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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #5

Story
Asexual Reproduction in Sharks

Until recently, it was believed that it required the
mating of a male and female shark in order to create
baby sharks.

But various events in recent decades have shown
that female sharks are able to reproduce asexually if
there is no suitable partner available.

Asexual reproduction is the creation of babies
without the need for a male and is also known as
“virgin birth.”

Asexual reproduction in animals is nothing new, it
has long been known to occur in various species of
insects, birds, reptiles and amphibians.

However, it has only recently been observed in
sharks.

Two cases have provided conclusion evidence. The
first case occurred in a zoo in Omaha in 2001 where
a female hammerhead shark gave birth.

The second case happened in a Virginia aquarium in
2008 where a blacktip shark was discovered to be
pregnant when it died. In both cases the sharks had
not had any contact with male sharks.

Worldwide shark populations are in decline and
biologists have been searching for a solution.
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They are hailing sexual reproduction as a miracle
that could stop sharks from going extinct.

However, there are concerns that relying on virgin
births could produce reduced genetic diversity in
shark populations.

This would cause more birth defects and leave
shark populations more vulnerable to disease.

So even if virgin birth is possible, the safer way to
ensure populations is still reproduction involving both
male and female sharks.

Vocabulary Practice

»¢ Try making sentences using these vocabulary words.
mating: fE>F asexual: o
in decline: Z=EL T

Reading Comprehension Questions
*¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself

before skipping to the sample answers.

1. What have recent studies shown about female
sharks?

2. What kinds of animals has asexual reproduction
been known in?

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL & {5 FHZ5 1F



52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

3. What are the two examples given of the “virgin
birth” of sharks?

4. Why are biologists hailing asexual reproduction as
a miracle solution?

5. What would be the result of reduced genetic
diversity in sharks?

Your Thoughts

»¢ Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the

questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

6. Do you think sharks being able to reproduce
asexually will save shark populations?

7. Have you heard of asexual reproduction
happening in other animals?

8. Why do you think shark populations are in
decline?

9. How do you think we could help save the shark
populations in the world?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
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Sample Answers

1. If she cannot find a suitable partner, she might
be able to reproduce asexually, without the need
for a male.

2. It has long been known in insects, reptiles and
amphibians.

3. In 2001, a female hammerhead shark gave birth in
a zoo in Omaha and in a Virginian aquarium, a
female blacktip shark was found to be pregnant
when it died in 2008 even though neither of them
had contact with a male.

4. Because shark populations are in decline.

5. Sharks would have less resistance to disease and
more birth defects.

6. No, I don't. It sounds like it takes a long time for
sharks to change to reproduce asexually.
The article only has two examples and the
second didn't even successfully give birth.

7. Yes, | have. | have heard of it happening in fish
and lizards.
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8. |think that a lot of people hunt sharks, and it takes
a long time for sharks to grow up.
The increase of heat and carbon dioxide in the
world’s oceans due to climate change may also
be a contributing factor.

9. The whale populations used to be in critical
danger and so the hunting of whales was banned
around the world.

If the same could be done for sharks, then it may
save the shark populations.

10.Animals may be capable of more than we expect.
There is a lot more we could learn about even
animals we think we are familiar with.

BN DFER

mating: 2 J asexually: #EHEAFERIC  asexual: #EHED

reptile: TE€H¥H amphibian: W48

hammerhead shark: ¥ =€ 7 % X blacktip shark: =X FH Y ¥ X

in decline: B L T virgin: L& birth defect: e RMEXIE

XEERY — A Z2ERHLTWwES, BRI TIRIFHAT IV,

P A @A

RITE T, Y ADRBL e AZEABTICITEE MDORES VT L& 2
bITWwiz, L2»L. ZZHHFEOXIFIERHREIL, EY RN
— b F =D WEES, A ZOY X IMEAETE A L BN LT

