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GP1 Reading & Speaking Practice #2

Story
Savoring with the Eyes

In Japan, restaurants have a unique way of showing the
foods they serve to their customers. They use plastic
versions of the dishes, food models called shokuhin
sampuru, to display the delicious meals. These plastic
replicas look so real that you might mistake them for
actual food!

Food models help customers see what the dishes look
like before they order. It's like having a sneak peek at
the menu. The plastic models are carefully made by
skilled artisans who pay great attention to detail. They
use special materials to create the textures and colors of
the different foods, from sushi to ramen to desserts.

These food models make it easier for people to decide
what they want to eat, especially if they are not familiar
with the dishes. It's like having a mini food museum
right inside the restaurant. So next time you visit a
restaurant in Japan, keep an eye out for the plastic food
displays and enjoy the visual feast before your actual
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meal arrives!
Vocabulary Practice

% Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

X Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.

1. How do restaurants in Japan show the foods they
serve to their customers?

. What is impressive about the food models?

. What do the food models help customers do?

. How do skilled artisans make the models?

. What kind of people are the food models especially
useful for?
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Your Thoughts

> Give your own opinion about these questions. Try
answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.
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6. Have you seen food models in the windows of
restaurants?

7. What kind of restaurants would get the most use out
of using food models?

8. What do you think of the art of making shokuhin
sampuru?

9. Is there any downside to restaurants using the
shokuhin sampuru?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.They use plastic versions of the dishes, food models
called shokuhin sampuru.

2.These plastic replicas look so real that you might
mistake them for actual food!

3.They help customers see what the dishes look like
before they order.

4.They use special materials to create the textures and
colors of the different foods, from sushi to ramen to
desserts.

5.They are especially useful for people who are not
familiar with the dishes.
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6.1 have seen a few but I think the practice has been
going out of style for a long time in favor of using
pictures.

7.1think restaurants that serve a lot of tourists who are
unfamiliar with Japanese food would benefit the most.

8.1 think the craftsmanship of those who make them is
really impressive. It would often be quite easy to
mistake them for real food when they are new.

9.Iimagine they must be quite expensive to have made
and they take a lot of space to display. I think it
probably also discourages the restaurants from
updating their menus.

10. Shokuhin sampuru is an example of a traditional
Japanese craftsmanship that is still alive and useful in
society today. It is something you can only find in
Japan.
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