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GP1 Reading & Speaking Practice #1

Story
Transforming Accessibility

Over the past 20 years, Japan has worked hard to
improve its public facilities and transportation systems.
These improvements have made things better for
everyone. One important change is the addition of more
ramps and elevators in train stations and buildings. This
makes it easier for people with disabilities to move
around.

The train stations and buses are cleaner and more
comfortable. They added air conditioning and better
seating, which helps people feel more comfortable
during their journey. In addition, electronic signs have
been installed in train stations to show train schedules
and directions, making it easier for people to find their
way. Faster and more efficient bullet trains have also
been developed, which can take people to different cities
in less time. Special spaces for bicycles in train stations
have even been created, so people can easily ride their
bikes and then take the train.
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Another improvement is the availability of more
restrooms in public places, so people don't have to worry
about finding a bathroom when they are out and about.
To ensure safety, countdown timers and better lighting
have been added to pedestrian crossings. These
changes have made public facilities and transportation
more accessible, comfortable, and convenient for
everyone in Japan.

Vocabulary Practice
% Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

% Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.
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1. What has Japan worked hard to do over the past 20
years?

2. What changes have been made to make it easier for
people with disabilities to move around?

3. How have trains become more comfortable during
journeys?

4. Why have special spaces for bicycles been created?

5. What have more restrooms in public places allowed?

Your Thoughts

% Give your own opinion about these questions. Try
answering the questions yourself before skipping to the
sample answers.

6. Do you think the improvements to public facilities have
been enough?

7. Why is it important to make these changes to public
facilities?

8. What do you think of the public transportation systems
in Japan?

9. Can you think of any additional changes that could be
made that are not mentioned in the story?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
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Sample Answers

1.Japan has worked hard to improve its public facilities
and transportation systems.

2.0ne important change is the addition of more ramps
and elevators in train stations and buildings.

3.They added air conditioning and better seating.

4.S0 people can easily ride their bikes and then take the
train.

5.People don't have to worry about finding a bathroom
when they are out and about.

6.1 hope so. ButI am not disabled so I would like to ask
someone who was how much trouble they have getting
around and if things have gotten better.

7.Because the community is meant to be available to
everyone, so things that work as barriers for people
with disabilities should be eliminated as much as
possible.

8.1 think they are very good! In almost all cities and
suburbs in Japan, you don't really need a car to get
around. You can rely on trains and buses to get
everywhere.
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9.1 think we need public trashcans. My city has a major
littering problem because there is no place to put trash
such as food wrappers and people don't want to carry
it around all day until they get home.

10. There have been quite a lot of changes to the public
facilities and transportation systems in the last 20 years
that I think many of us take for granted.
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