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Reading & Speaking Practice Lesson #25

Story
to Survive

For years, the Olympic Games were open only to
amateur athletes.

When this was relaxed in 1971,
were allowed to athletes.

In the United States, , only a small
of Olympic athletes get such support.

Most train for eight hours a day and work at least two

Medal winners in the U.S. do receive , but the
amount have not risen for over 10 years.

Some people have suggested the of U.S.
Olympic staff should to give
more money to athletes.

In 2011, 83 committee members each over
$100,000.

But communication director Patrick Sandusky argues
that committee salaries are less than the average for
similar in professional sports organizations.
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He adds that paychecks for new members are lower
than the paychecks of those they replace.

This, however, offers little comfort to those athletes
trying to survive on below-average earnings.

Vocabulary

1. monetary 2. be reduced 3. paychecks

Questions & sample answers

1) What happened when the Olympic Games were no
longer open only to amateur athletes?

Corporations were allowed to sponsor athletes.

2) What do most Olympic athletes do?

Most train for eight hours a day and work at least two
part-time jobs.

3) What have some people suggested?

Some people have suggested that the salaries of U.S.
Olympic Committee staff should be reduced go give
more money to athletes.

4) What does Patrick Sandusky argue?

He argues that the committee salaries are less than the
average for similar positions in professional sports
organizations.
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5) How do athletes feel about the salaries of
committee members?

They get little comfort as they try to survive on below-
average earnings.

6) Do you think Olympic athletes should be paid well?
Yes, | do. | think especially those who win gold medals
should be paid very well for their achievements.

7) What do you think of corporations sponsoring
athletes?

It is good that the athletes are being supported, but |
hope the Olympics don’t get as taken over by
advertising as other sports events have.

8) Have you ever been to the Olympics?

No, | haven’t. The Olympics took place in my country a
few years ago, but | did not attend.

9) What do you think of the high pay of committee
members?

| suspect it is highly corrupt because | cannot imagine
that the work they do is specialized or difficult enough
to be worth what they get paid.

100 What lesson can we learn from this story?

We assume that celebrities always make a lot of money,
but there may be people who are working hard and
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become famous but aren’t getting rich from their work.
We should do what we can to be kinder to such people
and try to support them however possible.
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