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The Role of Petroleum in Our Lives | OER
[11(1)The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has led to renewed callé from
clean-energy proponents for the United States to end its dependence on petro-

leum. (2)They also cite air pollution, global warming, and acid rain as'proof
that the oil habit is dangerous, both to the environment and human h:balth.
(3)Environmentalists have long warned of the dangers of using fossil fuels in
general, and have recommended shifting public policy to limit oil depenggnce.
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[2](1)What is often ignored or forgotten by environmentalists, howeveri is

the fact that petroleum contributes to nearly every aspect of modern life. (2)In

a post on his political commentary website criticizing those calling for a halt
to oil drilling, conservative blogger Harrison Price writes that the notion of
turning America away from petroleum is “just plain absurd. (3)0il is
responsible for the lives we have today, both in terms of the conveniences we
take for granted as well as the quality of life it provides.” (4)He lists hundreds
of examples of petroleum-derived products and asks which we could do
without. (5)The list includes plastics, textiles, beauty products, building
materials, road materials, office products, medicines, home furnishings, and
even food, emphasizing that Americans' reliance on oil goes beyond the
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obvious use of gasoline.

_ @BCheck! |contributeto ~ICEBYTB. ~D—EERSD [~ contribution
(&) &fk] [Jaspect (&) @@ [call for ~%ZKT2 = demand (&)

[] conservative (%) {25P#97% [ notion (%) £Z. RfE = idea, view []absurd

(%) B/ = stupid, ridiculous [ be responsible for ~IZFEEFHD. ~DRETHS
[Jin terms of (81) ~DEAT. ~&Z®TBHE [take O for granted OZLWHIIZERD

[ emphasize (8)) 3#BT3. BRTS [~ emphasis () ER = stress]

(2] (WLALADS, AMAHAEFOERE AL TOMIE :a‘ﬁiﬁb’cwétw’)
Hgd, BEREEXLE-LELELERBILZYENRL) LTS, @)AMRIEE
1LZRDB AN BEZIHT 2 H S OBIHE ﬂ%%b«@%%f\%$M7uﬁ~@nu
//-774Z@7XUﬁ%Eﬂ#bW§%TtWO%Kir@(%ﬁﬁfwéj&%
VTV 5o (3) THMANEM L TSR BAEFOEIZ L TO R B SRBLL T aEH %
%M-Lf%\ﬂt%@%@iﬁiﬁﬁ@b#ﬁ&@ﬁjmﬁumﬁ%wamm%%%
®W%§W\ﬁt%@iﬁﬂ%%@&w%@dEﬂ&@#k%wmﬁfwéoW%@*
ZIET T AT 4 v 7 \HHECALRE S, BEEEMRH B AR AT, ok 7 4 A A IZSEA
@mﬁﬁbﬁmif%#aiﬂ\7%UﬁA®f®ﬁTﬁEb%KT‘ﬁ6ﬁ/U/®
HRHICEEE SRV EZHHEICRL T A,

BxE

(12) EnEs

Bl Vv 794 ANAGO T S TERLTHS I L.

1 7 A9 HENTOLMEREZ RS 5 BEOERE, ISt O LRSS $ 55 2 51
WEESZ TV,

2 HHAEGTALELRBGZIZAOS L THHb RV XTI, Ao 2 Kk
585759,

3 B LbIALE—ZHH L THMOBEEZ WS TR o Tyhiud, AART
I LEEMEE-TWREA )

4 AMOBPFCHEOEHEHAIHHETETVLOT, 7 A ABLMOHINE RO %
EFA %0,

135



BB B2 SESLIIHT T, T4 A (AL 2R B AT
LE4HTH] LHO [RFR7uA—] L LTERII, AHOMHZ S
DEZLICHLT [ BETFTVWE-RbD50EFEIIRMOB»T R
DE] EVHHEDOIX Y IABFIHERTVS, HICIEAMREHELZY
AMOBHZRS L7720 T2 25750 E 50 USRIE4258R 2,

FINT T 7 7DHEX

[3](1)Because petroleum is so central to Americans’ everyday %lives, ﬁ:he

energy industry has long considered environmentalists’ goal of reducing pe-
troleum consumption to be unrealistic. (2What is more, projectidhs by f:he
U.S. Energy Information Administration anticipate further increaises in pe-
troleum use — not just in the United States, but worldwide, as _gj;gveloping
countries aspire to a higher standard of living. (3)However, somew analyé;ts,
such as Kevin Knobloch, president of the Union of Concerned Scientists, be-
lieve that it is possible to enjoy modern standards of living without overréli-
ance on oil. (4)Since transportation accounts for 70 percent of U.S. petroleum
use, the key is a decrease in the amount of petroleum needed to transggrt
people and goods. (5)Knobloch says that a major switch to fuel-efficient, hy
brid, or alternative-fuel vehicles “would cut U.S. oil consumption by approxi-
mately 3.7 million barrels a day by 2020 and 7.3 million barrels a day by
2030."
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