Further informutiva

\f the student requires any further information regarding the Method, he should
consult the Smdent' s Handbook thal accompanies the Callan Method. or speak to the
director of his schoot.

It there is anything about the schoo! that upsets the studeni,. he should not hesitate te
make his dissatisfaction known - preferably to a senior member of staff. A pood
private school welcomes complaints. Only in this way can il give a good service.

HOW TRE STUDENT CAN ENSURE THE METHOD
ISBEINC CORRECTLY USED

Aty student studying al a private schooi should rcad the follewing points vety
carcfully before he begins his studies, se that he has an idea of how his tcacher
should be using the (Callan Methad. 1f his teacher does not use the Method cervectly
it could double the student's studying time. which, al a private school, can be very
cxpensive,

One of the troblems with a new invention is that people tend initially to
misunderstand ¥t and consequently misuse it. Human nature being whal it is, people
olien cannot resist the temptaiion 1o tamper with the works and change things to suit
their own ideas and theories. Like a cainera, a car. a photocopying machine. or a
cooking recipe, the Callan Method will not work te its full potential unless its
instructions are cairied oul very carelully, Nine teachers ow of ten. of course. follow
their instructions carefully all the time, but the tenth teacher might occasionally
forget one or two points. [ he does, (he sludent 3hoiild pessoially reivimd him of
them, or he should speak (o the sectetary or to the director of the schuol abowdt it. or
wrilc an anonyswous letter to the school giving the name of the teacher. the natne and
timec of the course, aiid the points which the teacher is overluoking. Speaking
direcdy to the teacher would, of course, have to be done vely tacthilly and
diplomatically, however, atherwise it might destroy the friendly atmosphete in the
classroom and upsel the pleasads teacher-student relationship;, whilst speaking 0 the
secretary or (0 the direclor is ralher like poing behind lhe teachet's back. Probably
the best way. therefore, is by anonymous lewer,

The student should not be afraid to complain. He must remember that. if he is al a

privatc school, he s a paylng customer, and, as such, is entitled to a goed service.
Hotl the schoo{ using the Callan Methed and its teachess want to give the student an
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excellent service. The school cannot do this without the student's help, as it is not
possiblc for the school 10 know what is going on inside each classtvom the whole
titnc. Whatever happens. the student should net suffer in silence. IFhe does, he will
eventually leave. and this would upset the school and 1he teachers far more than any
complaint.

A private langiage school is in the same line of business and functions in the same
way 8$ a hotel or a restaurant. it depends (Or itS success on giving the pubtic a good
service. The retationship between (eacher and swndent is simifar to that between an
actor and his audience. The teacher is on stage. bul does not know if he is giving a
good performance or not. He cannot see himself as others see him.  An actor is
clapped ur Booed, but a teacher oanly knows he is upsetting his audience if his
audience compiains

Naturally, like anyone else, the teacher dces not like being criticised. but. if it is done
pleasantly, he will accept it in order to know what it is that is upselting his studenss.

The following are the main points thal some teachers tend to overlook:-
Keeping strictly te the Method

Like the student. the tescher is askod to adhert strictly to the Method and aceep! i)
without question. Sucth: an attitude would be unthinkable in any othes subjzcl. such
as histoty or literature, but a language is a skit! sublect. The real reason, however,
for accepting the Method without question fs tiat it works. and obtains the rexultsthe
student and teacher desire. If the teaclhier did not stick rigidly t o the Method. it would
be unfair on hig students, who come 19 him (or his schoot) o be taught by the Callan
Method. not by his version of that Method. Some teachers are ltke actors who are
not content to act in a plax. they want to produce it, direct it and write the script.

Punctuadity

Teachers often fail ® see the impoastanice of punctuality. They do not realisc that they
are ot just tate for work. but are keeping paying custotmess waiiing. which nieans the
customurs arc paying for something they are ol rizceiving. If, for exampte. the lesson
cecasionally begins five minutes late. it should end five minutes iatc. If it dogs not,
the teacher could be robbing the student of (0% el his studying time, thus increasing
the overal] length of the course. The school should ring a belt to mark the beginning
and ¢nd of each lesson. su that the student can see tha! he is not losing any part of his
lesson.
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Dress

Many teschers at schoois using the Callan Method, being young, tend not to realisc
that certain jobs require cerlain ways ol dressing. [.ike a public figure. a teacher has
Lo be smartly dressed, because people have 10 sit and losk ul him.

