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BRE 3 RXER WE-R) (1) ~ (14)

Paying for Civilization '

[1)J(UIn the first millennium BC, the Phoenicians, a powerful Middle
Eastern trading civilization, controlled an empire that stretched acroés the
entire Mediterranean region. (2)One reason for the Phoenicians’ prosperity
was their control of the Rio Tinto copper and silver mines located in what is
now southern Spain. (3)Although mining activity had been carried out gthere
since the Bronze Age, the Phoenicians boosted the mines’ output by intro@cing
improved production methods. (4)The silver from the mines was used by the

ns to decorate temples and to pay debts, and it also allowed for the

nt of a coin-based monetary system in the Mediterranean region.
(5)Silver was rare enough to be valuable, but thanks to the Rio Tinto mines’
output, there was enough for large-scale coin-making. (6)According to Thomas
Schattner, professor of archaeology at the University of Giessen in Germany,
“Without the silver mines of southern Spain, the development of money would
have been quite different.”

| Oentire G¥) ~&4& Oregion (4) . H% = district

O prosperity (£) %% [+ prosper (8)) ¥%9 5. MIHT 3 = flourish, succeed]
Ocarryout ~%%£f79 5. #1795 = conduct (8)) [Jboost (B) 5l&EiF3. M€
% = increase [Joutput (&) 4£E=E = production
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