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[2](1)After defeating the Phoenicians in 206 BC, the Romans took
over the mines and further expanded production of silver for the mmtmg
of the denarius, the main coin used throughout the Roman Empu"e
(2)The Romans used their political expertise to establish a comprehenswe
system of governance at the mines, which included leasing them:to
private contractors and managing the thousands of labo'regrs,
administrators, and soldiers in the area. (3)Rio Tinto silver proxéed
invaluable to the Romans, helping to fund their army and the Vast
infrastructure of their empire. (4)At their peak between AD 70 and 180
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the Rio Tinto mines were producing more copper and silver than any
other mines in the Roman Empire.
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[3](1)After the Romans were driven out of Spain in the fifth century, the
Rio Tinto mines fell into a centuries-long decline. (2)In the late 19th century, DAY

however, a multinational company took over the mines and once again began %

to produce large quantities of metals. (3Mismanagement caused the mines to ~ #%
close in 2001, but another company has now purchased the site, hoping to L
begin operations anew. (4Meanwhile, archaeologists have unearthed a num-

ber of historically valuable items at the mines, including Bronze Age hammer
heads, Phoenician oil lamps, and pieces of Roman pottery. (5/These discover-

ies have helped provide a more detailed picture of early mining operations

and the lives of mine workers from different periods.
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[4](1)An unfortunate legacy of the mines, however, is environniental
contamination. (2)’I‘he two main rivers in the RIO Tlnto area are pmsone%wrch

suggests the unusually colored soﬂ and water resultlng from this pollution
“may have attracted the very first miners to the region.”

O legacy (%) BE = inheritance, heritage [ contamination
(%) 5% = pollution [« contaminate (&) F#9 3] [Osoil (&) T [Oonset (&)
B4 = beginning [ acknowledge (&) 8% = admit [ (contributing) factor (%) &
O feature (4) %§# = characteristic Oresult from ~H5%U%. ~ICHKXTS =
cause & ~EWVWIBRICED
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