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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #3

Story
Migration

During the early spring, U.S. skies are full of birds
migrating northward.

Birds migrate to take advantage of the longer days
and the plentiful food available in the north during
summer.

Although this migration is widely known, precisely
how birds manage to make this long and perilous
journey without getting lost is not entirely
understood.

Most studies have found that the journey is guided
by the magnetic field of the Earth.

Migratory birds have an innate ability to detect the
magnetic field and use it to navigate their long
migrations, even on their first trip.

Birds are able to use the strength of the magnetic
field to recognize their yearly destination on
subsequent trips thanks to the difference in the
magnetic field at different latitudes.

However, it isn't clear how birds would know where
to stop on their first journey.
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Another question we have yet to answer is how
birds decide when to set off on their journey.

Research on thrushes seems to have found an
answer.

Scientists report that the main challenge for
thrushes is to build up enough fat to provide the
energy they need for their long flight.

Because the thrushes also need to burn that fat to
keep warm, cold weather can prevent them from
surviving the long journey.

For this reason, thrushes will wait for warmer days
to take flight.

Although this behavior has yet to be demonstrated
in other birds, it is likely that similar reasons
determine why they choose certain days over others
to begin their migration.

Vocabulary Practice

»*¢ Try making sentences using these vocabulary words.

northward: jticm2->< be understood: HfE X312

Reading Comprehension Questions

»¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself

before skipping to the sample answers.
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1. Why do birds migrate north in spring?

2. How do most studies find birds manage to make
their journey without getting lost?

3. How do birds recognize their yearly destination?
4. What is a main challenge for thrushes?

5. Why do thrusts avoid flying during cold weather?

Your Thoughts

»¢ Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the
questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

6. According to this article, when do thrushes begin
their flights?

/. How do you think birds know where to stop on
their first migration?

8. Do you often see birds migrating where you live?
9. Why do you think birds migrate?

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
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s Sample Answers

1. To take advantage of the longer days and

77 plentiful food available in the north during the
78 summer.

so 2. Most studies have found that the journey is

81 guided by the magnetic field of the Earth.

82

3 3. They are able to use the strength of the magnetic

84 field to recognize their yearly destination on
85 subsequent trips thanks to the difference in the
86 magnetic field at different latitudes.

87

ss 4. The main challenge for thrushes is to build up

89 enough fat to provide the energy they need for

9 their long flight.

91

2 5. Because the thrushes also need to burn that fat to
93 keep warm, cold weather can prevent them from
94 surviving the long journey.

95

% 6. They begin their flights on days that are warm.

97

¢ /. Birds usually migrate in groups so | think they

9 must simply follow the other birds.

100
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8. I don't think | have noticed it in Japan, but | don't
look at the sky during the day very often.

9. Because the weather up north is too cold for them
during the winter and the weather down south is
too hot during the summer. There is probably
more competition for food and more predators
further south too.

10.There are many things about our daily natural
world that scientists still haven't fully explained.

BANDFE

northward: JLiCH2>> T  beunderstood: BfE I 3

be guided by: ICE»N 3 magnetic field: BEHR  innate: &R D

subsequent: % DX D set off: HHFET 5 thrush: v 7'

build up: ¥EE#ET 3 fat: HEHA

XEERY — v Z2FRALCWE T, SFICETICIHFAT I W,

AT

FHOKEDZEL, bicHmp2o CTHEHTIE TV FnwTd, Bib

iX. EoEl. HBELS 2D, It TCAF T2 2E8E2BWEFHIT %
DICHKEHL T, :@ﬁ@iﬁ<m&n1mi?ﬁ\%ﬁ5®iom

LCZoRL Gz RkbTICHED C &N TE 300, IEfEICIZRES

I INTHERA, 13E A DI TIE. ZDiRITHERDIEE IC

FoTEIPNTWERI Db oTWET, HEYBICIT, B2 A

L., ZNZHHAL CEWEY ZHITT2 LW ETNOZDREN D
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D, 7L ZFDTORTH->TH, TNZHMHT LB TEET, K
. B 3EEICBIAWGEOECDO B2 T, WHOME #FHL
T, ZOROIKITCHEBO HWMZRFHB T s R Tc&FEd, LaL,
ERROIOKRTE ZICIEE 202 DX 51T LTHIZ D23 AT,

bR ELEEZ TR NnD S 1 D08 IZ. EXVORICH 2 0% &
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1. Bl e HFICAICEEIT 2 DT p?

2. 13 AL DM TIE. BRRFICAESLTICREZRIT SBT3
ZENEDLICLThhroTHETH?

3. BIXERIO B % & X 5 ICFREk L £ 327

4. 7k o CoOELRFEIITTT?

5. FWHEHICIZARE R T A FBRIZRL 2D DTTH?

) BnE3h?
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mIEFHCHEET RTIC, B CTERBICE Z TAHATL ZE 0w,
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