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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #17
Story

The Great Pyramid of Giza

The Great Pyramid of Giza was built as a tomb for the
Egyptian pharaoh Khufu. Little is known about how the
pyramid was built, but Egyptian researchers now believe
that they know the date construction began. The
researchers already knew the ancient Egyptians traditionally
began major construction projects when the Nile River
flooded each year. The timing of these floods differed year
by year, but it always coincided with the annual appearance
of the star Sirius. The researchers also knew pharaohs
started building their tombs soon after taking power.
Armed with this knowledge, they studied Egyptian and
modern calendars alongside records of Sirius’s cycle. The
researchers calculated that Khufu became pharaoh in 2470
BC, so they concluded this was the year construction began.
They then determined that the flooding, and therefore the
construction, would have started around August 23.

Critics doubt these findings, however. They point out that
some pharaohs may have been omitted from the Egyptian
calendar for political reasons, so the dates given for Khufu
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could be wrong. They also say the first sighting of Sirius
could have been influenced by weather conditions. Finally,
some believe such a large pyramid would have taken longer
than usual to plan, delaying the beginning of construction.

Vocabulary

tomb pharaoh flood
Sirius armed with alongside
finding sighting

Questions

1. What was the Great Pyramid of Giza built as?

It was built as a tomb for the Egyptian pharaoh Khufu.

2. Why do Egyptian researchers believe that they know
the date construction began?

Because ancient Egyptians traditionally began major
construction projects when the Nile River flooded each
year.

3. What did researchers calculate using Egyptian and
modern calendars alongside records of Sirius’s cycle?
They calculated that Khufu became pharaoh in 2470 BC.

4. When did researchers determine construction on the
Great Pyramid of Giza would have begun?

They determined that it would have begun on August 23
of 2470 BC.
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5. Why do critics doubt these findings?

They point out that some pharaohs may have been
omitted from the Egyptian calendar for political reasons,
so the dates given for Khufu could be wrong. They also
say the first sighting of Sirius could have been influenced
by weather conditions.

6. What do you think of the Great Pyramid of Giza?
| think it was one of the greatest and most mysterious
construction projected ever taken on by ancient people.

7. Why do you think it is difficult to match up dates well
between modern and Egyptian records?
| think the Egyptians may have counted their years by
the reigns of Pharaohs and so, unless one knows all of
the Pharaohs, it is difficult to pinpoint a year. Also, most
of the records from thousands of years ago have been
destroyed either intentionally or accidentally.

8. How far back does the history of your country go?
Although there have been people in Japan as far back as
30,000 years ago, Japanese history before the Asuka
period starting in the 6t century when writing came to
Japan is not very well recorded and much of it remains a
mystery.
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9. Why do you think the star Sirius might have coincided
with the flooding of the Nile River?

The star Sirius appears in Egypt around mid-July and that
time is typhoon season for many countries. It is likely
that typhoons in areas up-river from the Nile caused the
Nile to flood each year.

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
Archaeologists are getting a better understanding of the
past thanks to the work of scientific researchers. With
further research, more mysteries of the past can be
solved.
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