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GP1 Reading & Speaking Practice #3
Story

Loyal Companions on the Path of Independence

Guide dogs are amazing helpers for people with
disabilities. These special dogs are trained to assist and
guide their owners who have trouble seeing. There are
many ways they use guide dogs. For example, these dogs
are trained to lead their owners safely across streets.
They stop at curbs and help their owners know when it's
safe to cross.

They help their owners navigate through crowded places
like stores or train stations. The dogs are smart and know
how to find open spaces for their owners. The guide
dogs can pick up things their owners drop, like keys or
pens. They are like helpful four-legged assistants! These
dogs also provide companionship and emotional
support to their owners. They are loyal and loving
friends.

When a person is walking with a guide dog, it lets others
know that the person is blind or visually impaired. This
helps people understand and be more helpful. Guide
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dogs wear special harnesses that allow their owners to
hold onto them and feel their movements. This way, they
can walk together smoothly and safely. Guide dogs go
through lots of training to learn all these skills. They are
very smart and obedient. Guide dogs are wonderful
partners who make life easier and more enjoyable for
people with disabilities.

Vocabulary Practice
% Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

X Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.

1. What are guide dogs trained to do?

2. What are two ways of using guide dogs?
3. What else do guide dogs provide?

4. How can you identify a guide dog?

5. How do guide dogs use their skills?
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Your Thoughts

X Give your own opinion about these questions. Try
answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6. Have you ever seen guide dogs?

7. Why do you think people train dogs to be helpers?
8. If you were disabled, would you want a guide dog?
9. Is there any downside to using guide dogs?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.They are trained to assist and guide their owners who
have trouble seeing.

2.They are trained to lead their owners safely across
streets and they help their owners navigate through
crowded places like stores or train stations.

3.They provide companionship and emotional support to
their owners.

4.Guide dogs wear special harnesses that allow their
owners to hold onto them and feel their movements.

5.Guide dogs go through lots of training to learn all
these skills.
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6.1 have seen them sometimes, but I think they are more
common in other countries.

7.Because dogs are very obedient and can be trained to
follow directions well.

8.Perhaps, but I don't really like dogs and I worry that it
would be a lot more work to take care of the dog than
the help it would provide.

9.All dogs are messy and many places don’t allow dogs to
enter or stay. While there are usually exceptions for
guide dogs, it can still feel awkward.

10. Guide dogs are very helpful and friendly companions
for people who need help. With the help of guide dogs,

people who are visually impaired can live more normal
lives.
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