Ask him a queslion

As e (cacher comes through the door at the beginning of each lesson he should
poblt to the student on his lefl und (hen 10 one on his right and sav "Ask him a
question”. The studeits then have a Guick round of Guestions whilst the teacher is
arranging his hooks. This gets the lesson ofi to 3 fast start and gives the students a
chance to praclise formiing the interrogative and (0 compose free questions. 'I'he
same procedure should slso he adapled al the end of cach [csson. (L does not matter
ifthe round of questions is compieted. the imponant thing is that the lesson gets off
to u fast start

Standing up

When asking the students questions, the teacher should be walking around behind his
desk, and be aboul tne meire away from his baok. If he sits down, he s much less
dynamic, the lesson moves a1 a slower pace, the students lose conceniration and
become buted. and their rate of learning slows down. The teacher can, however, sit
down when giving a reading or a dictatioi,

Bookrcsts

Thee teacher should not teach with tis book [lat on 4 lable, He should have it inclinzd
on a bookresL or a lectern, so that he does not have to keep bending his head down to
reud the questinos, Such an action is very discosicerting  an audience, and lacks
naturalness

Asking each questiop twice

The teacher should always ask each question twice at top speed, :md immediatel y
start ot ¥ the answer or the student by giving hiny the first two or three words of the
answer. For example, “Is the {able behind me 2 ts the table behind me 2 Wo, ihe
lable . "

Dragging ¢he answer ont of the studept

the teacher should not wait a second for the student 10 answer. hlt shouid
immestiately negin dragging the answer out ofhim by a pushing and pulling process.
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Not a moment's silence

There should nol be a moment's silesice in the lesson. The (eacher and students
should be speaking cvery second. ‘Vhere should be a minimum of 210 words a
minute spoken in the air by a combination of teacher and students, that is. a wotal of
12,600 words spinning around m the rcom per hour. With this number of words
going into the student's cars, he [eams Cnglish in a quarter of the time. With other
methods of teaching only about 3,000 words are spoken in the Jesson.

Thc tcacher shonld never stop talking for a sccond

The teacher should never stop lalking for a second during the enlire Jesson. tHe
should answer with the student even when (he student does not need his help. Hé
shouid aiso read with the student. 1n this way. he holds the attention of the other
students. Such constat talking is not tiring for the teacher, as he has cvelYthing
prepared for him by the Method. and the lesson Is carefully divided up to rest his
voice. Other farms of teaching are far morecxhausting

Qnuick fire questions

The moment a student has (inished answering a qucstion. (he teacher shauld jump
onto anothes student with the nex tquestion.

A fair share of the questions

The teacher should ensure that each student receives more Or Jess the same number
of questions s the other Students in the class,

Corrccting pronnnciation

(t s extremely important for the teacher (o covect the student's pronunciation. in the
lirst half of Book One. for example, e should makc a correction in almost every
sentence, Aftee thal 4 mighy only be nucessary in cvery two or Lhree sentences. Flis
cortecting should be done quickly by imitaling the student's mistake. For example.
“No. no, not 'thees ees’, but ‘this i1s', repeat 'thisis."

Listen (v the tapes fur the vorrect manner of teaching
(f the student wishes to hear how a Cal lan Method lessolr should be given. he should

listen to the tapes that g0 with his hooks On the 1apes there (s a demonstration
Jessun heing given by an expert encher. For a mere accurate idea of how the lesson



should be given. Ihe sitdent could ask his schoal (o show him the (eaches 1rdining
video that goes with the Method.

Intercoms

Tu help cnsure that the teachers at a school are all using (he Method correctly. dhe
schoal should bave intercoms instalted in each classroom. so that the director can
listen 1o to the iessans at any timc.

The nuember of revisions

H is extremely impocant that the teacher revises cach lesson a sufficicm number of
times. 3o that atl the swdents in the class can understand his yuestions when he
speaks al top speed. [f the students do nat hear the duestiony a sutlicient number at
times. they will never develop any speed of sheaking or understanding. Catculating
the comrect number of fevisions, therefore, is of the Gtatest rinpoclaiice [ the student
under-revises (or even aver-revises), il lenglhens his studying lime considerably. (f
1he (cacher under tevises, he will confuse the student. whilst is he over-tevises. he
will bore him.

