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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #9
Story

Although lacrosse has been played for centuries, many
people have only recently become interested in the
sport.

Native Americans, the game’s , believed
lacrosse was a gift from the

To them, it was more than a sport.

It was used to with
and to help train boys for

Games could for days, with hundreds of

playing on fields that were miles long.
European in Canada started playing lacrosse in
the mid-19% century, rules and
play to a soccer- field.

Some teams traveled with Native American teams to
Europe, where they played against each other to
curious

However, Native Americans invented the
sport, they not play in
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international for more than a century.
This finally changed in the 1980s, when their teams
were admitted to the lacrosse world games.

Vocabulary

2.settle disputes 3.neighboring

4.formalize 4.spectator 6.be admitted to

Questions&SampleAnswers

1) How long has lacrosse been played?

It has been played for centuries.

2) What did Native Americans believe about lacrosse?
They believed it was a gift from the gods.

3) How did Native Americans use lacrosse?

They used it to settle disputes with neighboring tribes
and to help train boys for warfare.

4) What changes did European settlers make to
lacrosse?

They formalized the rules and adapted it to play on a
soccer-like field.

5) What problem did Native American lacrosse
players face before 19807

They were not allowed to play in formal international

competitions.
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6) What sports did your country invent?

Kendo, Judo and Sumo are all sports that were
invented in Japan.

7) Do you think that sports are a good way for settling
disputes between groups?

| don’t think it is a particularly good way to prove who
is right, but it is at least more peaceful than war.

8) What is the longest competition you have ever
seen?

Some baseball games can last for up to two or three
hours.

9) Would you be interested in playing lacrosse?

| have played it before but | didn’t think it was very fun.
10) What lesson can we learn from this story?
Sometimes things we are familiar with might come
from surprising places. Also, native peoples often face

discrimination. @yeTOC Lo
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