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G1 Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #14

Story
Juvenile Justice

When 13-year-old Amanda went to court, it was not before
an adult judge and jury. Instead, the trial for her theft of
perfume and underwear was officiated by a group of 12 to
18 year old volunteers.

This was Youth Court, a program started in Dane County in
the state of Wisconsin because of an overload of cases
juvenile corrections system, many minor offenses were left
unpunished. Youth Court’s purpose is to be a potential
alternative system with the aim of instilling a greater sense
of responsibility in young offenders by holding them
accountable for their crimes.

Unlike normal trial courts, Youth Court does not determine
the guilt or innocence of the defendant. Instead, it
determines appropriate sentences for first-time offenders
like Amanda who have already admitted to committing a
petty crime. The sentences typically involve the offender
being ordered to do such things as writing a letter of
apology to the victim, or taking part in community activities,
tutoring younger students or other ways to make amends.
The Youth Court program is so far being hailed as highly
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successful, achieving its goal of helping young people better
appreciate their communities and contributing to their
success.

Vocabulary
officiate juvenile corrections system
overload unpunished instill

hold one accountable first-time offender order to do
make amends tutor

Questions

1. What was unusual about Amanda’s trial?
It was not before an adult judge and jury. Instead, the
trial for her theft of perfume and underwear was
officiated by a group of 12 to 18 year old volunteers.

2. Why the Youth Court program started?
Because of an overload of cases juvenile corrections
system, many minor offenses were left unpunished.

3. What is the purpose of the Youth Court system?
It is to be a potential alternative system with the aim of
instilling a greater sense of responsibility in young
offenders by holding them accountable for their crimes..

4. What does Youth Court do?
It determines appropriate sentences for first-time
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offenders like Amanda who have already admitted to
committing a petty crime.

5. What are typical Youth Court sentences?
They typically involve the offender being ordered to do
such things as writing a letter of apology to the victim, or
taking part in community activities, tutoring younger
students or other ways to make amends.

6. Do you think the Youth Court sounds like it would be
successful?
| am a bit worried that teenagers would be a bit too
emotional and irrational to decide on fair punishments
for their peers. | would like to see more guidance and
supervision.

7. Why do you think the juvenile corrections system was
overloaded with cases?
It is probably a combination of crime being high in
America as well as each case taking a long time to
resolve.

8. Have you ever been involved in a court case?
No, | haven’t. Although citizens in the U.S. are called on
to serve on juries, there is no system like that in Japan.

9. Do you think the court system in your country is fair?
| am not so sure. | have heard that the Japanese court
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system is very skewed in favor of the prosecution, and

anyone accused of a crime is almost always found quilty.
10. What lesson can we learn from this story?

There may be other or fairer ways for society to decide

how to punish people who have committed crimes. It is

the job of every citizen to consider whether the justice

system is really fair.
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