Studen!ts are divided into five categories Exceptional; Fast; Average: Fair and Slow.
Aboul 5% of sludents at a sehocl can be comsidcred exceptional: (5% Fast: 6%
Average: 5% Fair; and 3% Slow

Cxceptional Western-European compleic-heginner swedents will usually cover (2
new patagrap hs o fthe Method books ner SO tninute lesson. whilst Fair studcais will
cover 8; Average 6: Tair 5; and Slow 4. (f studenls vover less than 4 paragraphs a
lesson, it could mean that |he teacher ts not using the Method correcitly.

As rcgards revision, Exceptional students will only need to 1evisc the material 1sught
in each lesson, twice. whilsl Fasl students will need to revise it 3 limes: Average 4
limes; Fair 5 times; and Slow 6 times. The number of Revisions a course requires,
does not remain constant. I1a ¢lass has suffered abseniceism over ¢ period ol time or
has reached a difficuit pant of the Melhad, it wifl slow down. which means thal the
teacher will bave (0 incrcase the number of Revisions. If. on the other hand. a class
speeds up as it begins {0 master the lunguage. the number af Revisions will necd 10
be reduced.

‘The number of Readings and Dictutivons

Exceptional students, being natural tinguists. will not need to do every Reading and
every Dictation. They will need w0 do only 1 Reading and | Dictation in 3. whilst
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Fast students will need to do only t Reading and | Dictation in 2; A verage students
will need to do all the Readings and all the Dictations once: Fair studevlts perhaps zll
the Readings and Dictations twice: and Slow students pierhapy all the Readings and
(2i¢tations 3 times.

Sainctimes a tcacher will forget to give a Reading or a Dictation during the lesson
When this happens. the studenis should remind him of it. [t the teacher does nou
calculate the number of Revisions. Readings and Dictations correctly. 1 can, as
already stated, enormously increase the student’s studying time. A Callun Method
scheol in Weslern-Eurape. for example, was taking (05 haurs (instead of the (sual
40) 1o gel its average students (hrough Houk One of the Methad. because it was
getting them (o do each Reading and Dictativn three times. and was revising {o
excess.

Chading

The tcacher i told that he must not hold {ree cortversation during the lesson in any
fonn whatsoever with his students, nol even lor a minute, [t is an extremely xlow
way of learning a language, and eventually bores the students. 1'hw teacher is asked
to stick rigidly to the questions and answers in the Callan Methud books. The
students can help him in this by 10t cncouraging chading. Chatling can be done
before or atler the lesson,

Wtiag exactly ts meant by chatting

The definition of “chatting” is when the teacher enters the elassroom and Suys. for
example, "Hallo. how are you all ? Bid anyone see that film on television last night
aboul the hydrogen bomb 7 What did you think of it ?*, Those students who are
interested. then start chatting to lhe teacher about the threat of nuclcar war. 'Vhis
wastes f.ve minutes of the lesson when nothing is being lcamed and lhree-quaitecs of
the studenis are sitting in silence. This five minuws represents 10% of the lesson,
which means the students will take 11 months to finish their course instead of 10.

Another example of chatting is after the {eacher has asked a g uestion such as "l f you
were a millionaire, where would you live 7" and the student snswers that he would
live in the South of France, and the teacher and student start chatting about the South
of Fiance and why the student would like tu live there. All such chatting is a very
great waste aftime. The student has notthie ability to chat at that stage ofhis studies.
1fhe had. he would not need tg be at the school. Afer the siudent has completed all
the Callan Methud books. he has suflicient knowlédge and fluency to chat without
wasting eveiyone's lime, but by then he does not need the schoal any tonger.
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Ll can be seen that if the teacher starts eacl? lesson five minules late and chats fr five
minutes. he adds 20% to the studenws' studying time. (uming a 10.month course inlo
12 months.

As chatting is onc ot the very greatest ol probiems. the student should politely
remind his seacher who indulges in it that he. the student, comes to The school ©
Jearn English and not to waste his time listening to the teacher’s views on poltics. the
cinema, or any other subject. 1t is he, the student. who wishes (o do the speaking.
and his English is not yet good encugh to aliow him to take paru effectivety in a
conversatioa en any particular subjeet.

