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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #9

Story

The Life of Ulysses S. Grant

The 18" president of the United States, General
Ulysses S. Grant was a controversial figure in his
time. He became famous during the American Civil
War. Even before he became a General in the Union
Forces, he was widely believed to be a lazy and
incompetent alcoholic. He had a longstanding
personal conflict with his superior, General Halleck.
However, President Abraham Lincoln saw Grant as
an intelligent and tough-minded person. Lincoln
stood up against Halleck twice to defend Grant.
Lincoln’s beliefs in Grant were confirmed as Grant
won battle after battle, ultimately becoming key in the
Union's victory over the Confederacy.

Even so, Grant was often painted in a negative light.
However, more recent studies dispute this belief.
Many scholars contend that Grant’s habit of drinking
was exaggerated, and that his genius for military
maneuvers has been underestimated. Opinions
about Grant’s memoirs are also being reevaluated.

For a long time it has been believed that Grant's
memoirs must have been written by someone else,
but they were more witty and articulate than most
people believed Grant was. However, new evidence
has proved that he was indeed the author. Near the
end of his life, while suffering from cancer, Grant
wrote up to 50 pages a day. He managed to complete
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the memoirs only days before his death. His
determined efforts again prove the strong character
that Lincoln saw in him.

Vocabulary Practice
% Try making sentences using these vocabulary words.

maneuvers it witty BHICEA 72

Reading Comprehension Questions

% Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before
skipping to the sample answers.

1. Why was Ulysses S. Grant a controversial figure
even before he became a General in the Union
Forces?

2. How did Lincoln show belief in Grant?
3. How was Lincoln’s belief confirmed?
4. What do scholars now contend about Grant?

5. What has been believed about Grant’'s memoirs for
a long time?

Your Thoughts

% Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the
questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

6. Grant managed to write 50 pages a day to
complete his memoirs. How many pages do you think
you could write a day?
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7. What was the most interesting thing about Grant in
this article?

8. Why do you think that history painted Grant in a
negative light?

9. Are there any generals in your country that were
famous for going on to become politicians?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers
1. He was widely believed to be a lazy and incompetent
alcoholic.

2. Lincoln stood up against Halleck twice to defend
Grant.

3. Grant won battle after battle, ultimately becoming
key in the Union’s victory over the Confederacy.

4. Grant’s habit of drinking was exaggerated, and that
his genius for military maneuvers has been
underestimated.

5. It has been believed that Grant’'s memoirs must have
been written by someone else, but they were more

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL &M {5 %% (1



87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109
110

111

112

113

114

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

witty and articulate than most people believed Grant
was.

6. | can’t write more than 10 to 14 pages a day.

7. I think it is interesting that he was more witty and
articulate than people thought he was while he was a
general or president.

8. The American civil war was a war between different
groups within the country. | think maybe the groups
that fought against Grant decided to exaggerated his
negative qualities for their own political ends.

9. The Edo period of Japan was started by the military
general Tokugawa leyasu and lasted for 200 years.

10. When we learn about people from history, we don’t
really know everything there is to know about them. We
almost certainly get a biased picture of what they were
like. We probably don’t even know those in our own
daily lives as much as we think we do.

BN FER

Incompetent #EE7x alcoholic 7 v 2 — VARFRE
-minded B \»° ) D H % longstanding K4 D
against IZXf L T be confirmed HEZR X L 5

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL &M {5 %% (1




115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.
in a negative & 5’7 4 7'iC exaggerated &k X L7~
maneuvers 4t be underestimated &/l X 31 3
memoirs T E be reevaluated FEEfi & 13
witty #8411 E A 77 articulate BAREICS 5 determined H5E
TRy — LV EFEALTwEST, SFICETICIHATIV,

2Y =X -S-77 v FDEE

FEI18RT AV AHERERMELY > —XS. 77 v FFEIL, LR
L7 AYITL 2, RITMALEFRIcHEH/ICRY £ Lk, JLHEORH
IR BRI 0, IR TECEELRT Va—LhEETH L EILLEL
6%(mith>&iij@»vVﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬂA%&ﬂi%@xf
W7z, LdLl, ZA T I UV A=V REHEIZT TV P 2RI TR
THRLDOFbLTEERE LT, Vv h—VidZ 7V b E2SFE20I1CED
Ny ZIC bR oz, VY A=V DIy MINTRERIT. 7T
VR BIRD H R~ EHOS TR S 2 I O CHERE X v, BRI IZALE
DIFEEICEA S 28 & 7n o 72,

zn T, 7V FMEILIELIEEENZH T2 b 2 L% o7,
L2, IVREDIHETIIZTDEZICEFRXIBZ C0E T, LD
FHiX, 77V OGEEBERERINCEY, EHEHICB T2 HOR
FHIENHTE N TWE EFRLTWw3S, 77 v hoEEFICOWT
DERHHMIiz N T3

