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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #26

Story
Learning at a Distance
With recent in and
people’s busy lifestyles, it is not surprising

that over 60 percent of American colleges and
universities now provide online courses as well as
traditional classroom programs.

This means that students can save money by not
having to or relocate.

Schools also benefit because they can increase student
numbers without having to spend money to build more
classrooms or open new campuses in different regions.

Unfortunately, the quality of in online
courses is sometimes poor.

classroom teaching often
have trouble developing materials for online courses.

Many also prefer not to teach online because they
worry that students will copy and course
materials freely.
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A further problem is that schools sometimes pay less
attention to online teaching when reviewing the
performance of teachers, a fact that may encourage
instructors to put less effort into online courses.

Questions & sample answers

1) Why do 60 percent of American colleges and
universities now provide online courses as well as
traditional classroom programs?

Because of recent advanced in information technology
and people’s increasingly busy lifestyles.

2) How do online courses help students save money?
Students can save money by not having to commute or
relocate.

3) How do schools benefit from online courses?

By increasing student numbers without having to spend
money to build more classrooms or open new
campuses.

4) Why is the quality of instruction in online courses
sometimes poor?

Because instructors accustomed to classroom teaching
often have trouble developing materials for online
courses.
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5) What do teachers worry students will do?

They worry that students will copy and distribute
course material freely.

6) Have you ever taken an online course?

Yes, | have. | took many online courses while | was in
college.

7) Do you find commuting to work or school difficult?
Yes, | do. It is difficult to properly judge the amount of
time it takes to get to school or work if they are far
away and | often feel tired after traveling far.

8) Do you think online courses are useful?

They can be convenient and cheaper, but the lessons
are often slower and more difficult to follow than a
lesson in-person.

9) Do you think more schools will have online courses
in the future?

Because of COVID-19, many teachers and students had
to get used to doing online courses. Because it became
common for a while, | think there will be more online
courses than were done before the pandemic.

10) What lesson can we learn from this story?
Technology is always changing the ways we live and
work. We should be willing to adapt to these changes
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