Breaking in a new students lowiy

When 8 new studert j0ins the coursc. he should el Lhe teacher he s new, Just in casc
the 1cacher has not taken that pacicular ciass before aind has not been infarmed that
the student is new. ‘The weacher should then 101 ask the student ary questions durmg
the tirst lesson. This is (o acclimatise the siudent 10 the course. At the end of the
lesson the teacher should ask the student if he found the course loo fast or too slow
for hiny. 1f the studemt feels reasonably confident, tiie teacher. during the second
lessun, can ask him one or two easy questions, whilst in the third Jesson he can trea
him as any other student. If this slew bresking-in prucess is not gone through, (he
student can feei very uncomiortable in front of a cruwd of sirangers. He needs time
to accustom himself to the teacher’s voice and to the sPeed of the lesson. If, after the
third lesson. the student still feels verv uncomforable in the coursy, the teacher
should perhaps think of having tim moved 10 » more suitable course.

Bookmarkers
Before each Jessuis, the teacher shauld put hookmarkers in his huok to show him

where the revision starts and ends. where the new work begins. and where the
dictations and rcadings are to be given If he does mat do this, he is in danger of

wasting time in the lesson whilst he locks for his place,

Pointing at ¢he student

The teacher should not use Lhe student's naine waen asking him a Question: it slows
down the lesson Instead he should point to the Sludemt he wants to answer the
question (preferably with a pencil rather than with his finger).

Changing Lhe Questions

Each question in the Method is cazefully put together in order to obrain maximum
effectiveness. The student should therefore ensure tlat the teacher does not change



the wording of the questions in any' way. Hc ean do this by checking the questions in
his own book, which is identical o the teacher’s. except for the lesson instructions
found in the teachez's book.

As an expmpie of the teacher tampering with the questions. we have the question “1s
evety womast in the world beautitul ?". wo which the reply is "No, not eveiy woman
in the world is beautifui, but some sre beautiful and some are ugly.” The teacher
might change the word "woman” to “flower" in ocdir not to offend the feminists, but
that destroys the purpose of the quiestion which is to elicit the words “some ... some"
and "ugly” from the student. Wit the word "tlower" the student could answer “Yes,
every flower is beautiful”, which is too easy an answez. No question in the Method is
intended to be anti-feminist, or te have any political or religious overtones, [n fact,
the tcacher is t0id to stay off all such subiects. as he is teaching English, nat politics
or religion. In the case of the above question. some teachers, eontinuing to change
the ward "womao” to "flower". eventually made it necessary for the Method to
¢hange the word "woman" to “town.

Criticism of the Method

There is a type of teacher who does not particularly enjoy teaching, and especially
teaching with the Callan Method. which does not allow him © teach in his own way.
using his own theories of teaching. |f he is working at 3 private schoo] outside his
own country, he might have faken the job just (o enable him to see something of the
world and lesrn a foreign langudge. lHe might therefore cnticisc and denigrate the
Caitsn Methad and pick holes in it. He might. for example. try to argue that
considerable advances have heen nade in the waching of English since the Callan
Method was invenied. and that there are other. equally valid, ways of teaching.
Unfortunately, since about 1950, when English stared to become the intermational
language in a big way, there have been vittnally no significant advances in the
lesching of the language There have bectt many cxperiments and many theories put
forward. but the language has continued to be taught in the same old, confused
mancer. The onlY major improvement that has taken place is the estublishment of
raining centres to peovide teachers with four-weck courses in the gcncral principles
of teaching English.

The Cailan Method is not perfect. 1t would be very strange if it were. There are
perhaps 2 few very minor ways in which it eould be improved, but CM® has found it
is not woith making changes just to save about half of one fercent of the student's
studying time

ITthe tescher does nol agree with the Callan Melkod, therefore, he should either use
it as it is iitended ®© be used. or teach in the traditional manncr at a traditional

126




schonl, or give up teaching altogether. h & very unfair on his students 0 use the
Callan Mcthod and then change the way in which it Js meant 0 be taught. He will
not obtain the dcsircd result

The Callan Method protects he student againsi bad teaching. If it is taught corTectlyy
it is )impossible ot to obtain an excellent result, The Method institictiotis 8y out
precisely how the Method is to be used. so it is up to the student ta cnsure hat his
teacher uses it correctly.

