










CONFINE 
閉じ込める

OVER THE YEARS 
何イドも

BOREDOM 
退問(させる物)

TO BE STRONG・MINDEDI 心のしっかりしている、気丈でいる

COMPREHENSION PASSAGE 7: 

People tend ro amass possessions. somctimes without being aware of doing so. Indeed， 

tbey can have a dclightful slIrprise when lhey tìnd something useful which they did not 
know they owned. Those who ne、er havc 10 change house become indiscriminale 
collectors 01・what can only be described as clutt巴r. Thcy Icavc unwanted objccts in 
drawers‘cupboards llnd attics fOI・ycars守in the bcJier that lhey may one day need .iust 
those very things. As they grow old. peopJe aJso accuITIulate belongings for two other 
reasons、lack of physical and mental energy宅both 01' which are esscnlial in tuming out 
and Ihrowing away叫 and s(;'ntimcnt.l 甘lings owned for a long time are full of 
associations with the past‘perhaps with reJalives who are dead. and 50 they gradllalJy 
acquire a valllc bcyoncl their trlle worth. 

1 J 15 Some things are collet:ted deliberately in the homc in an allempt to avoid waste. Among 
lhesc [ would list string and brown paper. kept by thrifì:y peopJe whcn a parccl has bccn 
opened， to save buying theseれvo requisites. Collecting small items can easily become a 
mania. 1 know someone who always culS oul from newspapers sketches of mod巴l
clothes that she would Jike to buy， if sbe had rhe money./ As she is not rich守the chances 
that she will ever he ablc 10 afford such purchases are remote: but she is never 
sufficicntly strong-minded to be ablc 10 stop lhe practice. [t is a harmless hahit、but it 
litters up her desk to such an cxtent that every liml? shc opens it、loose bits of paper falJ 
out in cvery direction. 

Collecting as a serious hobby is quite differenl and has many advanlagcs. It provides 
relaxalion for leisure hours、as jLlst looking 31 one's treasures ìs always a joy. One does 
110t have [0 go oLltside lòr al1lu:.cmcnt， sint:c lhe collection is 110uscd al home. Whatevcr 
it consisls 01'. stamps、records. firsl editions 01' books. china. gJass‘ antique furnilllre‘ 
pictlll郎、 mod巴I cars、sluffed birds、lOy animals. lhere is always something 10 do in 
conncじtion wilh it， from finding the right place for tlle latest addition tO vl'rifying fncts in 
refcrcnce books./ This hobby educutes onc not only in the choscn subject. but also il1 
general maners which have some beariug on it. 

There are also other benelits. One wanlS 10 meet Iike-minded collecLOrs. to g.et advice. 10 
cOl11parc notes， [0 exchange articles. 10 show olTthe latest find. So onc's circlc of fricl1ds 
grows. Soon the hobby leads to lravcl， pcrhaps 10 a meeling in another lown. rossib1y日
ITip abroad in search of a rare specim側、f'or colleじ101・s are l10l conlìned lú any one 
country. Over the yea..s onc may welJ becol11c an aUlhorily on one's hobby and will 
very probably bc asked to give intòrmal talks to li口l巴gatherings and thじn. iC successful， 



to larger alldienccs./ l n  this way self-confìdence grows， frst from mastering a subject、
then from b巴ing able to talk about it. Collecting， by occllpying spare time so 
constructively‘makc$ a person contel1ted with no time for boredom. 

Answer the following qu巴stions， in your own words as far as p05sible :-

1316 a) WHY DO SOME PEOPLE TEND TO HOARD THINGS WHICH 
THEY NEVER USE? Because sometimes they do 110t notice 

that they are doing so 

b) WHAT SPECIAL REASONS CAUSE OLD PEOPLE TO KEEP 
POSSEssrONS \νHICH THEY NO LONGER NεED '? Thev do not have 

the physical and mental energy to throw them away， 
and they like the sentiment that is associated with them 

c) WHY WAS JT NOT VERY SENSIBLE OF THE AUTHOR'S FRrEND 

TO COLLECT SKETCHES OF MODEL CLOT吋ES? Because she was 
not rich， and therefore it was very 

unlikeJy that she wOllld ever be able 10 blly sllch clothes 

F 01' each of thc rollowing give a word or a phrase of similar meaning :-

1) AMASS ・ collect (usually in great numbers) 

2) BEり..rG AWARE ・realising or noticing 

3) CHANGE HOUSE - move from one house to another 

4) A TTIC a spacc or a room under the roof of a house 

5) GRADUALL Y ACQUIRE - 510wly take on 

6) THRIFTY - economical 

7) REMOTE - slight 

8) JN EVERY DIRECTlON - everywhere/ 

1317 SKIM (物の表面などを)さっとなでる

The verb "to skim" means to move lightly over a surface， either not 

touching it at all though being very close to it， or touching it slightly or 

occasionally . 









wholll she was going to stay to make two journcys to meet her./ She gave her luggage to 
a portcr and showed hirn her ticket. To her horror he said that she was two hours too 
500n. She felt in her handbag for a piccc of paper 011 which her father had writtcn down 
all thc dctails of the journey and gave it to the portcr. Hc agreed that a train did come 
into the statioll at the lime on the paper and that it did stop， but only 10 take on watcr， nOI 
passengcrs. 

