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Rebuilding a Rainforest

[1](1)Microbiologist Willie Smits, attracted to the incredible b10d1vers1ty of
Borneo, settled there in 1985 to work as a forest researcher. ( Howgaver, it
was not until four years later — when he discovered an unsold babygorang-
utan left to die in a garbage heap at a market — that his life changedggrever.
(3 By 1991, rehabilitating orangutans that had been retrieved from poachers
and returning them to the wild had become Smits's passion. (4)By a sad irony,
however, Borneo’s rainforests, which provided a habitat for the orangutans,
were disappearing. (5)Loggers were cutting down valuable hardwood trees,
and other indigenous trees were being burned to create space for plantations
of profitable oil palm trees.
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[2](1)Smits spent years attempting to stop the devastation. (2)Despite his
efforts, however, the problem only worsened. (3)In 1997, after two years of

drought, logging practices caused uncontrollable wildfires. (4)Sweeping
through Borneo’s rainforests, these fires caused the release of up to 40 percent
of the world's total CO, emissions that year and further destroyed the
orangutans’ habitat.
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[3](1)Smits decided a rethink was necessary. (2)In 2001, he purchased
2,000 hectares of land that had earlier been used for oil palms. (?:)Thé:j land
supported little more than a poison-producing grass called alang-alang, which
kills most plants around it. (4)Smits hired local villagers and instructedithem
to produce compost for soil enrichment and to plant fast-growing trees to pro-
vide shade, which kills alang-alang. (5/The new forest is now d1V1ded into
three zones: an outer ring of sugar palms, an inner ring of local ramgforest
trees, and a central zone hosting a sanctuary for orangutans and othér pri-
mates. (6)The sugar palms, besides producing edible fruit, are an excjellent
source of biofuel: sugar water tapped from the trees can be used to pr(;gduce
ethanol, thereby reducing the villagers' dependence on wood. (7)Smits believed
getting the villagers involved from the beginning would help them under-
stand how a renewed rainforest could bring such practical benefits. (8)Sugar
palms are also fire resistant, so they protect the inner forest from wildfires.
(9)The rainforest zone now supports 1,300 different tree species. 10Many na-
tive birds, reptiles, and mammals have returned to the area, and Smits claims

rainfall has increased despite drought elsewhere.

#EfCheck ! [ little more than + @& ~7lF. ~IT@EL = only, just,
nothing more than [ sanctuary (&) (B4E8#0) REX. BT, 26 [ primate
(%) EEfE [ besides (&) ~IZMNZ T = in additionto : (8I) X5(Z = moreover, in
addition [Jedible (F§) BEXH6NB. BAD [Jthereby () ZOLK2ICLT [resistant
() MAEDHD. f~HED

283



(3] (A I v VG LA EAffE L7z, (2)20014E, 1&ci%ﬂi’C7’7 5 X
ORI AEDHIL T 72200027 ¥ =V D+HHZEIEA L7, B)1ZOTHTEODIZT
FrTIVERENDZHEEYHTHELSLWT ‘;humbmﬁtAkwmm%ﬁbL
TLE)o WAI v VIO REE ., M5 ICHIEZKICT 5720 DU O/EY
TeTIrT I vEMOTHEZES> TN LR EM OO ) 24835 L7z, (5)1BIE
FLOWBKIL, ¥ b7V 2 of R, Bl o #af AR O B AR KD 2 WEEE, 45 v
=¥ UREDMOBRFOWHEX DD 5 HLEH D3O DXIHI T 5N b, (6)F ho X
id, BHOREREY T2 TR ENLAA FTRBOMEICL R b, ZOY Y
@*#%%ménéwwmil&/—w@%ﬁtﬂmf%\HEt%@*H«@mﬁ%
BRI T L0070, (NAI vy Vid, HRZLZROP5BMEELZ L
f\ﬁitt%mﬁ%#_@;o;%ﬁ%éﬁ&ﬁ&%ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁf%é;iu&ét
MR LTz B)F PV IR IED B0 . FARKTED S P O FRARIX I % S5
52125, (9T OHFMXIBUITIBAEL300D DR LZHEOBADSE > T b, 10

A Xy VI SADOBFER BB AR Z O —47 IR > THR TV T, il
DOEHTTFEOIREI > TV TH I TRHEESEML TV & TET 5,

B

(12) Ena:

Bl - 230 U SBERHROEAEO T ICBIOMN R b 2 201,

1 S DMEHESEIHENICHES BHOETHOM LICo%d 22wy T2 HBR LTI L2 -7
57,

2 HhUYYORADR DL S AR CERIIRER TSN L7255 LELTw iy
575

3 WOLOFROBHORREFIZ OV T ORISR X DOIEEIZE > TRERFILICAR B
I EEZTVINGTE,

4 TIUT I EMOTNEE RO D0 ORI OERMIC O VT O
PRDLLTE S T2 B 72,

284