There is also a type ot teacher who may enjoy teaching but also enjoys criticising
evervthing and taking an anarchic and contentious view of lifc in gencral. Whatever
party is in govemment in his country, he will automaiically oppose it. on principlc.
He is the type ol person thul, if friends suggest that he and they should go to the
cinerna, he will say "No. lel's go 1o the theatre”. (f they then agree to go (o (he
theatre, he will sgy "No. on second thoughts, let's go to the cincma”. When coming
vut of the cincma. he will say that the s they have just seen was “a load of
rubbish” even if it had won an Oscar. [f he had a drive in a Rolls Royce and its radio
did not work perfectly or was slightly out of date, he wouid say that thc whole car
was worthless He behaves iike this. in an atetipt to asseet his authority and appear
clever. He seldom puts (@rward ceasoned. constructive arguments.  With the Englisle-
teaching profession drawing its teachers Itom all walks of life. it attracts a more than
usual number of such peeple. which a schoal and its students have to be on their
zuard against, The Callan Method should be judged entircly on its resutls. Such a
Profession alse anrects mare than its sharc of restless individuals who find it JdiJficull
0 fit comlortably into society. it must be stressed. however. that only about one
teacher in ten is ofthis type.

No extrao eous material
The teacher should not use any other material than the Callan Method books.

Allet linishing Book Two or Book Thrce of the Method, some teachers, and some
schools, think that thc Method nceds livening up with a ligle bit of colour, and
consequently introduce olhce bonks into the lesson, (f, by meroducing such books.
the school can still guarantee the student success in the Cambridge exams in the
same number of hours guaranteed by the Callan Method. i.e. about 80 hours for the
Preliminary and 160 houss for the Fitst Cettilicate, then Gne: but experience has
shownthatthe number othours is always greatly increased.

teaming a foreign language is very interesting lor thosc who tike leaming foreign

languages. {owever, most students do not study English because they have a passion
for learning ilanguages, but because they need (I tor purposes ot wterpational
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communieation. Consequently. they sant 1o learn i as quickty and as pawilessly as
Possihic, and the pain is best rcduced by spceds not hy 1f¥ing 10 add cuolour,
Experimenss have shown that adding ¢olour slows dawn the [esson and vvemuzlly
increases the boredom

Some teachers and schocls try (o combine the Callan Methad with 1he traditional
forms of waching [ hey might give their siudents halfthe icsson on the Methol ang
spend the other halfl geting their students 1 do grammar and swriling cxersises,
yransiations and (ree conversitions. As elseswhere indicased, this will jus) doubie the
studenis' swudymg time unnecessarily.

Correcting dictntions

The 1eacher shoeuld see to it 1hat the students start eamecnng their dictations ol the
end ol each lesson before he leuves the rwom  If the studems do o correat their
dicwations. itmeans whey have wasted their ume doing them

Exam books

@®niy when preparing dircaily for 8n cxam, such as a Cambridge Certificiie exam,
should the teacher use any other than 3 Callan Method book. and only then with
studcims who have actially enrolled for the exam. Such non Callan Mcthod books
should cunsist only of past exansinatton napers aimed al giving the students practice
in examination technique.

The number of exam Preparation lessnis

‘'he number of lessons given 10 @ course in preparation for a Cambridge exam shild
always be Kept ty a minimum.  ‘I'he studem docs nov improve his abilty (o speak
English very much by working through past cxamination papers and neither dozs he
increase his vocabulary, unless the Papers are revised systemaucally two or three
times, His time s therelore more profitably spesnt continuing 10 study with the Callan
Method or going through a ¢com plete revision of the Methad to fill 1nthe gapsin his
«nemory. A great deal of the new vocabulay he picks up from the past cxamination
fapers is nol esscntial 1o the actual passing ofthe exam [ is included tu see ii the
student % capable of grasping the general mcaning of ¢ (ext wilhout necessarily
knowing the meaning of all 1he words,

As a rough giudeline. only aboul 7% of a course should be given over to preparation
for anexam. Forcxampie. if the average student is given a guaraniee for 240 lessons
for thc Cambridge First Certilicate. he would spend about 17 Icssons in diredt
prepiration for the exam, and cenainly wo more than 10% (24 lessons).  Many
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students need only a 5% (12 lessons) preparation. Some non-Callan Mcthod schools
give several months of preparstion. which is Quite unmecessaty and very wasteful of
the student’s time and money. For the Preliminary, the above 7 Jessons would be
ceduced to 8 or 9.

All Csllan Methood books shoudd be taught in the same way

There is 4 (cndency aniong sonk eachers (o slow duwn (he pace of the lesson after
Book Three ol the Method has been completed. This is wrong, The pace and verve
of the lesson should be maintained thioeghout the entire Method. The questions
shouid be asked lwice atl top speed and the answees dragged out of i students
inmediately, even when going through past exammation papers.

