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Reading & Speaking Practice #26 New

Story
Noriko loved the , Hinamatsuri. Every
year on March 3rd, her family would a
beautiful display of dolls the
, , and their . These dolls
wore traditional kimono, and Noriko's grandmother
had these dolls through

Noriko helped her family decorate their house with
cherry blossoms and special treats. They made a
delicious sushi called chirashi-zushi and sweet rice
cakes called hina-arare. Noriko's favorite part was
in a kimono and eating these tasty

treats. She also enjoyed a special tradition of floating
paper dolls down ariver to any
Noriko watched as the colorful paper dolls

, hoping for good luck in return. Hinamatsuri was
a time for family, delicious food, and beautiful
traditions, and Noriko looked forward to it every year.
Vocabulary Practice

»¢ Try making sentences using some of these vocabulary words.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

*¢ Find the answer in the text. Try answering the questions yourself before
skipping to the sample answers.

1. What festival did Noriko love?
2. Who passed down the dolls in Noriko's family?

3. What special treats did Noriko's family make for
Hinamatsuri?

4. What tradition did Noriko enjoy with the paper dolls?

Your Thoughts

#*¢ Give your own opinion about these questions. Try answering the

questions yourself before skipping to the sample answers.

5. Do you celebrate any special festivals with your
family?
6. What is your favorite traditional Japanese food?
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Sample Answers

skipping to the sample answers.

1. Noriko loved the Doll’s Festival, Hinamatsuri.

2. Noriko’s grandmother passed down the dolls
through generations.

3. They made chirashi-zushi and hina-arare rice cakes.

4. She enjoyed floating paper dolls down a river for
good luck.

5. Yes, we celebrate New Year's Day with traditional
foods and activities.

6. My favorite traditional Japanese food is sushi.
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