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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #31
Story

Every Christmas in the U.K., about 7 million real
Christmas trees are cut down and displayed in people’s
homes.

Most of the trees are thrown away after Christmas.

This is expensive for local , who have to collect
them in trucks, then send them to sites.

Some councils are therefore reducing costs by
recycling the used trees.

Machines called are used to cut them
into small chips, which are then put on in public
parks or turned into garden

Growing trees that will be thrown away a few weeks
after they have been cut down might seem

However, Christmas tree farmers point out that the

trees are often grown on that would not
be used.
They add that the tree also provide a

for birds and other animals.
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Vocabulary

1. council 2. wood chipper 3. compost
4 hillside 5. plantation

Questions & Sample Answers

1) How many real trees are cut down every Christmas
in the U.K.?

About 7 million real Christmas trees are cut down and
displayed in people’s homes.

2) Why is people throwing away Christmas trees
expensive for local councils?

Because they have to collect them in trucks, then send
them to landfill sites.

3) How do some local councils recycle Christmas
trees?

Machines called wood chippers are used to cut them
into small chips, which are then put on paths in public
parks or turned into garden compost.

4) What might seem wasteful?

Growing trees that will be thrown away a few weeks
after they have been cut down.

5) What do Christmas tree farmers point out?
Christmas trees are grown on steep hillsides that would
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not otherwise be used and they also provide a habitat
for birds and other animals.

6) Do you get a real Christmas tree every year?

No, | don’t. | use a fake plastic tree year after year or
don’t put up a tree at all.

7) Do you think people cutting down real trees is
wasteful?

Yes, | do. Even if the hillsides would not otherwise be
used, it still takes a lot of fuel to transport the trees
from the hills to the cities.

8) What traditions do you do during Christmas?

| often give presents to my friends, eat fried chicken
and have cake.

9) What is your favorite holiday?

My favorite holiday is Halloween because | like
costumes.

100 What lesson can we learn from this story?
Popular traditions can cause a lot of trouble for society;
we should consider the impact of the things we do—
especially if they are social traditions that everyone
does at the same time.
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