Opening wind ews

A school clis3roosn is used by Scveral students ner hour for several hours a day  if
the windows and doars arc nod left open aficr «ach fesson, the oxygen, esscntial to
the cizar fenctioning of the bram, Bets used up and students degin to feel drowsy.
The stedems should remind the wcacher to open the windows and dwors atter  oh
lesson, or even open them themselves,

The tescher's accent

Eavh part ul the world where Engitsh is spoken has 115 secent - Scots, trish, Welsh,
Anlerican, Austrslian elc. - and cach area of each county alse has iis accent in
Cngland, (er example, there are the accents of Laundon, Yorkshire, and Scimersey, 1o
name but lhree, whiist in Amcrica there are the accents of Wvew Yark, Texas and the
Mid-West. From the student’s point of view this can be vesy confusing. it is difficult
enough for him to learr English, withow being faced with diffeceat accents. (lis
teacher should therefore ny to speak standard English thar 18, ncuiral Enplish |
English withoul an accent. [l is nor usually diffleult for the wcacher lo dohis. 1t s
normally Just a question of adjusling twe or three vowel sonnds, 1f the stident
wishes to know what standard Bnglish saunds like, he should listen o the Cattan
Mcthed sapes, o, where possible, Hsien o the newsreadess on the BBC

Standard lingish pronunciakion originated from the area foriked by the London,
(xford and Cambridge triamgele. This dues nol mean that cveryone in this area
speaks standard knglish, any more thar it means that everyone outside tHis urea
sPeaks with a regionsi accant. A teacher irom Live/you!. Glasgow or Austratia could
speak siandard Englisti. whilst 3 teacher from L.undon might speak with a Cockney
acrenl. So much depends (pon Lhe reache's education. backpround and expenence
in life.
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The tezcher who cannol accept the Method

As already pointed oul, and should be repeated here. there arc a few teachess who
find it very difficuh {0 accepi the rules of the Callan Method. Such teachers arc
usually of a type that Prefer to do things sheir wity. Ignoring the rules. however, s
very unfair on the students. as.it lengthens very considerably their studying time
These teachers should thecefre either accept the rules: use sume other meitrod; or
teke up some other fonn of employment. allowing others, more suitadlc. to do the
work. It is generally found. howcver, tha such idependently-minded teachers ePoy
using the Metivod oncce they accept its cules and become accusiomed 10 using it

Write to CMO

if the student is studying at & school thal is not using the Cellan Mcthod cesteatly, ur
is advertising itself incorrectly 1y giving the public the impression that it is a Callan
School, he could write W the Callan Method Qrganisation (CMQ) in Loudau ty
inform it of the fact.

CMQ Has tittle authority or contol over any school. and cannot oblige a school to
usc the Method correctly. but it can pass on 10 the school any complaints it may
receive fram students, explaining that it is in the school's own imerest 10 use the
Method correctly and to use it 10 its fullest patential. Also the school will find it
easier 10 attracl g@ood feachers if it mainmins 2 gand reputation

When writing 1o CMQO, the student nced not give his nanme and address (just that of
the school) if he deey not wish to get involved in any arguments with his school,
Even if he did give his name and address. CMO would not disclosethem There is
no Paint in upsetting the student-school selationship; but at the same time the student
should sot suffer in silence

Before wniting 10 CMO, however. the studen shoutd iry complaining dircctly 1o the
schoo) or sending it his comiplaint anonymously by post if the school does not have a
complaints box. Some schools have a system of cemplaints forms which the student
can fil) in and either send to the schoot or deposit in an unohtrusive place at the
schoo!. Alemaiively. he should lovk Vor another school ustng the Callan Method al
which to study. He should onrly write 1o CMO as a last resod.

Any school advertising itself as using the Callan Method, but failing ® use 1l
correctly, is iike a m aufacturer who advermises a car as doing £00 miles an hour
when in fact d doees only 60 miles an hour. in most countsies theve is a Trades
Descrsptions Act 10 protecl the ¢ustomer against such deceptive adveitising. The
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customer is ehtitled to reccive: the gouds described in the advertisement. If we ook
n at a first-< hotel, we expecta (rst-class service, nota second class onc.

The student must always remember that if the Mcthod 1’ not being correctly used, it
is his time, money and enemgy that are beiny, wasted. not the school's. Even if the
school gets him the vesult in hilf the normal time. it is not good enough - it should be
getting him theresultin a guarterot the normal time.

