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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #5

Story
Super Snake

In 2009, scientists they had the
of the largest snake ever found.

The creature, called the Titanoboa, grew to about 45
feet long.

Its are thought to have been wide enough to
swallow crocodiles.

The giant snake lived 60 million years
ago in and around water in the rainforests of South
America.

The Titanoboa, like all snakes, was , S0 it
heat from its environment.

For such a large snake to have survived, the climate
when it lived must have been warmer than today.

At first, scientists thought the fossil they had
discovered was a giant crocodile with its legs missing.

With only the and as , it took two
years to realize the bones actually belonged to a snake.
Researchers hope to find an of this
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giant snake in the future.

Vocabulary
1.jaw 2.approximately 3.cold-blooded
4.spine 5.ribs

Questions&SampleAnswers

1) How big was Titanoboa?

It was 45 feet long and its jaws were large enough to
swallow crocodiles.

2) When and where did Titanoboa live?
It lived approximately 60 million years ago in and
around the water in the rainforests of South America.

3) Why would it not be possible for Titanoboa to live
today?

For such a large snake to have survived, the climate
must have been warmer than today.

4) What did it take scientists two years to do?

It took two years for scientists to realize the bones
belonged to a snake.

5) Why did scientists think the skeleton belonged to a
giant crocodile with the legs missing?
Because they only had the spine and ribs as evidence.
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6) Have you ever seen fossils in a museum?
Yes, | have. | have been to a natural museum before,
but not recently.

7) How do you think scientists can tell when a fossilized
creature lived?

They can test the rocks around the fossil to tell when
those rocks were made or test the fossil itself.

8) Do you think scientists often get confused when
looking at a newly discovered creature?

Yes, | do. We often do not find complete fossilized
skeletons so scientists don’t have all the information.

9) Would you like to see a real Titanoboa?
No, | wouldn’t. They sound quite dangerous.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

Science is always getting better and old mistakes are
often corrected. We should also not be afraid to admit
mistakes and change if we learn new things.
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2009 fE. Bl¥E~HlT. N CICRABINA-TTCREADO~EDILG % F
RLZERRLEL 2,

TARIRTEMINDE ZOEZYIT, KEH 45 7 4 —FITHELF L7,
ZDFHIE, V=2 ABIADDICT A RELR Do/ EZ LN THE T,

ERK7Zz~vld. #6000 FER. M7 XV 1 OEGENRMKRDKIE L 2 JEHIc
ERLTCWELE, T4 X/ FKTIE. T X_RTO~E LFEBEICEHINTH 3 7~
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DY ERIESS S ZIE WD D A,

Wy, BEFE bk, BRELALEREDRVWE KRR =/ BoTnE
L7z iHlE LCEHELEMELZ XD, ERERII~NEDHDTH S
CICRST DIT2ED D F L 72,

WgeE 72513, Bk, TOERGE~NEYDORELELEKE RO nweEE 2 C
WE 9,

BEE 528X % 3.41M458 5B

Questions&SampleAnswers

1) 74X HRTOREIIZ?

ZINFA5 74— FDEX T, ZOFHIIT = 2MAIADDICH N KE X T
L7,

2) T4 X ARTIE D, ETIH{EATHE L7=?

#] 6000 JT4ERHT. FAT AV A DENVEMMR DK & Z DFAICAER LTI L
77
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10) C DD oA Z E~FE

B3 FEIGESR LT, HodEb i3 LIFLIXEBIEINE T, 7. L
WZ ERENIREVWEZRD, LS Izt T4,
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