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CONFINE OVER THE YEARS BOREDOM
Mtiah s KR LITHECRELAY /)

TO BE STRONG - MINDED/ (DL »720) L T4 LTS

COMPREHENSION PASSAGE 7:

People tend to amass possessions. somctimes without being aware of doing so. Indeed,
they can have a dclighttul surprise when they find something usetul which they did not
know they owned. Those who never have to change house become indiscriminate
collectors of what can only be described as clutter. ‘They lcave unwanted objects in
drawers, cupboards and attics for ycars, in the belief that they may one day need just
those very things. As they grow old. people also accumulate belongings for two other
reasons, lack of physical and mental energy, both of which are essential in tuming out
and throwing away, and semtimcnt./ Things owned for a long time are full of
associations with the past, perhaps with relatives who are dead. and so they gradually
acquire a valuc beyond their true worth.

Some things are collected deliberately in the home in an attempt to avoid waste. Among
these I would list string and brown paper. kept by thrifty people when a parccl has been
opened, to save buying these two requisites. Collecting small items can easily become a
mania. | know someone who always cuts out from newspapers sketches ot model
clothes that she would like to buy, if she had the money./ As she is not rich, the chances
that she will ever be ablc (o afford such purchases are remete: but she is never
sufficiently strong-minded to be ablc to stop the practice. 1t is a harmless habit, but it
litters up her desk to such an extent that every time she opens it. loose bits ot paper fall
out in every direction.

Collecting as a serious hobby is quite ditferent and has many advantages. It provides
relaxation for leisure hours, as just looking at one's treasures is always a joy. One does
not have to go outside tor amuscment, since the collection is housed at home. Whatever
it consists of. stamps, records. first editions of books. china. glass. antique furniture.
pictures, mode] cars, stuifed birds, toy animals. there is always something to do in
connection with it, from finding the right place for the latest addition to verifyiny facts in
reference books./ This hobby educates one not only in the choscn subject. but also in
general matters which have some bearing on it.

There are also other benefits. One wants to meet like-minded collectors. to get advice. to
compare notes, to exchange articles. to show off the latest find. So one's circle of friends
grows. Soon the hobby leads to travel, perhaps to a meeting in another town. possibly a
trip abroad in search of a rare specimen, for collectors are not confined to any one
country. Over the years onc may well become an authority on one's hobby and will
very probably be asked to give informal talks to little gatherings and then. it successtul,
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to larger audiences./ In this way self-confidence grows, first from mastering a sub ject,
then from being able to talk about it. Collecting, by occupying spare time so
constructively. makcs a person contented with no time for boredom.

Answer the following questions, in your own words as far as possible :-

a) WHY DO SOME PEOPLE TEND TO HOARD THINGS WHICH
THEY NEVER USE? Because sometiimes they do not notice
that they are doing so

b) WHAT SPECIAL REASONS CAUSE OLD PEOPLE TO KEEP
POSSESSIONS WHICH THEY NO LONGER NEED ? They do not have
the physical and mental energy to throw them away,
and they like the sentiiment that is associated with them

¢) WHY WAS I'T NOT VERY SENSIBLE OF THE AUTHOR'S FRIEND
TO COLLECT SKETCHES OF MODEL CLOTHES ? Because she was

notrich, and therefore it was very

unlikely that she would ever be able to buy such clothes

For each of thc (ollowing give a word or a phrase of similar meaning :-

1) AMASS - collect {usually in great numbers)

2) BEING AWARE - realising or noticing

3) CHANGE HOUSE - move from one house to another
4) ATTIC  aspacc or aroom under the roof of a house
S) GRADUALLY ACQUIRE - slowly take on

6) THRIFTY - economical

7 REMOTE - slight

8) IN EVERY DIRECTION - everywhere/

SKIM (MO RELEZ)E LT

The verb "to skim"” means to move lightly over a surface, either not
touching it at all though being very close to it, or touching it slightly or

occasionally .
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whom she was going to stay to make two journcys to meet her./ She gave her luggage to
a porter and showed him her ticket. To her horror he said that she was two hours too
soon. She feltin her handbag for a piccc of paper ot which her father had written down
all the details of the journey and gave it to the porter. lle agreed that a train did come
into the station at the time on the paper and that it did stop, but only to take on water, not
passengers.