The gaarsaniee is thedest sssurunce

The best indtcation that the teacher is using the Caltan Mcthod correctly is, of coursc.
the guatantee he. or the school, has given the Wudents, I the students have been
given guarantecs for their exams or levels they wish to reach 1a the number of hours
recammended by the Callan Method. it is a fair indication that the (eacher is using
the Method reasonably correctly, because otherwise he would not be able to obtain
the results in that aunber ofboud?

SANMPLE DICTATiON RESULTS OFTHE CALLAN METHOD

The foilowing are a few resuits (taken fromamong many hundreds like them) of he
Callan Mcthod, designed to give the readeran idea of what the Method can achieve

Thbe resulls were obtained under Jaboratory-like conditions at an 8-classroom Callan
Method school in Ialy in 3 period arowid the erd of the 1960s ind begimning of the
70s whilst the Mcthod wasstill beingrefined. They are not selected 20 show -just (he
cream of the cream of Callan Method students, but also something of a ¢ross-section
of students - for exawtple, a girl of |1, the averagc state-school ¢hild. a lady of 59 and
a little boy of 6. Some of the resuls arc 30 Phenomenal that they are extremaly
dificult W believe - they seem humanly impossible. This 1s why the Students were
asked to write their nanes and addresses on ihcic papess. together withthe number of
hours ihey had studied with the Callan Mcthud.,

Nuwe ofilie stadents bad stndicd Eaglisl befure begianiag with the (rallan Method.
and tbough some of them were of above-average abilicy. nonc of them were 0f a tyPe
that had an exceptional ilair for langeage leaming  More recent resulis could have
been usced, Bt it is dif frewit t0day o lnd complete-beginners in Eglish, esecially
whole tlasses, Most European studems these days swdy Eaglish at state school.
travel abroad. and watch satellite telcviston in English. The students whose results
are showa here had studicd French al state school, iad (10 tapes at home. had ncver
been abread, xnd satellite televiston had not yet come into existencs, which means
that they learnt all their English with-the Callan Mcthed. Today. such students would
ceach thesame levels in (0% 10 20% less time,
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As the studenis took a varying riumber of kessons per week. for the sake of sinplicity
the results are caleulated {except where otherwise stated) as though they had all
studied an hour a day .

The dictation of the first sctof results is taken from an cxam that was given at the
end of Book One ¢f the Callann Mcthod. It comainy K1) words. afl of which cian be
found among the 1000 most-commonly-us™d words of the language - words which
are{or should be) found in any Book One of any method. The sentences in the
dictation are not connected, thus making it possible to pack them with the maximum
number of ditficult words. The qumber of nustakes cach student made s shown n
the top right-hand comer of hisor her dictation.

Any Callan Method teacher can obtain similar results to those shown here (taking
into account national or regwnal differences), bur only il he (ollows the Method's
instructions (o the tetier. and does not 1y to impose his own ideas upon the Method.
It is in {he student's own iinterests. therefare. to see that his teacher keeps strictly 1a
the Method's wrswuctions. Nothing works if inslructioas are not carcfully followed.,

A Callan Method school should have on 3¢ walls o s receplion a cross.section
samplc of the resufts it has obtained with ils own past students together with their
names and addreSses (with their pernission of coursed. Abave all, it should have
samples of dictations {(with their translations) wetten by its averggre students on
completion of Book One ofthe Methed. The average student whose mather.tongue
15 of Latin or (rermanic origin Should t3ke shisutd? hours (48 (IR v-minute lessons) to
rcach such a level. If he takes more than S0% above this, i.e. 60 hours (72 fifty-
minute fkessons). it 1s very doubtful that histeacher or his school s using the Method
correctly. This will also he the case f he takes mare than 120 hours {144 lessons)
inslead of the usiesl 80 16 reach 1he Tevel of the Cambridge Preliminary, or more than
240 hours (288 Tessons) l'or the First Certificate, Other nationalities will. ot coursc,
usually take aboul 23% more than this

Having seen such results, a student can dren go 1o thee other schonds 10 his fown and
ask © sct the dictation cesults they obtan after the same number 01 hours. snd make
4 comparison. tFoneis gong L have a house huih, il is only sensible to go to all the
buillderts in thetown and ask to see some houses they hzve built in the pasl and to ask
their occupants how much thetr houses cost and how long they taol: to build.