The girl asked to see a timetablc、fecling sure that her father could not havc made a 
mistake. Thc porter went to fetch one and arrived back with thc stationmaster， who 
produced it \\'ith a f10urish and point巴d out a microscopic "0" beside thc time of the 
arrival of the train at his station: this little "0" indicated Ihat the train onJy stopped for 
\Valer./ JUSl at that moment the train came into the slation. Thc girl， tears streaming 
do\Vn her face‘begged 10 be allowed to slip into Ihe guard's van. But the slationmastel 
was adamant rulピs could not be broken. And shc had 10 watch that train disappear 
towards her destination \Vhile she was left behind 

Answer the following questionsパn your own words as far as possible ;-

a) WHAT AIミビ THE OANGERS OF LEAVING THE BARE MINIMUM 
OF TIME FOR 八PPOINTMENTS ，) Because accidents may 

occur on the way 

b) WHY 01 D THE AUTHOR'S F AMIL Y ASK SOME GUESTS TO 

1323 c) 

COME HALF AN HOUR LATER THAN THE OTHERS INVITED 
FOR THE SA \J1E OA Y ? Becausc olherwise they would 

arrive half an hour too early 

W十IY， ACCORDING TO THE AUTHOR， IS IT BETTER TO CHOOSE 
TO WAIT ON THE PしヘTFORM BEFORE THE TRAIN ARRIVES 

THAN TO BE FORCED TO WAIT AFTER IT HAS GONE? 
Because you might have 10 wait an hour 

lòr thc ncxt train to arrive， and also you avoid 
the frustration of arrivingjust as the train is pulling out 

For each of the following give a word 01' phrasc of simi lar meaning ;-

1) A STATE OF CHAOS complete disordcl 

2) SPARSELY POPULATED thinly peopled ; not much population 

3) DISREGARD ・ ignore

4) R巳PROACHEO ・ disapprovcd of 







COMPREHENSION PASSAGE 9: 

There is nQw a fashionable practice in Britain， which has developed into an absorbing 
hobby for some people. which goes by the informal name of "do-it-yollrself". This 
mαinS that the owner or occupier 01' a hOllsc undcrtakes the decorating， maintenance anù 
repair jobs， and sometimes even stn.lctural allerations himself， inst巴ad 01' handing them 
over to skilled cratlsmen.! 01' cOllrse Ih古代have always becn men with all-round ability 
3nd tireless enthusiasm who took delighl in slIch work， blll until fairly recently 11105t 
people found it mucb simpler 10 employ someone else to do it for them. 

It was. however. women and nOl men who日rst altempted such jobs. During the last war. 
when only a few elderly and hard-prcssed workmen were available， since all the able
bodied wcre either fighting or doing olhιr vilal work、women tricd their hands at rcpairs 
when these became necessary. and ofìen discovered a natural aptitude which they did 
nm know they posseおピd. A fter the war. when prices for evcrylhing soared、"do-it
yOllrself' was an econoll1ic Ilecessity for most families: from this it became the sma汎
thing to do、even among the I1ch.! 

1327 Husbands on the way 10 \\ l)rk wOllld discuss with other intcreSl巴d amateurs whal !hey 
had done the previous 叫eekend é\nd what lhey proposed to do the following one. 
Publishers were qllick 10 seiLc upon the demand For information and broughl OUI ncw 
rnaga7ines devoled to all the skills needed in a hOLlse， sllch as carpentry. decoraling. 
plumbing and clectrical repairs. Technical collcgcs started evening c1asses for those who 
wished 10 be taught th� cのrrピct method of working. The radio has also helped with 
wcckly lalks run by a panel oF expcrts giving useful tips and pointing out how to avoid 
oitfalls. 

To n�ake a success of "do-it-yourself、 certain qllalities of mind and charaじter are 
essential.l j would not advise you 10 take it up if you are an impatient person. Althollgh 
yOll will be anxious 10 see lhe results of yOUf labour qllickly. especially with yOUf first 
job‘it isぬr be悦r to work as all good craftsmen do， to a slow and regular rhythm. Then 
yOll 1U1Ist have determination to see the job lhrough 10 the end. lt is better not 10 begin 
than 10 lilむand leave thillgs half-finishcd. or spcnd further money by calling in the 
protessional to take over. You must aJso be able 10 organise yoursel f and your time. 

MOSl beginnc円、espccially thosc who have opportunities for slIch jobs only at weekends、
try to work alJ lJollrs and are then exhausted， not refreshed as they might have been、by
the change of occupulion.! 1I is also necessary at the cnd of thc day 10 allow time I"or 
clearing IIp. Next in importance comcs knowing your own limitations. If yOll have no 
head for heights， do nOl repair !he chimney brickwork， or you may lìnd yoursel f in 
hospital with a broken leg. Abovc 311， keep a sense of proporlion. If you dcvOle all your 
spare time to "do-it-yourseIr'. yOll will neglect the garden， your Friends anù all oth巴r
hobbies : you �ill become a complete borc. 

1328 Answer lhe following questions‘in ollr own words as far as possible :-






