please. He sremised te
try hareer next time

[s the verb “consider” followed by an infinitive or a gerund?
The verb “censider” .. a ¢erund

712 Give me an example, please. Yeu sheuld

censider buying a new car
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afraid of afraid that afraid to
crash

Why do you suppose some people, especially children, are afraid of the
dark? | susmpese seme .. Because
they imagine things that are net there

Why are some people more afraid that they might get killed if they travel
by plane than by other means of transport? Serme peeple . wecause
amlane crashis frent page news

We can also use "afraid” for an apology. For example, a shopkeeper might
say to a customer "I’'m afraid we haven’t got the size you want, sir".

Give me an example of the word “afraid” used in an apology.
I'm afraid | can’t hels yeu

whiskers gap fence hedge

A cat’s whiskers are more or less the same width as its body. This means
that, when it goes hunting for mice and birds, it can use its whiskers to
measure the width of a gap in a fence or a hedge to see if it is possible to
get through the gap withoutusing force and making a lot of noise.

For what purpose does a cat use its whiskers? A cat uses its whiskers
te measure the width ef ..

Do you think it’s a good idea for students to have a gap year between
finishing school and starting university? Yes, | thinkit's .
~ Ne, | den’t think it's .

Why?

Do we have to mind the gap between the train and the edge of the

platform at some stations? Yes, we have te
hall entrance town hall

A hallis a large room. For example, a large house may have an entrance
hall, and schools have dining halls. A town hall is a large building that is
used for local government and public meetings.
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What's a hall? Ahallis alaree reem

Give me some examples of differenttypes of hall, please.
entrance hall etc.

What's a town hall? A tewn hall is ...
pool liquid indoor outdoor
indoors outdoors out of doors

A pool is a small amount of liquid that has collected in one place. For
example, a pool of water, a pool of blood etc. From the word “pool”, we
also get the name “swimming pool”.

Whatis a pool? A peel is a small ameunt ef .

Give me some examples, please. a meel of water, a peel of bleed etc.

What are the advantages of an indoor swimming pool?
The advantages .. are that the
water can be heated mere easily, and
ene can swim init in any kind ef weather

Which do you prefer: an indoor or an outdoor swimming pool? | prefer

Do you spend most of your time indoors or outdoors (or out of doors)?
| spend mest ...

knee kneel - knelt - knelt
What do we call this joint of the leg? Wecall .. a knee
On what occasions do people kneel? The eccasiens

enwhich seeple kneel are
when they say their prayers etc

late lately

Who was the leader of the late government in your country?
The leader of .. was ..

What do we mean when we speak about the late Mr Johnson?
When we speal ..., we mean
the Mr Jehnsen whe has recently died
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Have you seen any good films at the cinema lately? Yes,|'ve seen
. ~Ne, | haven't seen

match judo

Do manywomen like to match their handbags with their shoes?
Yes, many weimen .

Do you think a small man who was good at judo would be a match for a
big man who knew how to box? Yes, | think ...
~Ne, | den’t think ..

Are football matches usually held at the weekend or during the week?
Feetball matches .. at the weelend

funeral

What colour clothes do European people usually wear for a funeral?
Eurepean peeple usually wear black fer a funeral

mystery
Doyou like reading mystery stories? Yes, | like ..~ Ne, | den‘tlike
pPath
Why do we have a path in a garden? We have ..
se that peeple den't walk
en the grass er en the flewers
insure insurance theft

Isitthe law in your country that everyone has to insure their car against
accidents? Yes, [t's the law in .
~ Ne, itisn't the lawin.

Do you have any insurance against loss or theft for your personal
possessions? Yes, | have .. ~ Ne, | den’t have ...
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throne

What do we call the chair a king or queen sits on? We call . athrene

annoy fly fall asleep

Does itannoy you when you're watching a film at the ¢inema and
someone in the audience keeps talking? Yes, it anneys me .
~Ne, it deesntanney me.

if a fly was flying around your head whileyou were trying to fall asleep,

would you get annoyed or would you be able to ignore it? Hafly .,
l'dl ..

sore
What do you think is the best thing to do for a sore throat? | think
the best ...

(f you rubbed your finger on the edge of the table like this for a long
time, what'd happen? Ifl rubbed my finger
l'd@et asere finger

design
Tell methe name of a company that's famous for making beautifully
designed products? The name of . _is ..

Idiom 30

keep yourfingers crossed = wish fer qeed luck

e.g. Geed luck with the exam; I'll keep my fingers cressed for yeu
Whatdoestheidiom “keepyourfingers crossed” mean? The idiem .

"wish fer geed luck”

Give me an example, please. (t's wuite a cleudy day

for a micnic, se we'l just have te
keep our fingers cressed it deesn’t rain



Is it the custom in your country for people to cross their fingers when they
wish for something? If not, what do they do instead? Yes, it's the
custem ..~ Ne, itisn'tthe custem . ; instead, they ..

/ Dictation 86

[t le@ks as if/ we are in serieus treuble./ Net enly have we lest eur meney/ and
return tickets heme,/ sut alse the key te the frentdeer /| willhave te leel the werd
up/ in a medern dictionary,/ this ene is tee eld./ Theugh there has meen seme
delay,/ the geeds will nenetheless/ arrive in time./ Walking in the ferest,/ we came
acress a great lien,/ which did netseem at all fierce,/ lying lazily in the sun ./ He was
clearly the king of the ferest, hewever,/ and did net need te de anything/ te shew
the ether animals/ that this was his kingdem



