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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #15

Story
The Revival of Hayfork

In 1990, the economy of the California town of Hayfork
collapsed when the federal government banned the cutting
down of mature trees in the nearby Trinity Forest. The town
had long been dependent on the logging industry and these
new laws seemed to mean the town had no future. Local
loggers along with other residents who depended on
logging suddenly became unemployed. This had another
unintended effect; forest management was neglected
leading to uncontrolled growth of small trees and bushes.
This made the forest vulnerable to pests, fires and many
other environmental disasters.

In 1993, a resident named Lynn Jungwirth set up a nonprofit
organization to help Hayfork restore its economy. Called the
Watershed Research and Training center, it hired ex-loggers
to manage the forest so it would grow sustainably. To
accomplish this, they harvest young trees and clear bushes.
This has allowed for the development of a new, green
industry that uses sustainable wood to make products such
as furniture. The organization has also teamed up with the

Nature Conservancy’s Fire Learning Network to ensure the
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continued health of the forest by learning how to control
forest fires. Thanks to these changes, Hayfork’s future looks
much brighter as it has revived economically and socially.
Many former residents are now returning to their town to
take advantage of the new bustling economy.

Vocabulary

logging federal government  trinity
logger unemployed neglected
uncontrolled vulnerable pest

ex- sustainably sustainable
green team up with conservancy
continued socially

Questions

1. Why did the economy of Hayfork collapse?
The federal government banned the cutting down of
mature trees in the nearby Trinity Forest.

2. What was the result of the ban on cutting down of
mature trees?
The town had long been dependent on the logging
industry and these new laws seemed to mean the town
had no future.
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3. Why did the forest become vulnerable to pests, fire and
other environmental problems?

Because forest management was neglected leading to
uncontrolled growth of small trees and bushes.

4. How did the Watershed Research and Training Center
help Hayfork restore its economy?

It hired ex-loggers to manage the forest so it would grow
sustainably.

5. What have the Watershed Research and Training Center
and The Nature Conservancy’s Fire Learning Network
teamed up to do?

They have teamed up to ensure the continued health of
the forest by learning how to control forest fires.

6. What do you think of this transition of the loggers from
having a negative ecological impact to having a positive
one?
| think it is good, but | do wonder if it would be possible
to do the same for many jobs in ecologically
unsustainable fields.

7. Are there any jobs in your area that have been
negatively impact by government or economic policies?
Yes, there are. A lot of manufacturing jobs that used to
be done in wealthier countries were moved to poorer
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countries and, as a result, it caused widespread
unemployment and economic hardship.

8. Why do you think the forests became more vulnerable
to pests and fire once left alone?
| think small fires are part of the regular lifecycle of the
forest, humans are usually quite good at stopping fires
near their homes and, as a result, the flammable
materials in the forest build up. Many pests are
attracted by the same materials.

9. Do you think what happened in Hayfork could be an
example for others to follow?
| think it is a demonstration of how a community can
adopt to new economic or requlatory changes, but |
think it was only possible in this case because the people
giving up logging caused bigger dangers that the
government was willing to pay them to fix.

10. What lesson can we learn from this story?
Before governments make large-scale sweeping
legislative changes, no matter how good the intentions,
it is important to consider all the ramifications of
interfering in the current situation. In the case of this,
and many other, stories—changing the laws so
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drastically caused bigger problems that needed to be

fixed.
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