11 would be very diflicub {or 3 school (o Tabreicate 8 results, as it wauld need the co-
operalion of its students, soine ol whom would prubably be known personally o the
studem making e cnquiries. as they might live m the sainc area of the town as he
dowes.



When making enguines at the various schools in his town. the student shiould. il
possible, go with a friend who knows English quite well so that he tan hdge the
schools’ sesulismore accurately.

Fach school wili have its s1ar snidents, so 11 is smpottant Lo compare like with like,
i.2, the best students of ane school with the best of'ancther. the average of one with
the average of another, and soon. The tastest student to complete Book One ofthe
Callan Mcthod was M. Coppola {in 1S hours). With any other m¢tho€ such a

student would have taken at least 60 hours

Ideally, a local newspapar should carry out a survey of the resuits obtained by the
schoola «n the siudent's town and publish it. 1t could. for example, ask 10 see a class
ofCallan students Biven a dictation. andthen see the seme diciation given 1o students
at the other schools wha tad studied the same number of howrs as the Cattan
students. Then. converseiy. seethe Catlan skidents given dictations thal the students
& the other schools had been given. The esuils would be guie astonishing. The
Callan swdents would Find the dictations of the other schools inceedibly easy, whitst
the swedents at the otherschools woutd find the Callan dictation incredibly difGculL

As clewheee pointed osi én this book. a dictstion s one of the best yardsticks for
Judging a student™s abitity and level of English and §orcomparing one method with
another, asit shows how much the student undersiands of what he hears, and :fheis
atle 1o reproduce 1t correctly. The mark a student oblains in a dictation i s tound tn
be more or ks tho same & the ovsrall mwk L vbwding in a thorough ¢xan
consisting of a translation. composition, conversation. etc. All the Callan students,
for cxsmple. were able to teanslate the dictation and e s vocabulary io
converyition

The level of English of thie Book One dictation is ahout twi.thirds of the way o the
level of the Cambridge Preliminary, which Cambridge University statz takes the
average stvdemt vboul 336 hours{about 4 academic years} to reach  Two-thirds,
therefore. eguals 233 houis. The Callan studems repseseiited here 100k between 1S
and 71 hours o veach the same level In cheir anitity 10 spesk and undersiand
however, theywere in advance of the Prelimsmasy. The dictation conlasas Sentences
wilh the pasi, presen. futuce and preseen picfect tenses, POSilive and negzove of
veehs, comparison of adjectived. woad contractions, and 76 dift'eilem words of
vucabulary (which means that only 24 words are repeats),

The first nares of the students ard the name of therr home LWOwn oa the dictations
have been Llacked at, as 1he stodents wouki nul wish te be dsturbed by haviag
people write 10 them.
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The results illustraie she enprmous probdem the Callan Method has always had 10
face - that of being tolally disbelicved. & is exwemely dilticuit ¢o believe that a
Callan student after 3 weeks of study. or a girl of |V aflder 67 howrs or a lady of 59
after 54 howrs could Possibly make fewer misiakes in a dictation Ume e average
vniversy siudent of English in her founh ycar. even when the evidence s thee in
Hack and white. And bew is it pussible for 1he average Callan susdent. swdying 30
hours (about § months), 10 reach the same leve! of 1:nghsh as the average student
studying S years (perhaps 750 hours, including homework) at a state school? Callan
Method courses comsisting of elecironics engineers with degrees lii mathematics
usually (ake even fewer hours than the average 80 to reach this same level -
somedimes as fe w as SO hours. It is beyond belief) But if a teacher uses the Method
correctiy, without tamnering with i, these dre the results he will be able 10 ubtain for
himself. He o his students will thea riot need t believe the following results.

The dictatien isas follows:

My favourite dnal/ when 3% il is métk/ He's willing o 22509/ that he's mmade a
misiake/ Bouvght. hunz hought,/ shook. said met/ When they seach her ape/
they')| ¢amn as nsch as sbe Goes/ We can’t sival tiie comer/ of a round tabte/ How
ofien’ do they walk’ alorg this way?/ SeldomJ/ Thcy weren't here yesteiday.! This
wine/ doesn't 13ste/ nearly as Pleasant/ as the ather./ | ¢an't lift this stone ball/ it's
either/ oo heavy/ 0r I'm o weak.! This suit is cheaper than thar/ That one is the
ment expenswve/ | like silver less tham gold,



