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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #8

Story
?
Guam is a beautiful tropical island, but it is not a good
place for those with a fear of snakes.

After being brought on a ship around 60
years ago, brown tree snakes spread rapidly, eating
native birds and other animals.

Many kinds of spider are also because the
native birds that ate them were made extinct by the
tree snakes.

Now, the snakes frequently find their way into

people’s homes, where they deliver bites.
They also in causing
In an to control the snakes, officials are

dead mice with a

They then the mice to and drop
them onto forests from helicopters.

The is to tree snakes, which eat mice.
Animal groups the project but
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many Guam residents hope it will finally eliminate this
pest from their island.

Vocabulary
1.thrive 2.nasty 3.power lines 4.inject
5.painkilling 6.deadly 8.eliminate

Questions & Sample Answers

1) Who is Guam not a good place for?

It is not a good place for those with a fear of snakes.

2) Why are many kinds of spider also thriving in
Guam?

Because the brown street snakes ate the native birds
that ate the spiders until they were extinct.

3) How do brown tree snakes cause blackouts?

By getting caught in powerlines.

4) How are officials trying to control the snakes?

They inject mice with a painkilling drug and then attach
the mice to parachutes and drop them from
helicopters.

5) What do many Guam residents hope?

They hope the island can finally eliminate the pest from
their island for good.
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6) Are there any foreign animals that have become a
problem in your country?
Yes, there are. Raccoons and red-eared turtles were
brought from America and now are big problems here.
7) Why do foreign animals become big problems in
other countries?
Because they are not part of the natural ecosystem and
can destroy the local wildlife.
8) Do you think that Guam’s attempts to control the
snake are good?
Maybe, but | am concerned that the mice may be eaten
by animals other than the snakes.
9) How does your country deal with foreign animals?
Some city’s officials try to catch them and take them
out of public places, but others ignore the problem.
10) What lesson can we learn from this story?
We need to think carefully before bringing exotic
animals into our country or there can be a lot of
problems for both animals and people.
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Questions & SampleAnswers

1) 77 ABF VT WD IZFETT 20?
~NERETRITICIEADP» R WIGATTT,
2) ST LICL % K DFEFHD 7 ERNEE L TW5EDTT H?

REDZ Y — b~V 7EZRBNLERDOFZHINST 2 TR~
5T,

3) 7TV V) — s ZAFx— 2 FEDIIIC L TCEERG FRI LT H?
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