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL & {5 FHZ5 1F



This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

132 ¥4, MEHAHEIBEEZLELETICORb2ARELZ L THY,
133 [z HE | ELTChHIONTWE T,

YO EAIE I LS e T, BHR, &, TCHHE, mAEH &
135 FIFRMOEC S ZENRVERIONTWE L, UL, A
136 TENDPBEINZDEDVREDZ & TT, 2 DDOHEM i imabi
137 Rt L 72, EYIOHMIE 2001 FictH v oYETRI Y, Mo
138 Va0V APHEL, 2FEHOEMIT 2008 FiL o= =T HD
139 KIBREECEZ V), V=7 ma FRABHT L FRICHIRL Tz 2 & 535
140 RIni, EBo0EED. PARHOI A LEML CHWELAT
141 L7z,

142 HEFTH X ORI LT Y., EVFEE B IIRRKE 2R L
143 T&7=, WO ITHEWEHE I X O % HIET% 2572 EFRE L
144 TWwb, LoL., WUEBICARFEST 5 & 3 AMEEEED BRI 2R
145 DI T B H[EEED B B L DBEErH B, Ik D, ERIERE
146 FEDSE DI L. 3 A DEREDSR IS 2202 Y 3 K 72 5 A[ReMED
147 HYET, LEdoT, 2l 2ULEBRHBAIEETH > ThH., Lk
148 FHERT 2 L 0 RERGiEE, Ll VL MOMG DY A X 5 4E
149 THb,

150  PefRRiE
151 XKEZBEAXPICH Y £3, WIEHICEDRIC, B CERICE Z
152 THATL 230,

13

=~

153 1. &RIEDHFETIE. A RDP AT DOWTADID D> > T T 57

2. EMEATEDSALS T B B O FEEE I A T3 22

155 3. B RAD [ILZFAE] Lo TET LTS 2 DOHIIMTT2?
156 4. LY AE WA A ORISR L L TS 20 TL &k )

157 7

154

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL & {5 FHZ5 1F



158

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

181

182

183

7.
3.
9.

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

5. ¥ X DBLHIZIRIED D32 LMHBKZ 5 TL & 5 H?
) BnE 357

KINOLDOHEMICOWT, AHFOERZBXTIE IV,
FIEHNHESRNIC, B CHBICEZ TATLZI v,

P ADREEEIAETE 52 X o I, AR rbNn S L Ewn
EQE I

ftt D EY CEEAIESHL Z o T B T L ZFE W2 2D D 307
Y A DEBEDIE D LT B D377 L B 307

MHHEF DI 2 DEEREER I I EI THIE L W ERB T T2?

10. 2 DEE» 6 EABRZEND GO N T 57

B

1Y) 7 X =+ F =B RO WgE, AR 20 E L 3 I E
JHDS T Z B A[REMEDSH Y £ 7,

2. B, e, Mg cE oMb T,

3. 2001 i A~ DEYIE MDY = E 7 FXABHEL, N—P =7
M DKIERETIZ 2008 FEICHED Y ~F A 2BE T LRI, EH 63
I & DD T2 07212 D Db O TIHIRL T3 2 E3HBHL
726

4. ¥ X OEEEL DA LT 570

5. ¥ A TR K T 2 |PTH MK T L. e RUERIBIED Y 2 % AlRelE
BnHYET,

6. WWZ | EWE T, Y AREAIEICET B ICITR WK 2>
2% X9 TT, ZORFITIT2HIL 2dE-o Tk, 2 NHIZHE
HICHET L TE b o7,

7.3\, 295 TY, ARIITTENRRI > T EEwEZC L
BHYET,

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL & {5 FHZ5 1F



184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

This document is for use in ©Surely Work Inc., use outside is strictly prohibited.

8 ALK ANIZL WE R T T, FARKET 3 IR VR 2
Y ET, KUEEHNIC X 2 MR OWFFEDE & (LR FE DR
bERTH AR H Y L7,

9. 2> 2T 7 Y7 DIFEITGERICHEL Tz, HfRhTcrs7Y 70
HEPSEIEINThE LA, FLZ R RAICH TEIE, YA
DR DI b LT A,

10. B3R 7= b SR 2 A L ORE I 2 Ffo T2 b LILEE A,
72X H>THE EBSTHEFPNICONWTDH, o LHEN
e IADY T,

Copyright ©Surely Work Ink. DL & Wi fsi %S 11



