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672 Use of the indefinite articles:“a" and “an" (continued) 

The indefinite artícle "a" (or "an") is used when we use a noun for the 
first time. lf we then refer to the same thing or person again， we normally 
use the definite article "the". for example， "Yesterday， I reζeived 呈letter
and主主email. l haven't read生主letter yet， but I have read生主emailぺ

When we use a noun for the first ti me i n a conversatíon， do we use the 
article "a" or吋he"?

Gíve me an example， please. 

When we useぺwe use the artícle "a" 

Hì Jessica. I've íust bought 

a new computer， and a printer tool 

If we then refer to the same thíng or person agaín， do we normally use 
、" or吋he"? If we then refer ...， we normally use "the" 

Gíve me an example， please. Hi Jessica. I've just bought a new 

computer， and a prìnter tool The computer ìs really 
good but I 'm not sure about the printer; ìt was very cheap. 

We sometimes use the definite article "the" when we use a noun for the 
first time， but only when the speaker and the listener both know who or 
what is beíng talked about. for example， "Ah， Doctor Jones. Good morning・
The woman who phoned yesterday has arrived for her appoíntment." 
Here， it is clear which woman we are talking about - the woman who 
phoned yesterday. 

I n wh ích s ituatíon do we use the d efí níte a rtícle “the" when we use a 
nou n for the fí rst tí me? 

Give me an example， please. 

We use the definìte article "the" ... 

only when the speaker and the listener 
both knowwho or what is being talked about 

The book which is on the table is yours 

673 Another use of the indefinite article "a" is when we talk about people's 
jobs. for example， we say "5he wants to become呈doctor"， or .判e works 
as a waiterへ



00 we use the índefíníte artícle when we tal k about people's jobs? 
Yes， we use... 

Would you lí ke to be a teacher? Yes， I'd líke .. 
- No， I wouldn't líke 山

00 you know anyone who works as a waíter? Yes， I know someone… 
- No， I don't know anyone山

note note down take notes notebook 

banknote key keyboard 

00 you note down all the new Englísh words you hear? Yes， I note 
down…- No. I don't note down 

00 you take notes ín a notebook during the lesson? No， I don't take … 

Why not? Because ìf I did， I couldn't give my 

full attention to what was being said 

Oo you note anythíng dífferent about this room from last lesson? 
Yes， I note something 

- No， I don't note anything 

What colour are the banknotes of your country? The ban knotes 
of my country are ... 

Can women normally síng hígher notes than men can? Yes， wOlYlen 

ιan 

Ooes each key on a piano keyboard play a different note? Yes， 
each key ... 

674 What's the difference between a note and a letter? The difference… 

armour 

is that a note is normally 
shorter than a letter and less formal 

Why did sold iers wear armou r ín the old days? Soldiers wore…to 
protect themselves in battle 

spread 

How can we prevent a fire from spreading? We can prevent… 

by making everything around it wet 



all over 

00 you thínk people are basícally the same all over the world? 
Yes， I thi n k peo ple .. - No， I don 't th in k peo ple ... 

fascinated 

Have you ever vísíted a partícular part of the world símply because you 
were fascínated bythe local culture? Yes， I've山戸No， I've never 

scene murderer evidence 

Why do you thínk murderers sometí mes return to the scene of theír 
críme? I thínk murderers …because th ey thin k 

that they may have left some evídence there 

67S Can a court fínd someone guílty of a crime if there ís no evídence? 

No， a court can't山

i.e. = id est = that is 

The letters "i.e，" are the abbreviation of "id est"， which is latin for "that 
is". We use this abbreviation mainly in writing・

What are the letters汁.e." the abbrevíatíon of? The letters "i.e." 

When do we use thís abbrevíatíon? 

Be used to something 

at first 

are the abbreviation of勺d est" … "that is" 

We use this 

abbreviation mainly in writing 

Get used to something 

accustomed 

Instead of saying "， played football regularly at school"， we can use 
the auxiliary "used to" and say '" used to play football at schoolぺThis
sentence expresses a habit or repeated action in the past. 

However， we have anotheじcompletely different， "used to" in English. 
ln the sentence '" am used to hot weatherヘthe word "used" is an 
adjective， followed by the preposition "to"， If we say that we are "used 
to" something， it means that it is not strange 01' uncomfortable for us 



anymore beca use we have experience of it. If a person from a cold country 
goes to live in a hot country， at first they feel uncomfortable; they "are 
not used to" the weather. Then， they slowly become acωstomed to the 
weather， or "get used to" the weather. Finally， one day they say・'1 am 
used to hot weather" because now they are comfortable with it. 

What does it mean ífwe say that we are used to something? 

676 Gíve me an example， please. 

If we say that ...， ít mea ns that ìt ís 

not strange or uncomfortable for us 
anymore beca use we have experíence of ít 

He's líved on that busy street for 

many years， so he ìs used to the traffìc noise 

Is an Afrícan person used to hot weather? Yes， an African 

person ìs used to hot weather 

Why? Because ìt ìs hot ìn Afríca， and íf someone ís born 

and brought up there， hot weather ìs normalforthem 

When a family moves to a new town， do you think ít's easíer for the 
chí Id ren to get used to everythíng than it is for the parents? 

Yes， when a famìly moves ...， I thìnk .. 
- No， when a famìly moves ...， I don't thìnk 山

Notice that， beωuse the word "to" is a preposition， we put the gerund 
(ぺing" form) after the expressíon "to be used to"， not the ínfinitive. For 
example， we say "1 am getting used to wak註9 up early'へ

Why do we put the geru nd after the expressíon "to be used toつ
We put ... because the word "to" ís a preposítion 

G ive me an example， please. A t  fírst ít was díffícu It， 

but now I'm used to gett出旦up early 

Are you used to studyin旦withthe ζallan Method? Yes，l'm used to 

study旦旦… - No， I'm not used to study巴g..

Do you think you could ever get used to liv担旦in a country where your 

language wasn't spoken? Yes， I thìnk I could". 

- No， 1 don't think I could ever… 



Idiom 24 

pull yourself together = gain control of yourself and you r emotions after a 
difficult experien仁e

e.g、He fell to pieces when his girlfriend (eft him， and it took him a few weeks to 
pull himse(f together again 

677 Whatdoes the idiom "pull yourselftoヲether" mean? 

Give me an example， please. 

.JP Díctation 82 
、、ー ι，可毛

The idiom 

μgain control ot . .. "  

Stop crying and 

pull yourself togetherl 

I shou Id really do the work now;j otherwise， ('11 have twi仁e as mu仁hj to do late r on.j 

I've seen that filmj on several occasions.j but never on the big screen. j Whatever 

e(se happens during the day.j 1 always keep to a set timej for getting up.j eating 

and going to bed.j and so I always feel healthy.j I n a 仁ivilized so仁iety./ people show 

respect to others. j )t is saidj that one should always practisej what one preaches. 


