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[2](1)Findings from a 2010 Bureau of Labor Statistics study indicate
that husbands and wives today ,have similar overall workloads.

(2)0n average, men still do less housework than women, but they work
more outside the home. (3)Also, the amount of time men spe%gl on
household chores has grown steadily over the past 30 years. (4)As a
result, the time difference between the average total weekly workload
for men and women is only 80 minutes, the smallest it has ever been.
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[3](1Many people hoped the social changes of the 1970s would lead
to husbands and wives doing an equal amount of paid work and hbuse-
hold chores. (2)Though the gap is narrowing, this balance has not yet
been reached. (3]Moreover, the average wage of female full-time work-
ers amounts to just 81 percent of that of men who work full time. (4)For
such women, there can be no equality as long as their work ,,is valued
less than men’s.
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Green Cement

[1]J(1)Thanks to construction booms in growing economies such as EIndia
and China, global cement production has nearly doubled in the past decade.
(2)The conventional way to manufacture cement is to alter the chemical v;i;gake-
up of limestone by heating it to over 1,400T. (3)Unfortunately, generatirig the
huge amount of energy needed to heat the limestone to such high tempera-
tures produces extremely large quantities of CO,, a greenhouse gas that con-
tributes to global warming. (4)In addition, the chemical reaction that converts
limestone to cement also releases CO,. (5)As governments around the world
move to reduce greenhouse gases by taxing industries according to the amount
of CO, they emit, conventional cement production is set to become extremely
costly. (6)For major manufacturers, future profits depend on developing meth-
ods of either reducing the amount of CO, they produce or capturing the gas to
prevent its release into the atmosphere.
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