FEWiE., 777 v b ORGP I X > TEDIPNZITE VR W EE
CLoNT&E&D, 77V FOBMHERIZS K DAPME L Tz X0 A
ICE A, BN AETE 572, LA L, #TLWOIEUIE A > ICEE TH
Al ZAHALE L7z, AV ZERWEZL NEDKDVIEL Ko7z
7V I, T HICRKS50 =Y b EEL 72, ITFED DT 2 EHAITIC
MIAEGRZ 7 A & DR X E T2, HOWiE e L2k, V vh— vk
DI BT zmn g 2 B UG L TwE 3,

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL &M {5 %% (1



142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

157

158

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.
FREE D E
KINLDHFEEME > TXEZFo TATLZEI W,
e, PRENCEAZ
e e
KEZIIAHICH Y £3, HEFICEDRTIC, By CHERICEZ TH
TR 723,
1.2)v—X S 75 kB ALEOIFEIC 4 B0 LWL RS A7
272D I3 7T 2?
2. VA=V 7 v PINT AEHEZED LS IR LE L7222
3.V Vv h—voESREDL I ICL THEREINE L2002
4. %F-HIIBE, 7 v Miconw Tz EELTHE T H7?
5. 77 v DI OWTRVEIEL 6N TE I LIl Td?
BHIRT-DF 2
KINoDOHEMICOWT, HR7HHEOERZIBEXTLZI v, HEH]
ICHED RIS, B CERBICEZTHATL Z X0,
6. 77 v MIMAEERZ TR 57201, 1THICE0 =Y 2T 2 C
EMTEF L, 1 HICHR—=FET B BT 3262
7. ZDFEHETT 7V MOV THRDIRED o 7 2 & 13 TT 2?2
8. JEHD TV P B ENICHI WD Id 7 E72 L v 372032
9. h7n-DEICIE. BICBIARICE 5722 L CHLLIFENWE T2
10. 2D 6 EAREBENFONE T2
=] 245l
1. RIEBTECEELRT Va2 —AhHEETH L LILfELONTVWEL
726
2. Vv h—=vid7 7V b ESFL-0IC S Ly ZIBADP» 272,

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL &M {5 %% (1



167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

3. 77 ¥ MIEOWICR CEOC TR L. AR LS H IS A 3
DL o7,
4. 77V OEEEIRBERINTCE Y, o FEEMERO RFHITEN
i T B
5.27°7 v FOEMEGFIIFOHEPICX o TEIPNZITEVZVEEZ LN
T&7=0, 77V F2REEEREENZERTDODADBE T3 X ) bRk
HUCE &, MR NA T - 72,
6.1 HIC10~14 =Y L 2ET R\,
7. BRFECKMETH o7& &, AL o Tz XD SBEANCE A
Zo & D EFHEL T2 Z LIFHEREW EBnvEd,
8. 7 AV ARG, BN FIE AR/ —THoESETLZ, B
ZoL 7oV o= T1, B b OBIRNE D 7291

BEMNEEEAFIRT 22 LIk 72077 EBnE T,
9. HRDILF IR, FFEH - fEIIFKEIC L > TIHE 0. 200 FfEH Z £
L7z,
10. ER DD AAZICDWTHERL | A bIIEOLITDOVWTHIZRE Z &
T RTHI- TR DT Y A, FABIHITITHSFEIC, 528
EDXIBMNITH 720100, o724 A=V %o T3,
M-bidsz b, BRbREoTw3igs, HEEEoF Tz,
DI ExMY ETHA,
BN O EE
aE. T a—KFE, Bnwehodb s, BFED, ICHL T
MERI NG, AT 4 700, BRI N7z, Bift. @/NFHix 3
M, Hific s, BAICEAR., AEICE 5. RE

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL &M {5 %% (1

\



