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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #34

Story
The Science of Raindrops

Scientists have long been interested in the size of
raindrops.

Raindrops sometimes hit each other and larger or
smaller drops as they fall.

However, this happens too to provide a

Recently, French researcher Emmanuel Villermaux
large drops of water as they fell.

He noticed that, first, the drops began to change shape.
While still in , the drops then
of various sizes, just like those found in nature.

Such research may seem to some, but it may
have uses.

For example, it may help farmers when they spray
chemicals on fields to feed crops or kill insects.

With spraying methods, the wind often carries
these chemicals into fields.
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To prevent this from happening, scientists are now
working on spraying methods that the
natural process of raindrop formation.

Vocabulary
1. form 2. infrequently 3. midair
4. droplets 5. sized 6. pointless

7. real-life 8. neighboring

Questions & Sample Answers

1) What sometimes happens as raindrops fall?

They sometimes hit each other and form larger or
smaller drops.

2) What did Emmanuel Villermaux notice when he
filmed large drops of water as they fell?

He noticed that, first, the drops began to change shape
and, while still in midair, the drops then broke into
droplets of various sizes

3) How can this research help farmers?

It can help them when they spray chemicals on fields to
feed crops or kills inects.

4) What is the problem with current spaying
methods?
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With current methods, the wind often carries the
chemicals into neighboring fields.

5) How can scientists help prevent chemicals used to
feed crops or kill insects from spreading?

By working on spraying methods that are based on the
natural process of raindrop formation.

6) Does it often rain where you live?

Yes, it does. It rains a lot during certain times of year.
7) Do you agree with the use of chemical fertilizers
and insecticides?

| think they might be bad for our health, but they are
the only way to grow enough food to feed modern
society.

8) Why would farmers want to prevent the wind from
carrying their chemicals to neighboring fields?

The chemicals might not be good for plants growing
next to those they intend to spray and, if they can
prevent the loss of chemicals to the wind then they
could use less.

9) What other uses might learning how liquid is
affected when it falls help society?

There might be a way to use the information to help
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water crops or forests or deliver water to places
affected by drought.

100 What lesson can we learn from this story?

There are still many things that we deal with in
everyday life that science has yet to fully understand.
The world is full of mystery!
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