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GP1 Reading & Speaking Practice #14

Story

Embracing the Speedy World of Self-Checkout at
Supermarkets

Have you noticed the new self-checkout machines in
many supermarkets?

Self-checkout machines are like minicomputers that allow
customers to scan and pay for their items without the
help of a . Using these machines is easy!
Customers can follow simple instructions on the screen
to scan their items and make payments.

Self-checkout machines save time because there's usually
no waiting in long lines. They also give customers more
privacy, as they can their items at their own
Self-checkout machines can be a fun experience for some
people, especially kids who enjoy scanning items
themselves.

Supermarkets have introduced these machines to make
shopping more convenient for their customers. While
self-checkout machines are helpful, there are still
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cashiers available for those who the traditional
way of checking out.

So next time you visit a supermarket, give the self-
checkout machines a try and see how quick and easy it
can be!

Vocabulary Practice

% Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

% Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.

1. What are self-checkout machines?

2. How do customers use self-checkout machines?

3. Why do self-checkout machines save time?

4. Who can self-checkout machines be a fun experience
for?

5. Why have supermarkets introduced these machines?

Your Thoughts
% Give your own opinion about these questions. Try
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answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6. Do you use self-checkout machines?

7. Do you find self-checkout machines to be easy to use?

8. Is using a self-checkout machine more convenient
than a cashier?

9. Is there any negative side of self-checkout machines?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1.They are like minicomputers that allow customers to
scan and pay for their items without the help of a
cashier.

2.Customers can follow simple instructions on the screen
to scan their items and make payments.

3.Because there's usually no waiting in long lines.

4.Some people, especially kids enjoy scanning items
themselves.

5.To make shopping more convenient for their
customers.

6.Yes, I do. The supermarket I usually go to has these
machines instead of cashiers at night.
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7.0ften, I had some problems when first learning how to
use them, but after I got used to them I found them
easy to use.

8.1t can be because more people can be scanning their
groceries at the same time, so you don't have to wait
long.

9.Yes, there are. Many cashiers will lose their jobs
because of self-checkout machines and that will hurt
the economy.

10. Self-checkout machines are a new technology that
has really caught-on and can now be found almost
everywhere. It is becoming rarer for supermarkets,
clothing stores and restaurants to rely on cashiers.
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