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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #35

Story
The Last of His Kind
In June 2012, George died in a

on the Galpagos Islands.

George was the last member of a type of
giant tortoise that was only found on Pinta Island.

The other members had died out because of
by humans, and also because their natural habitat

by goats, which had by
humans.
Scientists had hoped to George’s line
by him with similar females from

nearby islands.

Unfortunately, the females’ eggs did not
George has

use his story to people
about the problems animals can cause.

Invasive animals have killed many native species by
destroying habitats and those species
need to survive.
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All too often, these invasive animals were carelessly
introduced by humans.

Vocabulary

1. lonesome 2. nature preserve 3. surviving
4. be destroyed 5. hatch 6. ecosystems
7. environmentalists 8. be introduced

Questions & Sample Answers

1) Who was Lonesome George?

He was the last surviving member of a type of giant
tortoise that was only found on Pinta Island.

2) Why did the other members of the giant tortoise
species die out?

Because of hunting by humans, and also because their
natural habitat was destroyed by goats which had been
brought by humans.

3) What did scientists hope to do?

The hoped to preserve George’s genetic line by
breeding him with genetically similar females from
nearby islands.
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4) How do environmentalists use the story of
Lonesome George?

They use his story to educate people about the
problems invasive animals can cause.

5) How do invasive animals kill native species?

By destroying habitats and food sources native species
need to survive.

6) Have you ever seen a tortoise from the Galapagos
Islands?

Yes, | have. They are so large that children can ride on
their backs.

7) Why do you think humans introduced goats to the
island that Lonesome George lived on?

| think the local people could use the goats for milk and
meat while also using them to clear land for farming.
8) Does your country have problems with invasive
species?

Yes, we do. Many species have been brought to Japan
from America as pets and have started breeding in the
wild such as red-eared slider turtles, snapping turtles,
red squirrels and raccoons.

Copyright © eTOC-surely work-All Rights Reserved



66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

This document is for use in eTOC training sessions, use outside of eTOC is strictly prohibited.

9) What can be done about invasive species?
People should find ways to remove them from the
environment without damaging local species.

100 What lesson can we learn from this story?
Many animals species are going extinct because of
human development and the spread of invasive species.
We need to do more to preserve the natural
environment and be more thoughtful of importing
animals from abroad.
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