The girl asked to see a timetable. feeling sure that her father could not have made a
mistake. The porter went to fetch one and arrived back with the stationmaster, who
produced it with a flourish and pointed out a microscopic "0" beside the time of the
arrival of the train at his station: this little "0" indicated that the train only stopped for
waler./ Just at that moment the train came into the station. The girl, tears streaming
down her face. begged to be allowed to slip into the guard's van. But the stationmaste:
was adamant rules could not be broken. And she had 10 watch that train disappear
towards her destination while she was lelt behind

Answer the following questions. In your own words as far as possible :-

a) WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF LEAVING THE BARE MINIMUM
OF TIME FOR APPOINTMENTS ? Because accidents may
occur on the way

b) WHY DID THE AUTHOR'S FAMILY ASK SOME GUESTS TO
COME HALF AN HOUR 1 ATER THAN THE OTHERS INVITED
FOR THE SAME DAY ? Becausc otherwise they would

arrive half an hour too early

c) WHY, ACCORDING TO THE AUTHOR,IS IT BETTER TO CHOOSE
TO WAIT ON THE PLATFORM BEFORE THE TRAIN ARRIVES
THAN TO BE FORCED TO WAIT AFTER [T HAS GONE »
Because you might have 1o wait an hour
for the next train to arrive. and also you avoid
the {rustration of arriving just as the train is pulling out

For each of the following give a word of phrasc of similar meaning :-

1 A STATE OF CIIAOS complete disorder
2} SPARSELY POPULATED thinly peopled : not much population
3 DISREGARD - ignore

4) REPROACHED - disapproved of
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COMPREHENSION PASSAGE 9:

There is naw a fashionable practice in Britain, which has developed into an absorbing
hobby for some people. which goes by the informal name of “do-it-yourself*. This
means that the owner or occupier ol a housc undertakes the decorating, maintenance and
repair jobs, and sometimes even structural alterations himself, instead ol handing them
over to skilled crafismen./ Of course there have always been men with all-round ability
and tireless enthusiasm who took delight in such work, but until fairiy recently most
people found it much simpler to employ someone else to do it for them.

[t was, however. women and not men who first aitempted such jobs. During the last war,
when only a few elderly and hard-pressed workmen were available, since all the able-
bodied wcre either fighting or doing other vital work. women tried their hands at repairs
when these became necessary. and otten discovered a natural aptitude which they did
not know they possessed. After the war, when prices for evcryihing soared, “"do-it-
yourselt” was an economic necessity for most families: from this it became the smart
thing to do. even among the rich./

Husbands on the way to work would discuss with other interested amateurs what they
had done the previous weekend and what they proposed to do the following one.
Publishers were guick to seize upon the demand for information and brought out ncw
magazines devoted to all the skills needed in a house, such as carpentry, decorating.
plumbing and clectrical repairs. Technical collcgcs started evening classes for those who
wished to be taught the correct method of working.  The radio has also helped with
weckly talks run by a panel of experts giving useful tips and pointing out how to avoid
vitfalls.

To make a success of "do-it-yourself" certain qualities of mind and character are
essential./ | would not advise you (o take it up if you are an impatient person. Although
you will be anxious to see the resuits of yeur labour quickly. especially with your first

job. it is far better to work as all good craftsmen do, to a slow and regular rhythm. Then

you must have determination to see the job through to the end. It is better not to begin
than to tite and leave things halt-finishcd. or spend further money by calling in the
professional to take over. You must also be able to organise yourselfand vour time.

Mosl beginners, espccially thosc wha have epportunities for such jobs only at weekends.
try to work all hours and are then exhausted, not refreshed as they might have been. by
the change of occupation./ It is also necessary at the end of thc day to allow time tor
clearing up. Next in importance comes knewing your own limitations. [f you have no
head for heights, do not repair the chimmey brickwork, or you may lind yourself in
hospital with a broken leg. Above all, keep a sense of proportion. [f you devote all your
spare time to "do-it-yoursel". you will neglect the garden, your iriends and all other
hobbies : you will become a complete borc.

Answer the fellowing questions. in our own words as far as possible :-










