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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #27

Story
The Aral Sea

The Aral Sea, a salt lake lying between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan, was once the world’s fourth-largest
body of water. In the 1960s, however,

authorities the rivers that the
Aral Sea to supply water to large fields. As a
result, the sea began to . By 2009, it had become

three much smaller seas—the North Aral Sea, the
part of the South Aral Sea, and a third sea that
lies between the two.
The region has become one of the world’s
. With less fresh water
entering the seas, they have become too salty for fish

to survive in. The change in the has also
made the local climate more . Although efforts
by the Kazakhstan government and development
agencies have improved the for the North Aral

Sea, little hope remains for the other two seas.

Vocabulary
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Questions & Sample Answers

1) Where is the Aral Sea?

It is a salt lake lying between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan.

2) Why did the Aral Sea begin to shrink?
Because Soviet authorities diverted the rivers that
flowed not the Aral Sea to supply water to large cotton
fields.

3) What happened by 20097

The sea had become three smaller seas—the North
Aral Sea, the western part of the South Aral Sea and a
third sea that lies between the two.

4) Why can’t fish live in the seas?

With less water entering the seas, they have become
too salty for fish to survive in.

5) What has improved the outlook for the North Aral
Sea?

Efforts by the Kazakhstan government and
development agencies have improved the outlook for
the North Aral Sea.

6) Are there any large lakes or rivers in your town?
Yes, there are a few rivers in my town.
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7) Why do you think Soviet authorities diverted water
away from the lake?

They must have felt that it was more important to
grow a lot of cotton than to keep the Aral Sea intact.

8) Are there any similar environmental disasters in
your country?

| don’t think so. | think my country is more responsible
when it comes to protecting the environment.

9) What are the biggest environmental threats in your
country?

| think the rising sea levels and severe weather caused
by global warming is probably the biggest
environmental threat.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?

Things like dams and canals that block or divert water
from rivers can have an extreme impact on the
environment. Governments should consider the impact
of projects more carefully before approving them.
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