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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #8

Story
Water from the Air

Most people know that species in the plant kingdom
absorb water and nutrients such as nitrogen through
their roots and use their leaves to take in sunlight and
carbon dioxide.

However, some plants have different ways to
sustain themselves.

There are areas that get little rainfall or have poor
soil and, in such places, there are trees that can
absorb some of the moisture and nitrogen they need
by using their leaves.

In arid areas near the coast, such as the harsh
deserts of Chile, the dense fog clouds that roll in
from the ocean can allow forests to flourish.

The fog contains not only water, but also high levels
of nitrogen that is essential for plant growth.

The forest’s trees have developed leaf canopies as
well as branch systems that trap droplets from the
air.

Using these leaf and branch systems, nutrients are
captured from the fog and then travel downwards to
feed the tree.
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Even though fog forests are thriving, scientists are
concerned that climate change will reduce the fog
these regions receive in the future.

They are also worried because these trees are
particularly vulnerable to air pollutants as they could
easily be taken in and infect the trees.

As the country develops, the future of these forests
could be threatened.

Vocabulary Practice
»¢ Try making sentences using these vocabulary words.

plant kingdom: ###5% canopy: K&
be captured : fis 2 5hn 3 be takenin: YAz h 2

Reading Comprehension Questions

*¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself
before skipping to the sample answers.

1. What do most people know about species in the
plant kingdom?

2. How do trees sustain themselves in areas areas
that get little rainfall or have poor soil?

3. How does the fog help forest flourish in arid areas
near the coast?
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4. How do trees in such areas use their leaf canopies
and branch systems?

5. How are pollutants threatening the future of
forests?

Your Thoughts

»¢ Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the
questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

6. How would future climate change by a threat to
these forests?

7. Are there any other plants you know of that have
adopted to extreme conditions?

8. Are there any plants that your country is famous
for?

9. Do you grow any plants? If so, what kinds?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

Sample Answers

1. They absorb water and nutrients such as nitrogen
through their roots and use their leaves to take in
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sunlight and carbon dioxide.

2. There are trees that can absorb some of the
moisture and nitrogen they need by using their
leaves.

3. The fog contains not only water, but also high
levels of nitrogen that is essential for plant growth.

4. Nutrients are captured from the fog and then
travel downwards to feed the tree.

5. They could easily be taken in and infect the trees.

6. If the weather patterns dramatically change then
the forests may no longer get the fog they need to
sustain themselves.

7. Deserts are famous for their cactus plants that
have needles instead of leaves and that store water
inside of themselves. Also, Palm trees are able to
bend a lot so that they can survive fierce storms.

8. Japan is famous for its cherry blossom trees that
have become a major part of the culture.
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9. No, I don't. I live in an apartment, so | don't have
anywhere to grow plants.

10.There are many kinds of species that have
adapted to live in very different climates and the
damage we are doing to the environment threatens
their survival.
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