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¢34 Words notusedin the
knowledge progress item encyclopedia

Some English nouns are never used in the plural. For example, the words
"advice”, "furniture”, "information”, "knowledge”, "progress” and
"news" do not have plural forms. We don‘t say "“All those informations
were useful”; we say “All that information was useful”. However, we
can sometimes communicate a plural idea with nouns like this by using
expressions such as “pieces of"” or "items of"”. For example, we can say
“All those pieces of information were useful” or "'l need to buy five new
items of furniture”.

Name some English nouns that are never used in the plural, please.
Seme English neuns .. are
“advice”, “furniture”, “infermatien”,
"knewledge”, "progress” and “news”

Which of these sentences is correct: “He hasn’t made many progresses”

or “He hasn't made much pregress”? “He hasn't made much
pregress” is cerrect

How can we sometimescommunicate a plural idea with nouns like this?
We can semetimes . oy using
expressiens such as “pieces of” or “items of”

Give me an example, please. She gave him twe
pieces of valuaele advice

Do you agree that a little knowledge can sometimes be a dangerous
thing? Yes, | agree that ...
~Ne, | den't agree that ..

Why or why not? Because we might get comnpletely the
wreng idea aeeut semething if we enly

knew halfthe facts ~ Because knewing a little

aleeut semething is setter than knewing nething

35 Whatdoyouthinkisthe best piece of advice a father can give to his son?
tthink the loest .. is ..
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Why?

Does an encyclopedia contain pieces of information about all kinds of

subjects? Yes, an encyclepedia centains pieces of ..
mass advantage disadvantage
mass-production production
product identical quality

Do youthinkthatthe massesshould be educated to the age of eighteen?
Yes, I think ... ~ Ne, | den’t think ...

Why or why not?

What would you say were the advantages of mass production?
I'd say the advantages of
mass preductien werethat preducts
can e made quickly and mere cheaply

And what would you say were the disadvantages? I'd say _the
preducts are eften identical,
andthe quality might semetimes loe poer

pick up date vocabulary

Whatam | doing? Yeu're picking yeur pen up frem thefloer

When aboy and a girl have a date, is it morecommon forthe boy to pick
the girl up at her house or to meet her somewhere in town?
When asey anda ..,
it's mere cemmen fer ...

Do you sometimes pick up new English vocabulary from songs?
Yes, | seametimes .~ Ne, [ never .

prevent

What do you think is the best wayto prevent accidents on the roads?
[ think the lest way
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drum

What am | doing? Yeu're drumming yeur fingers enthe tale

What'sthe difference between a drum and a barrel?
The difference petween .. is that a drum
is usually made @f metal and has straight sides,
whereas a marrel is usually made of weed and hasreund sides

What would you do if your next door neighbour played the drumsloudly
every evening? fmy. , l'd.

harbour port

Although the words "harbour” and “port” are similar in meaning, a
harbour is anywhere aboator shipis protected fromthe weather, whereas
a port is a place where goods are put onto or taken off a ship, or where
passengers board a ship. We also use “port” to mean a town or city with
a port. For example, Liverpool is a port.

What's the difference between the words “harbour” and “port”?
The difference .. isthat ahareeur ...

nosey
What do we mean if we saythatsomeone is nosey? If we say ..,
we mean thatthey are tee
interested 1N ether peeple’s private matters
Have you got nosey neighbours? Yes, |'ve got .

~Ne, | haven't get _.

Nouns with different forms

masculine feminine

In English, there are a few nouns that are different depending on whether
we are talking about a man or awoman. We call these nouns "masculine”
if they referto a man and “feminine” if they refer to a woman.

We can sometimes form a feminine noun from a masculine noun by
adding the letters "ess".
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actor — actress waiter - waitress
host — hostess god - goddess
prince - princess

How can we sometimes form a feminine noun from a masculine noun?
We can semetimes ferm ...
by cdding the |etters “ess”

What are the feminine forms of “actor”, "host” etc.? The feminine
ferms of .. are "actress”, “hestess”,
“princess”, “waitress” and “geddess”

Other examples of masculine and feminine nouns are as follows:

nephew - niece
landlord - landlady
widower - widow

Whatarethe feminine forms of “nephew”, “landlord” and “widower”?
The feminine ferms of ... are
“niece”, “landlady” and “widew”

event eventful uneventful

What has been the most importantevent of yourlife so far?
The mest .. se far has seen ..,

Why?
What type of sports event do you like to watch most? I like to
watch ... most
Would you say you had led an eventful or uneventful life? I"d say
I'dl led ..
concern

Are you the kind of person who likes to put his nose intothings that don‘t
concern him? Yes, I'mthekind of
~ Ne, I'm net the kinel of ..



3% celebrate celebration New Year’s Eve

If you won the lottery, how would you celebrate? ifl..,
I'dl celelorate oy ...
Do most countries have a big celebration on New Year'’s Eve? Yes,
mest ..

up to date out of date essential
Do you always buy clothes that are up to date? Yes, | always ...

~ Ne, | den‘t always ...

If you’re planning to travel around the world, is it essential to have anup-
to date passport? Yes, if yeu're planning ...,
it's essential .

If you bought some food in a supermarket and then discovered it was out

of date, would you take it back? Yes, ifl ., I'd ..
~Ne,ifl_, lweuldn’t..

Idiom 18

a piece of cake = extremely easy te de

e.g. This tewn is full of hetels, so finding semewhere te stay will lse a piece of

cake.
What does the idiom “a piece of cake” mean? The idiom ...
“extremely easy te de”
Give me an example, please. Mest of the questions

inthe exam were really difficult,
Butthe first three were a piece of cake



