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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #30

Story
Money Matters

Has anything good come out of the economic in
the U.S.?

Yes, according to a number of recent studies.
Americans now have more so-called quality time.

, they’re spending fewer hours working
in their offices or shopping at malls and more
time to their

For example, many families are the joy
of going camping or having meals together.

Furthermore, Americans are doing more and
creative activities such as visiting museums, gardening,
sewing, and cooking, and are spending fewer hours

watching TV.

Psychologists are pleased with the trend, point out
that shared experiences create happiness than
material

On the other hand, economists are concerned that if
thereis a from shopping in the
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U.S., then consumption will drop, slowing economic
recovery even further.

Vocabulary
1. devote 2. private life 3. rediscover
4 economic 5. recovery

Questions & Sample Answers

1) What is a good thing that has come out of the
economic crisis?

Americans now have more so-called quality time.

2) What is “quality time”?

It means spending fewer hours working in offices or
shopping malls and devoting more time to their private
lives.

3) What are some cultural and creative activities that
Americans are doing more?

They are visiting museums, gardening, sewing, and
cooking.

4) What creates greater happiness than material
acquisitions?

Shared experiences creates greater happiness.

5) Why are economists concerned about the new
trends?
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Because if there is a long-term move away from
shopping in the U.S., then consumption will drop,
slowing economic recovery even further.

6) Do you have a lot of quality time with your friends
or family?

No, | don’t. | do spend a lot of time on my hobbies
though.

7) How often do you engage in creative activities?
Quite often—I like to write stories, draw pictures and
paint.

8) Do you get a lot of joy from material acquisitions?
| do like to collect things, but eventually | get bored of
doing so and it doesn’t bring me any more happiness.
9) Are you concerned about the economic recovery?
Very much so! My town is clearly doing much worse
economically than it was just a few years ago.

100 What lesson can we learn from this story?

Even though things may seem bad, there may be
hidden benefits or opportunities even in bad times. We
shouldn’t ignore the positive aspects of life that can
bring us joy.
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